
Bob Briton

Qantas is fast building a reputation as a 
leading workplace bully. It has boasted that 
it has 300 strikebreakers on short-term 
contracts for deployment in the event of 
industrial action by flight attendants. It has 
refused to budge thus far on a wage-cutting 
EBA offer to its engineers and brought on 
a campaign of industrial action that has 
thrown flight schedules and travel plans into 
chaos. A leaked email from senior manage-
ment has exposed a “buggery campaign” of 
intimidation against staff supporting their 
union’s efforts.

“If we escalate and advise them they will 
lose pay, do you think they will work on, or 
walk off? Too hard to call with any certainty, 
could go either way but given some of the per-
sonalities I tend to favour walk off based on 
the peer pressure evident. Staying with a bug-
gery campaign always an option. Dick.” This 
is part of an exchange between senior manag-
ers Dick Hayes and Murray Harris carried in 
The Age newspaper that reveals the sorts of 
calculations going on at the top at Qantas. The 
workers’ possible reaction to being replaced 
by scab “management” engineers is also 
canvassed.

Engineers have had their pay docked for 
refusing to do overtime. “What we’ve heard 
is management have put together a team of 
people to start harassing and targeting mem-
bers who are toeing the union line; putting 
pressure on people to do things they shouldn’t 
do,” Australian Licensed Aircraft Engineers 
Association (ALAEA) national secretary 
Steve Purvinas said recently.

Qantas gathered a force of 100 “manage-
ment” engineers and engaged a recruitment 
firm to bring additional strikebreakers from 
overseas in readiness for the next stage of the 
campaign against the ALAEA. A lack of coop-
eration from the Rudd government reportedly 
set back their plans to bring in guest worker 
engineers using section 457 visas. Some main-
tenance work was sent offshore to London and 
Los Angeles.

“We’ve never, ever been a company that 
has agreed when somebody has put a gun 
to our head”, airline CEO Geoff Dixon said 
recently regarding the legitimate industrial 
action by engineers. He didn’t mention all the 
company’s heavy artillery targeting the work-
ers and their union as he spoke.

In the end, a disciplined campaign of bans 
and rolling stoppages has brought Qantas back 
to the negotiating table. Further stoppages 
have been called off and hopes of a break-
through for the workers have been revived. 

But while a ceasefire has been called in the 
airlines’ battle against its engineers, the war 
against the rest of the company’s 35,000 
workers is about to hot up. About 60 per-
cent of Qantas workers have yet to conclude 
Enterprise Bargaining Agreements with their 
budget-slashing management.

Check-in and call centre staff have borne 
most of the brunt of passenger frustration 
as services deteriorate. Their union, the 
Australian Services Union (ASU), is also fed 
up with the company line about generosity 
and responsibility to shareholders.

“He [Dixon] is constantly saying they’ve 
created 7,000 jobs but our [Qantas] member-
ship has contracted by 1,500 to 1,800 and I 
haven’t seen the workload decrease,” ASU 
assistant national secretary Linda White told 
The Australian Financial Review. Their union 
will also have to face off against lavishly 

remunerated airline heavyweights determined 
to hold their pay rise to a less-than-inflation 
three percent.

Qantas management says it is confident that 
staff and the public will see things their way. 
After a strategic planning session held in New 
York recently, the Qantas board announced 
itself well satisfied with its current course and 
that it would hold a number of “roadshows” 
next month to outline its further plans.

The company is reported to be breaking 
up its fleet, freight and frequent flyer opera-
tions and, as has been previously announced, 
cutting back services to several domestic 
and overseas destinations. Jetstar flights will 
replace full service Qantas ones on a number 
of routes. Jetstar crew are still paid less 
than their Qantas counterparts. Geoff Dixon 
remains vague on the number of jobs to go in 
the current cost-cutting binge and puts it as 

“some hundreds”. And, while the company 
still maintains it is on track to make a record 
$1.4 billion profit this year, staff expectations 
for their annual bonuses are low.

Last week, results of a survey of 
Australia’s most “authentic” brands by mar-
keting companies Principals and Synovate 
were released. Two years ago Qantas topped 
the survey list but this year it has slipped 
to position 14. Late flights, slipping serv-
ice standards and the behaviour of airline 
management during last year’s failed private 
equity takeover bid have been blamed for the 
fall from favour.

“The general public and Qantas staff 
didn’t think it was a great idea to privatise 
Qantas,” the ASU’s Linda White noted. “They 
were right and the management were wrong. 
They are wrong, too, about paying people the 
right money. Enough is enough! 
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The demise of the Democrats
The Democrats virtually limited their activities to the par-

liamentary field. The Party did not engage in much “outside of 
parliament” campaigning. With the elimination of all its Senators 
in the last federal elections it will virtually fold up and disappear 
off the political map. It may continue in some form under a new 
name if it can enter into a partnership with one or another of the 
smaller parties.

It was a middle class party which, it should be remembered, 
was a break-away from the Liberal Party. Its membership was 
largely made up of professionals and small business-people and 
although it can claim to have done some effective parliamentary 
work it could not break out of its middle class orientation.

The Democrats were wracked by leadership and policy squab-
bles – some wanted to lead the party in a more progressive direction 
while others insisted on a policy that was little different to those of 
the Liberal Party.

Meg Lees was one of the latter. By supporting the introduction 
of the GST she probably started the Party’s slide. This major tax 
policy imposition was and remains highly unpopular with the ma-
jority of working families. It is an unfair form of taxation hitting 
low and middle income earners most heavily. The huge revenue 
flowing to the federal government from this source is largely re-
sponsible for the huge budget surpluses in recent years and has 
allowed successive governments to reduce taxes on corporations 
and businesses generally.

