
Geoff Turnbull

Frasers Property announced on April 
8 that it proposes to alter the approved 
concept plan for the former CUB 
brewery site. Central to the proposed 
change is to build Australia’s first 
six-star green precinct with a target of 
100% carbon neutrality.

Initiatives include tri-generation which 
produces electricity on-site and uses 
excess energy to produce heating and 
cooling for the entire site. Rain water 
capture and sewerage harvesting are also 
among the green initiatives proposed and 
it is expected the project will be able to 
supply some services to its neighbours. 

Not only will the site have strong 
green credentials it will also look green, 
with rooftop gardens and hanging 
gardens a feature of what was unveiled 
in front of the media and the Minister 
for Planning.

To help future-proof the develop-
ment parking is concentrated rather 
than under each building with entry 
near the site boundary. Parking will be 
owned and administered as part of the 
development rather than sold with floor 
space. This lowers building costs and has 
reduced the number of car spaces needed 
to service the development. 

The same spot can be used by busi-
nesses during the day and residents and 

those visiting the new Kensington Street 
strip during the night. It also allows for 
car share spaces to be adjusted to meet 
future needs as well as for car charging 
points and possible conversion of parking 
to other uses as car usage changes.

Removing the car-dominated street 
layout has enabled Frasers to open up the 
site to greater pedestrian use. A decision 
to reallocate floor space has removed 
one building near the old brewery to 
create a new square and increase public 
accessible space by one third.

By the time the development is 
completed there will be a much stronger 
demand for green offices and units which 
Frasers hope to service with this devel-
opment. Frasers green announcement 
dovetails nicely with council’s strategy 
for a green global and connected city 
so it came as no surprise that Frasers 
project was given a prominent place at 
the City of Sydney’s Sustainable Sydney 
2030 launch.

Since purchasing the site Frasers 
has been in discussion with residents, 
council and other stake holders about 
its concerns and what it would like to 
see on the site. Many suggestions made 
in these discussions have been taken 
up by Frasers and its international and 
Australian architects.

During discussions resident repre-
sentatives expressed concern about the 
density that had been approved for the 

site. So they were not impressed that 
Frasers used the opportunity to also ask 
for a further 6.38% floor space on the site 
in addition to increasing the proportion of 
commercial space from 40% to 50%.

The increased floor space when added 
with floor space reallocated from the 
removed building results in much greater 
density going into the commercial part 
of the development near the corner 
of Abercrombie Street and Broadway 
which now  exceeds the height of the 

old brewery chimney.
Councillor John McInerney has 

already gone on record opposing the 
proposed increase in floor space as have 
the Combined Chippendale Community 
Groups who have written to Minister 
Sartor arguing that “the amended plan’s 
proposed increase in massing and scale is 
contrary to the findings from the Design 
Competition, independent expert opinion 
and the previous community consulta-
tion process.” 

The public will get its say when the new 

plans go on exhibition in the near future. 

More information on the development can 

be found at www.frasersbroadway.com.au 

Geoff Turnbull is spokesperson for 

REDWatch and has been involved in 

meetings between Frasers and community 

representatives as well as attending the 

media conference.
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Sarah Malik

A review tabled in Parliament on 
March 11 proposes to make increased 
police powers under the temporary 
APEC laws permanent. In the review 
of the APEC Meeting (Police Powers) 
Act 2007, the Police Minister David 
Campbell, and the Attorney-General 
John Hatzistergos commend the 
latitude the APEC powers brought 
to policing. 

The APEC laws passed for opera-
tion during the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Co-operation summit in September last 
year allowed police greater powers to 
deal with demonstrators. 

Under the laws the police were given 
extraordinary search and arrest powers, 
with parts of the city declared no-access 
“security” zones. An “excluded persons” 

list was also created which made entry 
into any of the excluded areas by listed 
persons a criminal offence. 

Dale Mills, Co-ordinator of the 
Human Rights Monitors group, is 
worried about the effect these laws 
will have on civil liberties. “I think 
it’s a bit nutty and not consistent with 
transparent government,” said Mr Mills. 
“The abuses that occurred under the 
APEC police powers act will continue 
on a regular basis.”

“There have been multiple situations 
where police officers did overreact 
[during APEC] by throwing journalists 
to the ground,” said Mr Mills. “Here we 
have police clearly using unlawful force 
like sitting on someone and punching 
them – the evidence is there on YouTube 
– but nothing has happened about it.”

