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Annie Kennedy, Frances Cusack, Patricia Blundell, Ellen Macnamara, Nancy Laszlow and Marie Ford Photo: Ali Blogg

L.ocals star in Erskineville Stories

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

Saturday March 8. When Carl
Schwartz opened the night’s program,
on behalf of Erskineville Stories direc-
tor Annie Kennedy and her team, he
probably didn’t expect to see about
3000 people sitting in front of him on
the grass of Erskineville Park waiting
in happy anticipation! They were
all ages — some old-time residents
returned from far away and many
people from present-day Erko with
their friends and families. It was a
perfect night.

Before we watched the movie, Reggie
the Rabbit from the Rabbitohs strolled
past to a cheer. Then the Erskineville
Public School Dance Group led by
Indigenous dancer Terry Olsen delighted
everyone with a great performance. The
school also provided a sausage sizzle for
those gathered who wanted a picnic.

Local artist, Annie Kennedy, told
us the story of the achievement of her
movie project and thanked the main
sponsors of the show - The City of
Sydney Council, Real Estate agent Ray
White, Purple Goat Design and FedEx
Kinkos as well as 15 other local busi-
nesses who contributed to the night.

The guests of honour were on chairs
in the centre. They were the stars of
the movie together with their chosen
companions - often old school friends
or neighbours who had shared the
earlier days with them.

While we waited, I caught up with
some of them. Nancy Laszlow, who
starred in the movie, Frances Cusack,
Ellen Macnamara and Marie Ford were
remembering days when families com-
monly had seven or nine children - girls
in one bedroom and boys in another.
They talked of an Erskineville which
was more open and occupied by work-
ing class families who supported each

other in so many ways - where you
didn’t lock your doors and windows
and you kept an eye on each others’
kids. Marie, who had come back to
Erskineville after some decades away,
was the descendant of one of the earliest
settlers, Henry Knight, whose name was
given to streets in the area.

Another woman who told her story in
the movie was Elza Green. She was born
in Erko 85 years ago and has lived there,
in the same house, ever since! She was
chatting with childhood friends Patricia
Blundell and Stella Wilson. Patricia
remembered her father inventing the
drain now common in all bathroom
floors. Stella’s family had the only
phone in the street and people regularly
took a shortcut through their house to
get to the shops and the train.

Talking with Frank Dean, also in
the movie, and Georgie Markham who
had come down from the Central Coast
where they now  continued on page 5

St Vincent’s presbytery after recent fire Photo: Andrew Collis

Fire in preshytery, claims
of demolition by neglect

A fire broke out in the presbytery
of St Vincent’s Church in Redfern at
1.30am on March 19.

Three people were sleeping in the
presbytery at the time but nobody was
hurt in the blaze, believed to be started
by a candle.

“Outside it looks the same but in the
back the roof and the second floor has
been destroyed,” said Father Clesio, St
Vincent’s parish priest.

The presbytery, which remains unused
with no water or electricity, will now be
further walled-off to prevent homeless
people from using it as a shelter. As long
as almost three years ago, the heritage
building had a tarpaulin as its roof.

“Sadly the fire is part of the
continuing demolition by neglect of
this building,” says Councillor Philip
Black, a former South Sydney Heritage
President.

According to Sydney City Council the
presbytery is a heritage building which
may make the Catholic Archdiocese
liable for a fine for demolition of a
heritage site by neglect.

The presbytery and adjoining build-
ings have been the source of growing

tension between the church and the
neighbouring Aboriginal Medical Ser-
vice.

Speaking on behalf of the AMS, Head
staff-person Naomi Mayer said she
believes the buildings would be put to
better use if sold and wants to buy the
presbytery, car park and clinic at the
back of the church in which it has been
operating for the past 20 years.

The AMS clinic which has a paediatric
and aged-care section has operated
through St Vincent’s church for over
20 years under the patronage of the
highly respected priest, the late Father
Ted Kennedy.

After Father Kennedy’s retirement in
2002, the Catholic Church appointed
priests from the conservative Neocat-
echumenal Way to reinstate orthodoxy
on what was seen as the unconventional
parish, much to the consternation
of locals.

The AMS fears that the unfettered
access they have enjoyed to the church
may be threatened with the new church
leadership.

“I think it’s a reasonable fear. We
don’t have any real security of tenure.
Our lease expires this year. We don’t
know if it will be renewed,”says John
Daniels, AMS  continued on page 5

on in April at the Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts

Saturdays at SMSA (first Saturday of the month)

Guided tour of Powerhouse Museum with Principal Curator (MEMBERS ONLY EVENT)

Conversations (Wednesday lunchtimes 12.30-1.30)

Various speakers will talk on different aspects of this month'’s theme: New Media

Special event (Wednesday 30 April)
George Roberts will speak about his book Qantas by George!