An equally damaging policy decision by the Democrats was 
their support for WorkChoices which, as everyone knows, was the 
main issue that led to the defeat of the Howard government.

It is futile for the Democrats to claim that they were responsi-
ble for some amendments to the Howard government’s legislation 
when the government was able to get the essence of its legislation 
implemented with the votes of the Democrats in the Senate.

Their internal policy conflicts were reflected in the frequent 
changes in leadership. From founder Don Chipp, to Janine Haines 
who was apparently too progressive for some, to Janet Powell (also 
too progressive for some) to John Coulter, to Cheryl Kernot, who 
sought greener pastures by jumping into the Labor Party, to Meg 
Lees. Lees was followed by Natasha Stott Despoja who attracted 
younger members but was also too progressive for the hierarchy 
and for Senators such as Andrew Murray. She was followed by 
Andrew Bartlett, then Lyn Allison as the final parliamentary 
leader. But by that time irreparable and terminal damage had 
been done.

The party from its inception had adopted a rule which made 
it obligatory for all policies to be submitted to a membership re-
view and endorsement. This may sound very democratic but in 
fact meant that policies were subjected to long delays before they 
could be finally adopted.

This rule ran alongside another principle of freedom of con-
science which meant that everyone, despite a policy decision, could 
follow whatever policy they chose. This is pure anarchy in a politi-
cal party and guaranteed continual instability.

Andrew Murray in his final remarks to Parliament wondered 
about those who he claimed are motivated by the “Western liberal 
tradition”. What is to become of them he asked. “They are not 
conservatives, they are not socialists, they are not Green…” he 
said.

Most are already voting for some other Party as the last elec-
tion showed – probably finding a home for now in the Labor Party 
or the Greens. But fundamentally, the vaunted “liberal tradition” 
finds a comfortable home within the capitalist economy, albeit 
with some of capitalism’s rough edges knocked off.

It is true that they are not socialists but they are conservatives 
in the sense that they continue to back the capitalist economic sys-
tem which is now heading for its most severe economic crisis since 
the 1930s’ depression, the crisis of imperialism brought about by 
the defeat of fascism in WW2 and the subsequent national libera-
tion movement which brought an end to colonialism.

The socialist/communist movement is now stronger than ever 
and many will begin to take this movement more seriously in the 
future as its achievements impact our society and the failures of 
capitalism come under intense scrutiny. 

Under these circumstances both conservatism and its “liberal” 
handmaiden will become less attractive.

PRESS FUND
Lamenting the swift passage of time, Wordsworth (we think) wrote 
“How swift hath time, the subtle thief of youth, stol’n on his wing my 
five and sixtieth year”. He was right! Half the year is gone already, 
and at this rate the Press Fund will be struggling to reach its annual 
target. So please, if it’s at all possible, send us in something for the 
next issue. Everything helps! We offer our sincere thanks to the 
following supporters for their contributions this week:
Bob Brown (no, not that one) $14, Steve Cooper $3, K McQueen $12, 
Peter Reed $50, “Round Figure” $11, Mark Window $10.
This week’s total: $100 Progressive total: $6370.

Anti-war veterans group 
welcomes home troops, 
condemns false withdrawal

A parade through Brisbane streets 
on June 28 that marked the return 
of the last Australian Battle Group 
from Southern Iraq is being 
falsely heralded as a withdrawal of 
Australian troops from Iraq.

“Stand Fast welcomes home the 
troops that have recently returned from 
Southern Iraq”, said Hamish Chitts, 
former Australian infantry soldier, 
East Timor veteran and founder of 
Stand Fast, a group of veterans and 
former military personnel who oppose 
the current wars of occupation in Iraq 
and Afghanistan.

“We are glad that they are no 
longer being placed in harm’s way 
for the sake of oil and the interests 
of global corporations. Unfortunately 
this so-called withdrawal is less than 

one third of the Australian military 
personnel currently in Iraq. The other 
two thirds will continue to remain in 
harm’s way supporting this unpopular 
and unjustifiable occupation.”

Chitts explained that “it is 
far from a withdrawal – it is a re-
shuffling. Most of the troops who 
have recently returned will soon be 
used to bolster Australian military 
efforts to defend the corrupt puppet 
government of Afghanistan and US 
government and business interests in 
that country.”

Sixty three percent of Australians 
today are opposed to the war in Iraq 
and over 50 percent oppose the war 
in Afghanistan. Chitts asked, “How 
can Kevin Rudd claim to be acting 
for democracy when a majority in 

this country want all the troops bought 
home?

“And it is not just democracy here 
that is being ignored; the majority of 
Iraqis and the majority of Afghanis 
don’t want foreign troops occupying 
their land. That’s why the people of 
Iraq and Afghanistan will keep resist-
ing the occupation of their countries.

“So while we welcome home 
these troops, we continue to condemn 
the criminal politicians who sent them 
to Iraq, who kept them there and are 
continuing to send troops to participate 
in the bloody US-led occupation.  
Those who truly support our troops 
should join our call to bring all the 
military personnel, from all the coun-
tries involved, home from Iraq and 
Afghanistan.” 

What Makes A Hero?
What Makes A Hero?
It’s not a matter of death
That makes someone a hero
It is the meaning drawn
From the struggles against the foe

There is the hero who dies in the battlefield
There is the hero who dies of hunger and disease
There is the hero who dies of some accident
There is a hero who dies of old age

Whatever is the matter of death
There is a common denominator
A hero serves the people
To his very last breath

Tribute to trade union leader  
Crispin Beltran (see last week’s Guardian)

CORRECTION
The article “Big tobacco’s 
ruthless exploitation of 
child labour in Malawi” 
(Guardian, June 25) 
authorship was credited 
to Alain Berthoud, who is 
Foundation acting director 
of Eliminating Child Labour 
in Tobacco (ECLT). The 
author was in fact Pilirani 
Semu-Banda. The incorrect 
byline was an oversight and 
The Guardian apologises 
to Alain Berthoud. ECLT is 
based upon a partnership 
between trade unions, 
tobacco growers and 
corporate sector to address 
child labour in the industry.
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Peter Mac

The people of Sydney have recently 
experienced a succession of public 
transport nightmares. In the latest 
disaster some 200 passengers were 
trapped in a crowded train in a 
tunnel for 45 minutes. 