Paddy Gibson, a local activist, 
was one of the 60 people put on the 

excluded persons list before APEC. 
“I was never told why I was on the list. 
I can only assume why. I have not been 
convicted of any offence. My inclusion 
on the list is purely because of my part 
in protest activity,” said Mr Gibson. 
“It is a legislative attempt to intimi-
date people.”

Mr Gibson also cited the lack of trans-
parency under which a person could be 
declared a “serious risk to public order” 
by the Police Commissioner. 

“People who are organised on a 
community level to mobilise opposi-
tion against policies are targeted,” said 
Mr Gibson. “They don’t need to make 
public or even inform the people on the 
list why they are on the list.”

Mr Gibson was arrested during APEC 
and held for an hour. He is currently 
pursuing a wrongful arrest claim against 
NSW Police.

Frasers Broadway 
plan greener, bigger

APEC powers permanent?
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News

Crossing at Elizabeth & Randle Sts, Surry Hills – Be careful!
The Surry Hills Business Alliance and the Nichols Street Community Group 
are running a strong local campaign to make the City Council and RTA put a 
pedestrian crossing at the corner of Elizabeth and Randle Streets, Surry Hills. 
The Surry Hills Business Alliance, in its email newsletter, reports spokesperson 
Brian Adams as saying: “Taxis are a big problem as they often ignore pedestrians 
while turning into Randle Street to go to their ranks at Central Station. Sydney 
Buses, driving too fast, sometimes use Randle Street to pick up passengers when 
trains don’t run due to track work, particularly on weekends.” Nichols Street 
Community Group spokesperson Brian Noad said: “Pedestrians here are late-night 
patrons in the many hotels. A lot come from the suburbs. Residents want police 
to have zero tolerance for alcohol-fuelled violence, with bans on late-night 
hotel entry to slash crime and violence and to increase pedestrian safety.” 
The Community wrote to the CEO to ask if Council would paint a crossing on the 
road. City of Sydney CEO Monica Barone, wrote to the Nichols Street Community 
Group saying: “I would like to make the general comment that the City is 
committed to providing a safe and pleasant environment for local residents to 
live and do business. To improve our City’s environmental outcomes, priority is 
increasingly being given to improving facilities for pedestrians and cyclists as part 
of our Local Area Traffic Management schemes.”

 

Our friends at Fairfax are having a hard time 
As Fast News reported last month, Fairfax recently apologised to newsagents for 
the constant late delivery of the Herald and its other papers, as well as apologising 
to a senior journalist whom management accused of leaking a story to their rivals 
at News Ltd. Now perhaps they need to apologise to Redfern. Michael Englert 
e-mailed Fast News and asked: “Did you see the SMH’s Good Living supplement 
today? The cover says, ‘HOT SPOTS – A foodie guide to Redfern and beyond’. 
The story by Helen Greenwood includes a ‘cutesy’ map of the 15 selected food 
eateries - mentioning two in Redfern and other cafes in Waterloo, Alexandria, 
Mascot and Rosebery.” Michael points out that the Zensation Teahouse is 
actually in Surry Hills and the Saint Germain Patisserie looks like Darlington or 
Chippendale on the Fairfax map which doesn’t even include Redfern Street. 
They’ve forgotten Redfern, haven’t they? Here’s a newspaper trying to sound 
trendy by mentioning Redfern but not actually covering the real Redfern eateries. 
“A true foodies guide to Redfern should include the cafes, restaurants and free 
food services or subsidised food outlets e.g. Café Cana.” Why not do a real 
Redfern foodies guide in response to the Fairfax effort, Michael suggested - 
especially with the Survival Expresso Bar just opening up again?

 

Balfour Park at last
The Chippendale Resident Group in its recent email newsletter wrote: “Sunday 
March 30 is an auspicious date for Chippendale. It marks the formal closure of 
a part of Balfour Street (between Kensington and O’Connor Streets) to make our 
latest small park. Chippendale has the lowest open space per person of all Sydney 
suburbs. So, every additional green space we can gain is valuable. Even tiny 
“pocket parks” (like the street closures on Balfour at Cleveland, and at Shepherd 
at Broadway) have a positive benefit for us in a number of ways. “But there’s 
an important community lesson with the new Balfour Street Park (yet to have 
an official name). Moves to have this street closure and park started many 
years ago when a small group of residents approached Council. Despite getting 
rejected, deferred numerous times, being buried in municipal bureaucracy, 
and becoming sidelined through Council amalgamations, the idea simply was 
not allowed to die. We salute the residents who kept persisting and nagging 
on the matter. They never gave up. Eventually, the park will be properly 
landscaped. It will link across O’Connor Street with the main park intended for 
the brewery site redevelopment and with the strip park to be created down the 
side of Wellington Street. It will also become part of the long-advocated ‘green 
link’ pedestrian and cycle-friendly way going from Eveleigh through Redfern, 
Chippendale, and Ultimo into Darling Harbor.” 