SMSA Reading Group Meeting (Saturday 19 April 10.00-11.30)

For full details of these events or to join the
SMSA go to www.sydneymsa.com.au or visit the
Library on Level 2, 280 Pitt Street.
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Bronwhyn Bourke reunited with Bridget Photo: Ali Blogg

Doggie disappearances in Waterloo

Susannah Palk

Having disappeared for more than
three months Bronwhyn Bourke had
almost given up hope of seeing her
pet dog, Bridget, again.

The miniature schnauzer disap-
peared when Bronwhyn left her out
the front of her house to go inside
and answer the phone. “When I came
back out she had just gone,” said
Ms Bourke.

Several dogs have gone missing in
the Waterloo area in recent months.
At present, seven dogs are missing.
The number of disappearances spiked
over the Christmas period when
eight dogs, including Bridget, went
missing.

“I met a guy in the park the other
day that thought Bridget might have
been his. His dog has been missing
for two-and-a-half months, a couple
of weeks after Bridget disappeared,”
said Ms Bourke.

To get her pooch back, Ms Bourke
employed the help of Lee Jefferies,
owner of ‘Pet Search’, a company
dedicated to helping pets find their
way back home.

When looking for a lost dog, Mr Jef-
feries says the rule of thumb is to get as
many people involved as possible.

“The problem with dogs is they are

very good at getting lost but not very
good at finding their way back home.
The other problem is that people fear
if they hand dogs in, they will be put
down. So they keep the dog and wait
for any news or information, rather
then risk it.”

After an extensive search campaign
for Bridget, which included a massive
poster campaign, sent to vets, dog
groomers, doctor’s surgeries and local
shops, Bridget was still nowhere to
be found.

“We have a 90 percent success rate
of finding pets in the first two weeks,”
says Mr Jefferies. “So when Bridget
didn’t show up, alarm bells started
ringing and we got worried.”

Also on the case was Elizabeth Boag,
owner of the local news agency in
Waterloo. Known in the local area as
a dog lover and volunteer at Monika’s
Doggie Rescue, an organisation that
rescues dogs about to be put down
by the pound, Ms Boag spread the
word and added Bridget to her list of
missing dogs.

“Bridget is not the only missing
dog in the area. It is quite peculiar...
in one case a dog was taken from a
balcony. I don’t know what to make
of it,” she said.

After three long months of search-
ing, Bridget was found late at night,
wet, scared and desperate, running

across McEvoy Street in the middle
of a storm.

According to Pet Search, it is quite
common for dogs to escape and get lost
during stormy weather. “They tend to
get frantic and work their way out,”
says Mr Jefferies.

When Bridget was found, Ms Bourke
was surprised to find that Bridget’s
ID tags and collar had been tampered
with. “Her ID tags had been taken off,”
she said, “and her red patent leather
collar, which had red diamantes on it
had been turned inside out so it looked
like an old grey one”.

Whether Bridget was taken or merely
wandered off is still a mystery, but both
Elizabeth Boag from Doggie Rescue
and Lee Jefferies from Pet Search stress
the importance of handing dogs in.

“Don’t let a dog roam. Pick it up and
bring it to us or to a vet. Most dogs are
micro- chipped now and can be taken
home. If not, we’ll find them one,”
says Ms Boag.

Mr Jefferies reiterates, “Please give
dogs in. It gives them the best chance
of getting home.”

Now back at home, life has returned
to normal for Bridget and Bronwhyn
Bourke. “No more adventures just at
the moment,” says Ms Bourke. “I think
she appreciates home a lot more...
I still can’t believe we got her back,
it’s amazing!” ss

Locals star in Erskineville Stories

continued from page 1

live, I was surprised to learn that back
in their childhood there was an AFL
Football Team which played in a Sydney
competition alongside the Rugby League.
Frank played League on Saturday and
AFL on Sunday.

He remembers school days where
the teachers were always called “Sir”
or “Miss” and where the local police
knew all the children. If he and his
mates wandered across into Newtown
the police would reprimand them and
tell them to “Get back to Erko!” where
they belonged. Sometimes they would
be asked their names and one of their
friends was a Maltese boy called Charlie
Hazipadi (say it out loud to yourself).
When asked his name by the police,
he told them three times and the police
wouldn’t believe him. Finally he said
“Charlie Smith” and they congratulated
him on telling the truth at last!