This followed a five-hour delay on 
the M4 expressway (now notorious for 
traffic jams and pollution), as well as a 
disastrous delay when the Spit Bridge 
refused to close.

Some delays and accidents can 
be expected in even the best transport 
systems. But the latest problems are 
indicative of fundamental flaws in the 
Iemma government’s approach. And 
those flaws will cause a major increase 
in the problems that Sydneysiders face 
in getting around their city.

The Iemma government seeks 
to solve every problem with propos-
als which are of major benefit to big 
business, when very often more simple 
and inexpensive methods would be 
quicker and at least as effective. 

A very good example is the 
proposal for Victoria Road, a major 
traffic artery winding into the city. 
The government wants to build a huge 
second bridge to overcome the current 
bottleneck at Iron Cove Bridge, and 
it wants to narrow the existing traf-
fic lanes in both directions from the 
bridge to make four lanes out of the 
current three. 

This will increase the accident risk 
by 15 percent, with a likely 108 extra 
accidents, at a cost of $23 million, 
over the next ten years. The govern-
ment is ignoring the suggestion from 
local residents that reserving one cur-
rent lane for buses would cost almost 
nothing and would effectively solve 
the problem.

Private transport consistently 
gets the funding priority from the 
government. As the Victoria Road 
saga demonstrates, reserving sections 
of road for buses is in many cases not 
even considered.

Moreover, the government’s pri-
orities are given to privately-operated 
toll roads, even when the evidence is 
clear that this is a very expensive, and 
extremely unpopular initiative as the 
catastrophically unsuccessful Cross 
City tunnel has demonstrated.

Sydney’s geography is far more 
suited to public transport, particularly 
trains, rather than cars. Moreover, the 
suddenly rocketing price of petrol is 
clear evidence of the diminishing sup-
plies of accessible oil reserves. Even 
if the mass production of non petrol-
powered vehicles began tomorrow, 
(and the automotive industry has to 
date blocked this, with the exception 

of one very expensive model US 
electric sports car), such vehicles 
would not be readily available for 
many years.

The obvious alternative for the 
immediate term, which the state 
and federal governments should be 
encouraging, is for the expansion and 
improvement of public transport. But 
this is certainly not the case in NSW.

The M4’s problems have been 
compounded by the fact that there is 
virtually no public transport available 
for people wishing to travel through 
the areas served by the motorway. As a 
result, a road system designed in 2001 
to cater for a maximum of 90,000 
vehicles has already far exceeded 
that limit. It is likely that within a few 
years some 120,000 motorists will be 
seeking to use the system.

Nevertheless, the Iemma govern-
ment has no plans to extend the exist-
ing rail network to serve the area. It 
has certainly made comments about 
extending its proposed new Metro 
rail link to serve the eastern beaches. 
However, the Metro proposal consti-
tutes the biggest threat to the existing 
network, because construction of the 
first line alone would consume more 
than the entire funding allocation for 
maintenance and improvement of the 
existing network over the next twenty 
years.

The Metro would also involve a 
completely different mechanical sys-
tem, and would be privately operated. 
That’s a recipe for astronomical costs 
and for the destruction of existing 
system by years of neglect. The pre-
allocation of funds for the Metro prob-
ably already accounts for the many 
breakdowns and inadequate mainte-
nance of the existing rail network.

The Iemma government should be 
giving top priority to improving and 
extending the current public transport 
system. Its next priority should be the 
implementation of dedicated cycle-
ways, particularly to provide access 
to the city centre, as other cities are 
doing. Its last priority should be for 
the expansion of the existing road 
network. The involvement of big busi-
ness in privately-operated motorways 
has been so disastrous that it should in 
effect be wiped from the slate.

But Iemma’s priorities are in 
exactly the reverse order. They don’t 
care. When an interviewer recently 
reminded NSW treasurer Michael 
Costa about the appallingly low public 
approval ratings of the Premier and 
his government, Costa sneered that 
he was going to ignore this, and just 
get on with “the business of govern-
ment”. And that just about sums up 
their approach. 

Australia

Iemma govt’s transport handling:
Incompetent and arrogant

“Playing God with sanctuary”
A dangerous gap exists in Australia’s 
refugee system that means people 
threatened with torture and gross 
human rights violations are being 
sent back to their country of origin 
after years in detention centres 
because they do not fit the technical 
definition of a “refugee”, according 
to a joint report by refugee policy 
group A Just Australia* (AJA) and 
Oxfam last month.

Under the current system, a 
person who faces danger if they 
return to their place of origin might 
slip through the gaps and only get 
asylum by applying for refugee sta-
tus, knowing they will be rejected, 
apply for a second time once they 
are rejected and then seek ministe-
rial intervention – which may not be 
granted.

The report, Playing God with 
Sanctuary: A study of Australia’s 
approach to complementary protec-
tion obligations beyond the Refugee 
Convention, follows Immigration 
Minister Chris Evans’ comments in 
February that he was uncomfortable 
“playing God”, expressing concern 
about “the lack of transparency and 
accountability for those decisions”.

“Australia is now one of the few 
developed countries with no formal 
system of complementary protection 
and we urge Minister Evans to take 
action on this issue sooner rather 
than later as other countries like 
New Zealand have done recently”, 
Mr Hewett said.