 

Cheeky Sydney
A colleague on this paper, Dorothy McRae-McMahon, upon noting the recent 
unveiling of the Kiwi soldier at the north-western end of the Anzac Bridge, 
remembers: “A few years ago, I was walking across the Anzac Bridge from the 
fishmarket when I realised that I was about to pass the unveiling ceremony for 
the newly finished statue of the Australian soldier. A small crowd had gathered 
around the foot of the statue and the guards told me that it was due to be 
unveiled at 2.30. I decided to wait to see what it looked like. We chatted with 
each other in anticipation and, at about 2.20, a couple of guys in bright t-shirts 
arrived and loosened the ropes which held down the covering on the statue. 
They stood back and waited, looking over the edge of the bridge to see if the 
Premier was in sight. Nothing happened and 2.30 passed. At 2.45 they looked 
at their watches, conferred with each other and then, as we watched and before 
the guards realised what was about to happen, they moved to the statute and 
unveiled it! We all laughed, cheered and clapped. The one or two media people 
who were there with microphones asked us what we thought of the statue and 
we replied enthusiastically. We duly admired the statue and then trickled away. 
Some of us, including myself, were crossing to the other side of the bridge to 
the footway. As we went under the bridge to do that, there was Premier Bob 
Carr, followed by a number of robed chaplains puffing up the steps from below, 
obviously arriving to unveil the statue. We said loudly to him, ‘Too late! We’ve 
already done it!’ He took no notice of us and kept onward and upward. To this 
day, I always wonder why I didn’t follow to see what happened. I also wonder 
why nobody seemed to report our ‘people’s unveiling’. What I thought to myself 
was that, only in Sydney would a couple of guys in t-shirts have the cheek to 
unveil a formal statue because a Premier kept them waiting. Somehow, I felt and 
still feel that many Anzac soldiers would be delighted that it happened and that it 
may even have reflected their spirit more than the planned formalities!”
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Ben Falkenmire

Sweeping developments proposed 
by the Redfern Waterloo Authority to 
transform the North Eveleigh rail yards 
have been met with tepid approval 
from local community inspectors 
REDWatch.

The RWA’s Concept Plan for North 
Eveleigh, which will see 2,400 new 
residents and 3,270 employees enter the 
area, went on public exhibition May 1 
with an extended community consulta-
tion window.

Commenting on an earlier version of 
the RWA’s plan, REDWatch said plan 
density and building height could have 
been a lot worse for residents.

“I think it’s great these buildings will 
retain some space and some vistas for 
surrounding residents,” REDWatch’s 
Geoff Turnbull said. “It could be seven 
or 10 times worse. It may well be that 
people will end up happy with what 
ends up there.”

Building heights in the eastern part of 
the plans are to be four to five storeys 
near existing residences on Cornwallis 
and Garden Streets, and eight storeys 
closer to the train tracks. 

Over on the west eight- and 12-storey 
buildings will line Wilson Street, with 

five- and four-storey residential buildings 
planned near the train tracks.

Arch planning scrutineer Mr Turnbull 
said there were some concerns about the 
plans, mainly around parking, heritage 
and green credentials.

“How parking will be handled in 
relation to CarriageWorks, which is 
currently an issue, is a point of concern,” 
he said. “There are also no indications 
the RWA is going for best practice for 
green credentials like Frasers are on 
the CUB site. We are hoping for some 
improvement on that.”

Of the 181,000 square metres of floor 
space planned, more than half will 
be residential (92,000 square metres) 
and there will be on-site reuse of 
stormwater.

Just under 30% of floor space will 
comprise the adaptive reuse of heritage 
buildings including the Paint Shop in 
the east where four- and five-storey 
residential blocks and retail space are 
to be created.

“It really is early days for the heritage 
side of things,” Mr Turnbull said. “The 
Paint Shop is potentially at risk with 
larger heights planned than the existing 
building height.”