People remembered almost everyone
wearing boiler suits, SP Betting in certain
houses, children playing in the lanes
and their mums going to one of the
many small grocers, leaving a modest
order for food which was delivered and
paid for at the end of the week. Frank’s
father bought their house for £1200 in
1963. Milk and bread was delivered to
the door and there was, of course, the
“rabbitoh” who moved around the area

selling rabbits.

When we came to the movie, the
stars of the show told many stories
like this - a touching and challenging
mixture of kindness across the com-
munity and shared hardship. Obviously
the role and status of women was very
different. No women were allowed in
hotels, other than in the Ladies Lounge
which was provided here and there.
This even applied to women who had
served in the war. Children shared lives
with very meagre resources, none of
which stopped them from making their
own fun, exploring their environment,
running around in parks and streets and
learning independence.

The stars in the movie - Marjorie
Lewis and Lily Owen, Elza Green, Terry
Murphy, Frank Dean, Philomene Watson,
Arthur and Brian Dunningham, Frances
Cusack and Eleanor Henricksen have
much to teach us about our history and
the way people used to live together.

Maybe some of these qualities of com-
munity life were among the things which
the thousands who came to share the
night were seeking to re-establish? Cer-
tainly there was a respect for, and delight
in, the lives which they saw simply but
eloquently portrayed in Annie Kennedy’s
movie and a keen interest in who had
gone before them in Erskineville. Maybe
we need more of this! ss

Fire in preshytery

continued from page 1

Medical Director. “We want title of the
building at the back. We need to be able
to use the car park at the side of the
building. If that were to be taken from
us then ambulances could no longer get
into the clinic.”

“We have nowhere else we can put
them. That [clinic] building is vital to our
operations. That was the one that was
promised to us by Ted Kennedy,” says
Mr Daniels.

Mr Daniels says that the AMS approached
Cardinal George Pell with an application
to buy the property or be granted a life
lease but was repeatedly denied.

He believes the Church is operating
on a profit basis and ignoring the social
service aspect the Church serves.

The AMS is the largest Aboriginal
medical service in Australia and treats
thousands of patients every year.

In case the Church decides to sell,
Daniels fears the future of the AMS would
be in serious jeopardy.

“If there are not many Catholics
attending mass in Redfern they might
see reason to sell the property. That’s a
realistic fear,” says Mr Daniels.

The Catholic Church’s media repre-
sentative failed to provide a comment
by deadline. ssh
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The Clare Hotel on Broadway Photo: Ali Blogg

The Clare Hotel — open all hours?

The issue of venue opening hours
is a common source of resident
anger, and it is no different with the
Clare Hotel on Broadway.

The Clare Hotel is currently applying
to have its opening hours extended,
from a midnight closing time to 24
hours Monday to Saturday with a
midnight close on Sunday.

David Polkington, from the Local
Resident Action Group says: “Chip-
pendale residents have nothing against
the Clare Hotel specifically. However,
we are concerned about the gradual
impact of incremental changes to
trading hours of all licensed premises.
The cumulative effect magnifies the
anti-social consequences which have
been so dramatically highlighted in the

media recently and is causing politi-
cians to sit up and take notice.”

However, as the Clare Hotel’s owner
Alex Lind points out, the Clare first
received approval for 24-hour open-
ing times in 2003. Mr Lind says they
were unaware that this needed to be
re-approved in 2005. “It wasn’t until
Council rangers came in recently and
said that we were outside our hours
of consent [that we realised]. So that’s
what we’re doing, just putting consent
back in.”

Residents argue that patrons take up
parking space and that venue security
cannot address or control them when
they linger in neighbouring areas.
Mr Lind says he understands these
concerns, but says it’s also unfortunate
that five people don’t have a job while
the Clare only trades until midnight.

The Clare Hotel, says Mr Lind,

employs security staff, upholds strong
RSA guidelines and doesn’t allow peo-
ple to mingle outside after closing. In
his opinion, the anti-social behaviour
on Broadway has little to do with any
of the licensed venues, four of which
are within 150 metres of the Clare. He
believes it is more to do with the fact
that Broadway is a major pedestrian
thoroughfare.

Residents dispute this. Mr Polk-
ington says: “Much of the impact of
extended trading happens away from
the actual premises as boisterous
patrons wind their way elsewhere.”

However, considering the fact that
residents have noticed little change in
the level of violence or noise since the
Clare reverted to a midnight close, it
is likely that Sydney City Council will
approve the Clare’s amendment appli-
cation for extended trading hours. ss