The report recommends an 
urgent overhaul of the system which 
currently dictates that if a person is 
not considered a refugee because 
their persecution is unrelated to race, 
religion, nationality, or personal 
politics, there is no formal process 
in place for them to seek asylum in 
Australia.

“This system means that not 
only are people being sent home 
to countries where they face harm 
but beforehand they are spending 
years and years in detention while 
the process unfolds, costing them 
dearly and costing the Australian 
taxpayer between $200 and $1,800 
per detainee, per day”, AJA national 
coordinator Kate Gauthier said.

“The system must be made 
fairer and more efficient for both the 
asylum seeker and the Australian 
taxpayer.”

Released on World Refugee Day, 
the report recommends a new, fairer 
model of “complementary protec-
tion” that simplifies and speeds up 
the process by enabling the asylum 
seeker to apply immediately under 
a number of different interna-
tional human rights treaties like the 
Convention Against Torture and the 
International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights.

The model was developed by 
Amnesty International, National 
Council of Churches and the 
Refugee Council of Australia and 
has been endorsed by 29 organisa-
tions across Australia.

Human Rights Commissioner 
Graeme Innes welcomed the report 
and urged the government to move 
forward on the issue.

“Australia has obligations not to 
return people to countries where they 
face torture or death, regardless of 

whether or not they fit the definition 
of refugee”, Mr Innes said. “The cur-
rent system of ministerial discretion 
is not the appropriate way to ensure 
people are protected from some 
of the most serious human rights 
abuses.”

The term “complementary pro-
tection” relates to the obligations 
governments have to protect people 
from all over the world beyond 
the Refugee Convention alone (for 
example, the Convention Against 
Torture, of which Australia is a sig-
natory). It covers a person who is 
in need of international protection 
because they cannot be returned to 
their home country safely, but who 
is not a “refugee” as defined by the 
Convention. This includes people 
who are at risk of being tortured on 
return to their country; are fleeing 
civil war or generalised violence, or 
are stateless.
* A Just Australia is a national 
lobby group for just policies 
and programs for refugees and 
asylum seekers. 

Pete’s Corner

The Public Service Association 
(PSA) has won a case on behalf of 
a DOCS child protection worker 
who was stabbed with a knife by a 
client’s mother at work. 

The case was brought against the 
Department of Community Services 
on the grounds that the department’s 
occupational health and safety systems 
failed to protect case workers from 
dangerous clients.

“Today’s ruling is a break-through 
as it recognises the daily dangers 
faced by DOCS caseworkers”, said 
Steve Turner, assistant secretary of 
the PSA.

“We took the decision to pros-
ecute DOCS in order to get the 
department to take poor safety 
conditions for staff more seriously. 
Hundreds of caseworkers are leav-
ing this vital public service every 
year due to the stress and trauma of 
the role.”

Mr Turner said there was a need 
to protect those who protect our state’s 
children.

The DOCS Case Work Manager 
who walked into the middle of the 
attack was in Sydney to hear the deci-
sion. He says workers feared for their 
lives when a child’s violent mother 
walked into his Ballina office with 
a knife and stabbed a fellow case 
worker.

“The attack shows DOCS’ so-
called safety systems are not protect-
ing workers from the known risks 
of violent clients at work”, said Mr 
Turner on the case worker’s behalf.

“DOCs case workers are already 
overworked so more staff leaving due 
to dangerous conditions will reduce 
the ability of DOCS to care for chil-
dren in need.

“The PSA will continue to pursue 
the safety of vital public servants when 
the state does not.” 

DOCS worker wins case

Photo: Avante Media Australia
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SA teachers take 
EB campaign to 
the streets
John Heywood

Around 9000 members and sup-
porters of the Australian Education 
Union (AEU) took industrial action 
in South Australia last Tuesday. 
It was the first time schools have 
closed for a full day in twelve 
years and the first time in around 
two decades under a Labor gov-
ernment. AEU members in the 
Adelaide metro area descended 
on Rymill Park where they began 
a noisy march to the steps of 
Parliament House. The rally was so 
large that it brought the CBD to a 
near standstill, completely blocking 
North Terrace (see photo).

The strike was called by the union 
after six months of negotiations with 
representatives from Government, 
TAFE and the Education Department 
led to two completely inadequate 
enterprise offers. The second offer was 
supposed to be “new and improved” 
but made no advances on the 3.25 
percent pay increase in the original 
offer. The AEU has pointed out that 
3.25 percent does not even equate 
to CPI which, for the 2008 March 
quarter, was running at well over four 
percent.

Although the government and 
some sections of the media have 
preferred to highlight the salary 
component of the AEU’s Claim, the 
union has been at pains to point out 
that salary is just one of around five 
key components. Along with salary 
increases that aim to give SA educa-
tors wage parity with other states 
– currently they are the lowest paid 
in the nation – the union is seeking 
the inclusion of provisions to address 
workload, recruitment and retention, 
class sizes and professional develop-
ment. So far, the government has 
failed to address the AEU’s Claim in 
most of these areas and seems unable 
to negotiate in good faith.

Throughout the course of the 
negotiations, Michael Wright, Minister 
for Industrial Relations in South 
Australia, has referred to the EB 
process as “the usual argy bargy” 
and given the clear impression that 
he really doesn’t take the AEU’s 
Claim for A New Agreement seri-
ously. But by no means does he hold 

a monopoly on such indifference; 
Education Minister Jane Lomax-Smith 
has been noticeably absent from the 
public debate and according to a 
source close to the AEU, has almost 
completely detached herself from 
the EB process. Apparently, her only 
direct communication with the union 
on the EB process came a few days 
prior to the scheduled strike where 
she announced that she would seek the 
intervention of the IRC in stopping the 
union’s planned action.