Welcoming the extension of com-
munity consultation by the RWA from 
four to six weeks, Mr Turnbull said 

consultation by the RWA could have 
been better.

“Certainly the RWA has improved 
some of the stuff that was in the BEP,” 
Mr Turnbull said. “But we have this 
process where the exhibition is the 
consultation. Quite often the stuff has 
been signed off before community gets 
a look at it.”

CEO of the RWA Robert Domm said 
the local community has had “at least 
three significant opportunities to provide 
their input over North Eveleigh”.

“This is in addition to CarriageWorks, 
Yaama Dhiyaan and the Blacksmiths’ 
workshop community markets which 
have all undergone consultative proc-
esses,” he said.

Mr Domm said the RWA had sought 
extra time for the community to digest 
the plans, including eight information 
sessions for the public up to the final 
date for submissions on June 12.

Proceeds of the sale of North Eveleigh 
are to be used for a million-dollar upgrade 
of Redfern train station and the building 
of a pedestrian and cyclist bridge linking 
the ATP with Wilson Street.

The Concept Plan for North Eveleigh can 

be viewed at www.redfernwaterloo.com.

au or in person at the City of Sydney 

Centre, 158 Redfern Street, Redfern. 

Linda Daniele

An increasing number of homeless 
people seeking help in Newtown has 
prompted the establishment of a com-
munity forum to address the growing 
problem. Overcoming homelessness 
in Newtown is the focus of a forum 
being held at the Newtown Neighbour-
hood Centre on May 14. The Centre’s 
executive officer, Lisa Burns, said the 
forum will allow for the development 
of critical new strategies. 

Staff at the NNC have reported more 
than 1,200 accommodation requests and 
over 450 tenancy-issue queries in the 
past year alone, and expect the number 
to grow. “We’re finding that a lot more 
people are turning up to our front counter 
who are homeless and it’s one of our 
biggest unmet needs,” Ms Burns said. 

According to Ms Burns, the face of 
homelessness in the area has changed. 
“Traditionally we would be seeing older 
men, but that’s changing and now we 
see single women and families too. 
It really is a mix of people,” she said. 
“We’ve got a good community, a vibrant 
community, but as the area has evolved 
there is a lot more of a divide than there 

used to be.” 
Speakers at the forum are repre-

sentatives from some of the Centre’s 
key partner service providers in the 
inner-city area, including the Homeless 
Persons’ Legal Service and the Inner City 
Homelessness Outreach and Support 
Service, established by the Department of 
Housing’s Homelessness Unit for people 
across the City of Sydney area. The 
Centre’s Boarding House Project will also 
be represented, and one of the Centre’s 
clients will share a personal story. 

Figures from the 2001 Census showing 
that 100,000 people a night are homeless 
in Australia with 14,000 sleeping rough 
are already over six years old. “The 
earliest evidence from the new [2006] 
Census data is that it’s getting worse,” 
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd said earlier 
in the year.  

“Homelessness services can only meet 
14% of the accommodation needs and I 
know some people are sleeping rough,” 
said Ms Burns.

Finding a home is a basic need and 
the first that must be met for anything 
else to follow. “Without housing, people 
can’t find work, health issues arise and 
they are prone to becoming victims 
of crime. There are significant mental 

health issues as well. Effectively it means 
homeless people can’t participate in 
society,” she said.

The NNC has developed some good 
partnerships, according to Ms Burns, 
but what’s really needed is a dedicated 
housing worker, counseling services and 
increased access to affordable long-term 
housing for the area. “It often feels like 
we have to go from crisis to crisis before 
we can support people, with nothing 
done about maintaining wellness,” 
she said.

The Centre will be launching a direc-
tory of services at the forum and hope 
to establish a working party to raise the 
profile of homelessness in the area in 
response to the Federal Government’s 
discussion paper on homelessness, being 
issued for consultation during May.

The Sydney Street Choir, whose mem-
bers are homeless or disadvantaged men 
and women, sponsored by NNC, will be 
singing in a closing performance.

Homelessness in Newtown Forum 

Newtown Neighbourhood Centre 

1 Bedford Street, Newtown 

Wednesday, May 14 from 9am to 1.30pm 

Ph: 9516 4755 for bookings 

www.newtowncentre.org

Some concerns over plans for North Eveleigh

Newtown’s homeless in focus
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