An issue that has proved instru-
mental in uniting the union mem-
bership and the community during 
the EB appears to be a government 
proposal for a new “per-capita” fund-
ing formula. Based on government 
figures supplied to the AEU, 175 
schools will be worse off. The pro-
posed formula would see a school’s 
funding change from term to term 
depending on enrolments. Typically, 
many of the sites to lose out are the 
smaller schools already struggling in 
an education system that is under-
funded nationally to the tune of $2.9 
billion per annum.

Also among the losers in the 
government’s proposed formula are 
nine Aboriginal schools. Perhaps the 
pro-mining Mr Rann was meeting 
with his big business buddies during 
the Apology and missed the Prime 
Ministers pledge to fix Indigenous 
education.

But it doesn’t stop there. TAFE 
workers, already burdened with the 
difficulty of finding ways to “compete 
in the market place”, will also suffer 
under the government’s proposed 
offer. Thanks to a restructuring of 
lecturer classifications, their offer 
would see around a quarter of staff 
completely miss out on any pay-rise 
at all over the next three years! To add 
insult to injury, the government wants 
to redefine “ordinary” working hours 
as 7am to 10pm, Monday to Sunday! 
Did I hear someone say WorkChoices 
was defeated?

One of the Rudd Government’s 
other election promises was the priori-
tisation of improvements in the area of 
Early Childhood Education. However 
with the introduction of “super 
schools”, Mr Rudd’s SA counterparts 
are proposing measures that will lead 

to the erosion of Early Childhood 
leadership and expertise. Preschools 
will be integrated into these larger 
sites and leadership positions will be 
reduced.

There’s no doubt that public 
education in South Australia is facing 
an insidious attack from the Labor 
Government. However, the AEU is 
mounting a strong campaign and so far 
seems to be winning the battle in both 
the community and the press.

The CPA supports the AEU’s cam-
paign to defeat the Rann Government’s 
reactionary policies, policies that will 
ultimately increase the divide between 
the public and private education 
systems.
More information on the AEU 
campaign is available on their 
blog site 2008eba.org 

Campaign to fix childcare skills
Last month the LHMU Childcare 
Union launched a childcare indus-
try campaign to address the biggest 
threat to quality early childhood 
education and care for Australian 
families: the childcare skills crisis.

The LHMU’s BIG STEPS in 
childcare campaign is about creating 
the best early childhood education 
and care (ECEC) system for children, 
families and the economy. This will 
be impossible without a solution to 
Australia’s costly childcare skills 
crisis.

“Parents need to know that up to 
60 percent of childcare workers leave 
the industry every year,” said LHMU 
national secretary Louise Tarrant.

“This level of turnover in educa-
tion and care staff is bad for children. 
It’s also costly for childcare operators,” 
says Tarrant, “and that means more 
worry and expense for parents.”

The federal government has com-
mitted close to $1 billion to reform 
Australia’s childcare system, including 
$533.5 million for 15 hours of early 
childhood education for children in the 
year before formal schooling and $126 
million for a Childcare Workforce 
Strategy.

The BIG STEPS in childcare 
campaign will look to Australia’s state 
and territory governments to increase 
investment in overcoming Australia’s 
childcare skills crisis.

The campaign will also work with 
the Australian and state and territory 
governments to ensure childcare train-
ing initiatives are accessible to the 
existing childcare workforce.

The union says that because of 
the childcare skills crisis, it will be 
impossible for the industry to imple-
ment improved ECEC programs 
without developing the skills of the 

existing childcare workforce.
The LHMU’s BIG STEPS in 

childcare campaign is a working 
alliance including Early Childhood 
Australia, the National Association of 
Community Based Children’s Services 
and the Children’s Services Policy 
Taskforce to create a national ECEC 
workforce strategy that develops the 
skills of the entire early childhood 
workforce and creates the career paths 
needed to stop massive rates of turno-
ver in the sector.

A solution to the childcare skills 
crisis must include scholarships to 
assist childcare diploma holders to 
upgrade their skills and a nationally 
coordinated system of Recognition 
of Prior Learning to recognise the 
skills of childcare workforce who 
currently have no formal childcare 
qualifications.  

Urgent action needed to protect 
Australian shipping
New figures exposing the impact of 
the Howard government’s neglect 
of the Australian shipping industry 
highlights the importance of tight-
ening rules for foreign vessels, the 
Maritime Union of Australia said 
last week.

A government report shows 
the number of Australian vessels 
servicing the coast fell in 2006/07 
below 100 for the first time. The 
report also shows that the number 
of voyages by foreign flagged 
ships carrying Australian coastal 
cargo jumped by 56.4 percent in 
just one year between 2005-06 and 
2006-07. 

MUA national secretary Paddy 
Crumlin said the figures showed that 
the Howard government had left 
Australian shipping facing possible 
extinction. 

“In this context, the MUA 
welcomes the Rudd government’s 
announcement that it will tighten 
the guidelines on approving foreign 

vessels access to Australian coastal 
cargo.”

Transport Minister Anthony 
Albanese has announced changes 
to Ministerial Guidelines, which 
will help close loopholes around the 
Single Voyage Permit (SVP) system, 
under which foreign ships apply to 
carry cargo between Australian ports.

The new guidelines will enable 
stakeholders to be on the lookout 
for abuses which deny Australian 
licensed ships the right to carry 
Australian coastal cargo, such as:
•  late applications for permits; 
•  patterns of applications suggesting 

exporters and foreign ship opera-
tors are colluding on the timing of 
permit applications; 

•  overstating the size of cargo 
requirements, and unreasonable 
conditions (such as the lowest 
international freight rate).

The union said the changes will 
help close the many loopholes that 
have turned the SVP system into 

a rubber stamp process, carried on 
behind closed doors.”

Mr Crumlin said that while 
there was a place for foreign flagged 
vessels in carrying domestic cargo 
at peak times, the system had been 
abused to the point where foreign 
vessels were taking over domestic 
routes.

“There are a number of reasons 
a strong Australian shipping industry 
is in the national interest - lower 
freight rates for long haul domestic 
shippers, Australian seafarers have 
world best security clearances, are 
multi-skilled and are the best trained.

“And at a time when the chal-
lenges of climate change are forcing 
us to rethink the way we transport 
goods, a low-emission shipping 
industry is good for the nation.”

He said the figures further 
highlight the need for strong recom-
mendations from the government’s 
Shipping Inquiry, which is due to 
report in October. 

RSPCA gone to the dogs
Darwin members at the RSPCA 
have approached their union, 
the Liquor, Hospitality and 
Miscellaneous Workers’ Union 
(LHMU), wanting to place a vote 
of no confidence in the RSPCA 
Board of Management.

“The LHMU has been advised 
that the Board have made the 
CEO position redundant despite 
the CEO enjoying the full sup-
port and confidence of her staff,” 
said Erina Early, LHMU industrial 
officer.

“Staff members are pushing for 
the existing Board members to step 
down and the CEO Ms Jayne Porter 
to be reinstated.”

Ms Early said that this was the 
seventh CEO that had left, had their 
employment terminated or made 

redundant in the last six years under 
the existing Board.

“Despite the best efforts of 
RSCPA staff, this management 
instability has a bad impact on the 
services provided to the people and 
animals who rely on the RSPCA.

“It is widely held belief by the 
staff that Ms Porter was doing a fan-
tastic job as CEO. That makes this 
decision extremely difficult to com-
prehend for these hard working and 
dedicated employees.”

LHMU members at the RSCPA 
have advised the union that the 
Board’s decision was made without 
consultation with staff members. 
Consequently, RSPCA employees 
are losing confidence in the Board.

The Board’s decision became 
effective at the end of June. 

Photo: Philip Griffin
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Have you been to the new Apple 
shop in Sydney? Sorry, redundant 
question. Of course you have. Even 
most of you who live outside of 
Sydney must have by now.

I just couldn’t pick you out in the 
crowd. You weren’t one of the first 
four people in the queue (numbers 
one and two were from Melbourne 
and Brisbane, three and four from San 
Francisco).

I didn’t recognise you by your 
tattoo. (And we’re not just talking 
about the cute little Apple logo, but 
of various other little uniquely Mac 
symbols too, like the one that shows 
on your screen when another Mac 
computer is using yours as a back-up 
hard-drive.)

All jokes aside, I have been abso-
lutely gob-smacked by all the hype 
and hysteria surrounding the opening 
event. And working in the Sydney 
CBD – even though it requires a 
detour between my workplace and the 
nearest train station – even I couldn’t 
resist walking past it several times 
before and during the big occasion.

I saw those first four people, and 
dozens of others, already in line when 
I walked past the shop twenty-four 
hours prior to its opening.

On the afternoon of its 5pm open-
ing the line stretched as far as the eye 
could see – literally – because after it 
stretched four blocks down from the 
door of the shop until it turned a cor-
ner, then another, and then another.

Police units had been called in 
for crowd control, frantically trying 
to keep people spilling into the streets 
and scratching their collective heads as 
to where next to divert them.

I hurried to get out of the city after 
I saw that, but found myself battling 
to get down the stairs of Wynyard  
Station because of people trying to 
desperate to get in to the city. 

The following night – Friday – is 
also late-night shopping in Sydney. Yet 
another queue!

By this stage I was caught up in the 
thrill of the whole event. I just couldn’t 
wait to go and see it all for myself.

I took the plunge the follow week 
one night after work. The shop was 
jam-packed. Not in the “lots and lots 
of people” sense, but in a “squeezing 
your way through the crowd of sweaty 
bodies” way.

It was at this point I grabbed for 
some sense of objectivity. I stood at 
one end of the shop and tried to picture 
it empty. Now what do I see?

Firstly, it’s a beautiful shop. 
Enormous, flawless stainless steel 
panels from Japan, dazzling glass 
from Germany, glowing redwood 
from the USA, mesmerizing marble 
floors from Italy.

Now the products: laptop comput-
ers, available in three models – barely 
distinguishable – in different sizes, 
with a choice of white, black or silver. 
Desktop computers, of very different 
shapes, available in silver, silver or 
silver.

Then come the iPod music/
video-players. Prices range from 
$65 to $629. Colours by the dozen, 
of different sizes, but basically all 
“small”. (You’ve already seen these 
everywhere, I’m sure – the actual iPod 
may be hidden but when you get on a 
train or walk through a mall: they’re 
indicated by the little white strings 

hanging out the side of people’s heads. 
These days you also see them on most 
pedestrians who’ve been hit by cars.) 

But oh, the accessories! Don’t 
leave the shop without your Bowers 
& Wilkins Zeppelin Speakers. Or 
your AirPort Express Base Station. 
Or your LaCie Rugged All-Terrain 
Hard Drive.

But remove all the people from 
the shop and what you have most of 
all, between the shelves of products, is, 
um, “space”, and lots of it, no doubt 
to hold the number of people who will 
cram into it for years to come.

But in the end: hey, it’s just a 
shop.

But there is nothing in here that 
you can’t have bought already at a 
local Apple specialty store. Or even 
somewhere like David Jones for that 
matter.

And that goes double for those 
people who came from overseas. 
There are hundreds of Apple shops all 
over the world – why did they fly all 
the way over here to come to this one? 
(I should point out here that the visi-
tors didn’t even have a time and date 
that the shop would be opening until 
it was announced three weeks before-
hand. Therefore they would have had 
to book their flights either based on a 
guess – assisted by the rumours and 
online betting that has been taking 
place on the internet over the last 
six months, or at the last minute at a 
premium price.)

Benefits? Very little for Australia – 
constructed completely from imported 
materials. Selling products guaran-
teed to be 100 percent designed and 
manufactured overseas. Vast share 
(if not all) of the profits heading over 
there too.

It probably hasn’t even created 
new jobs – just stolen the staff made 
redundant by other local retailers 
who will go bust now their sales will 
inevitably dry up. (Why buy a Mac 
in Parramatta when you can travel 25 
kilometres into the city and buy one in 
a shop that has a glass staircase!)

It is architecture and design at its 
most glamorous.

It contains products packed with 
cutting-edge technology.

It is a monument to super-profit 
capitalism.

But … it’s only a shop. 

Australia

In WA, the state government intends to set up an “independ-
ent” body to identify and procure new water sources that will be 
set up, owned and operated by the private sector. The state’s 
Water Corporation’s retiring managing director, Jim Gill, warned 
last month that the proposal would threaten the existing system, 
pointing out WA has coped much better with drought conditions 
than eastern states because of the currently publicly owned and 
operated system up. Said Dr Gill, “The big advantage has actu-
ally been we have had just one outfit with clear accountability 
to just get on with it. We have defined the problem for the poli-
ticians and the public and then we have offered the solution.”

Still in WA, an Aboriginal woman who was acquitted of murder after 
spending more than two years in jail will not receive any compen-
sation for her wrongful conviction and incarceration. Jeanie Angel 
was found guilty by an all-white jury in Port Headland in 1989. She 
has never received a formal apology or any compensation payout.

So Athletics Australia has decided to ban Australia’s track and field 
team from the opening ceremony of the Beijing Olympics. The ath-
letes will stay in training camps in Japan and Hong Kong until their 
events are on. The stated reason for the ban was because of the 
pollution in the city. “Wow, you’re kidding”, exclaimed Jeff Ruffolo, 
the spokesman for the Beijing Organising Committee for the 
Olympic Games. “That’s the first time we’ve heard anything about 
a large group of athletes pulling out of the opening ceremony.” He 
pointed out that previous host cities had their pollution problems 
but that the Games went ahead anyway, without any ban. “For 
example, in Los Angeles in 1984, when conditions were consider-
ably worse. The smog was impenetrable, but the Games turned 
out sparklingly …”. Later, Athletic Australia’s national performance 
manager, Max Binnington, backed off from the pollution claim, say-
ing it was instead about ensuring the team had a “stable training 
environment”. Stable training environment? Away from the Olympic 
city, with the team split up in two different countries? Pull the other.

CAPITALIST HOG OF THE WEEK: is Beechwood Homes. In 
addition to the 350 customers left with half-finished homes fol-
lowing the collapse of Beechwood Homes, 580 others have 
been told they do not even own the house plans they have 
paid for. The latter had spent thousands of dollars on site sur-
veys, plans and development applications lodged with councils 
but have been told they do not qualify for any compensation 
from the state’s home building warranty insurance scheme. 
The first to be paid with monies from the sale of Beechwood 
assets is … you guessed it, its creditor, WestBank. Some of 
the Beechwood plan-holders are up in arms, demanding they 
be allowed to write off the money they’ve spent and take their 
plans to another builder. Of course, the other Beechwood vic-
tims are its employees, who now face unemployment. It’s odds 
on that the company’s directors aren’t headed for the poorhouse.

The strange tale  
of the Apple shop

Funding boost for anti-smoking 
measures in Tasmania
Health groups have welcomed new 
funding for anti-smoking measures 
announced by the Tasmanian 
government, and have called 
on all Australian governments 
to combine realistic funding for 
anti-tobacco measures with strong 
legislation.

Tasmania will spend an extra 
$2.7 million over four years on 
media, an area of promotion that has 
stagnated in recent times. 

Action on Smoking and Health 
(ASH) Australia has pointed to the 
need for all jurisdictions to maintain 
a two-pronged attack on smoking by 
combining: 
•  adequate funding of mass media 

quit campaigns and other anti-
smoking measures; and

•  strong legislation for smoke-free 
public places and against tobacco 
promotion.

“Good research evidence world-
wide shows we need to put both 
these approaches in place to reduce 
smoking harm and costs”, said ASH 
chief executive Anne Jones.

“Tasmania has been one of the 
leading jurisdictions in strong leg-
islation, but has been let down until 
now by poor funding. We can now 
expect to see a significant fall in 
smoking rates there.

“This is a great result for the 
state and a credit to its Health 
Minister, government and advis-
ers – and to the health groups in the 
Smoke-free Tasmania coalition who 
have worked tirelessly to win the 

support of government.”
ASH says other jurisdictions, 

particularly the larger states, have the 
reverse problem: they have provided 
better funding for quit campaigns but 
have been let down by weak laws 
allowing smoky crowded places 
and tobacco promotions in shops to 
continue.

“To maximise their investment 
in anti-smoking measures, the larger 
states now need to strengthen their 
legislative efforts to match those of 
states like Tasmania, Queensland and 
Western Australia”, said Anne Jones.   

“With this approach, we could 
see a steeper fall in smoking rates – 
and greater saving of life, health and 
money.” 

Taking issue – Julie Messenger
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The hours were nine-to-five – the other nine, 
the other five. The pay wasn’t great, but I 
needed the money. I was living in Athens at 
the time and language-teaching opportunities 
had dried up as the long summer began. My 
rent was due in a few days time. 

All I had to do, said the disco-bar owner 
– a balding Greek named Ringo – was talk to 
customers. That’s all. Talk to them and encour-
age them to buy drinks. And sometimes dance 
with them.

If I wanted to leave the establishment with 
a customer before the night was up, the latter 
would have to buy a bottle of champagne. 

I didn’t see why I should want to do that.
I’ve been thinking about this interlude in 

my life quite a bit recently. And it fills me with 
horror.

Not because the experience was gruesome 
or exploitative, shameful or even regrettable – 
it was none of these. But because many of the 
young women who appear in this article did 
what I did: answered an ad in a paper and went 
for a job that might be a bit dodgy, because they 
needed the money.

The advertisement that Louisiana, a 26-year-
old from Lithuania, responded to was innocuous 
by comparison. It was for cleaning and catering 
jobs in Britain. She travelled to England with a 
man from the job agency. “I had my own pass-
port. But when we arrived he took my passport 
away and told me I had to work as a prostitute. 
He said I owed him money for the travel and 
I would have to pay him back this way. I was 
shocked. I would never have chosen to do this. 
I did not know what to do. I don’t feel able to 
talk properly about what happened to me after 
that, not even to my support worker.”

Louisiana was eventually able to escape 
and found refuge at the Poppy Project, which 
provides shelter for trafficked women.

Her compatriot Danielle, now aged 18, was 
just 15 when she was trafficked. Her friend 
had been offered a summer job in London and 
Danielle decided to accompany her. “At the 
airport we were met by some men who handed 
£3,500 (AU$7,300) to a guy who travelled with 
me. To my horror I realised I’d been sold. I was 
taken to Birmingham by the man who bought 
me. He raped me, then took me to a brothel and 
said I had to have sex with customers. I was too 
terrified to refuse. One of the other girls work-
ing there said: ‘Don’t even think about trying to 
escape – wherever you run they will find you’. I 
worked in the brothel for several months before 
I escaped. Clients could see that I was distressed, 
but none of them offered to help me. I’m trying 
to rebuild my life. But what they did has changed 
me forever.”

A modern epidemic 
There’s nothing new about slavery. But 

since the mid-1990s there has been an alarm-
ing upsurge in human trafficking – defined as 
“the recruitment, harbouring, transportation, 
provision or obtaining of a person or services 
through force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose 
of subjugation to involuntary servitude, debt 
bondage, or slavery”.

Due to its clandestine and illegal nature, 
statistics are notoriously contentious but the UN 
has settled on the figure of 2.4 million currently 
trafficked for all kinds of purposes. Something 
between 40 and 80 per cent – depending on 
which UN agency’s figures you take – are traf-
ficked into the global sex industry.

The mode of trafficking varies enormously; 
ditto the degrees of trickery and exploitation. 
Some women and girls haven’t a clue what they 
have let themselves in for; others expect to be 
working in the commercial sex or entertainment 
industry, but not in conditions of slavery. 

Testimonies of girls and women – and the 
small minority of boys – who are survivors of 
sex trafficking are enough to break your heart 
and make your blood boil. Many are held cap-
tive, repeatedly assaulted and horribly violated. 

Others are less abused physically, but are psy-
chologically tormented and live in fear of harm 
to themselves and their family members.

Human trafficking represents the most hide-
ous incarnation of globalisation.

A report on the physical and psychological 
impacts on 200 women and adolescents traf-
ficked into Europe from more than 20 countries 
published by the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine, explains: “Traffickers 
maintained control over women by creating an 
unpredictable and unsafe environment to keep 
the women continually ‘on edge’.”

One woman quoted in the report said: “They 
told me they would cut me into pieces and send 
me back like that.”

Survivors were left with many physical 
health problems. But the mental effects – depres-
sion, anxiety, hostility and post-traumatic stress 
– persist long after being rescued and receiving 
counselling. 

“I am scared for no reason”, says one 
woman. “I think someone is behind my door, 
or window. Someone will find me, pick me up, 
beat me and kill me. I have run off and they are 
looking for me. My mood changes all the time. 
I cannot control my mind.”

Globalised sex 
The prime motive for such outrageous abuse 

is simple: money. In this $12 billion global busi-
ness just one woman trafficked into the indus-
trialised world can net her captors an average 
$67,000 a year. 

Predictably, the flow of the traffic is from 
poorer to richer countries. From Latin America 
to the US and Western Europe; from Eastern 
Europe to Western Europe, the Middle East, 
Japan, North America; from Africa to Europe; 
from Nepal to India; from Burma, Cambodia and 
Vietnam to Thailand; from Thailand to Japan and 
Australia – and so on.

Former communist states feature promi-
nently. The move to capitalism presented oppor-
tunities for rapacious wealth creation for some, 
privation for others. Jobs melted into thin air, as 
did free healthcare, education, cheap housing and 
affordable food. Vulnerability was produced on 
a massive, marketable scale.

Working abroad increasingly emerged as 
the way to survive and support your loved ones. 
Families with a member sending money home 
were able to keep their heads above water. 
Economic globalisation and the triumph of capi-
talism provided both the need to migrate and the 
opportunities do so – either legally or illegally. 
In Albania – a country now heavily implicated 
in sex trafficking – accession to the World Trade 
Organization led to a collapse in farm prices, in 
an economy dependent on agriculture. There 
were few alternatives.

Change was happening at a cultural level too. 
From Moscow, Katherine Avgerinos describes 
how the transition to capitalism was accompa-
nied by the “eroticisation” of Russian culture. 
The West was associated with sex and glamour. 
The “new Russians” who obtained fabulous 
wealth through cronyism and corruption cre-
ated the spirit and conditions for a commercial 
sex boom.

“Prostitution was fully incorporated into 
both the public and private life of the post-Soviet 
elites, who were often to be found in expensive 
night clubs surrounded by call girls... Buying 
love was now the most desirable way to attract 
the opposite sex”, she says.

Popular culture reflected these new realities. 
The film Intergirl, which told the story of a young 
woman who worked as a nurse by day and high-
class “escort” by night, was a blockbusting hit. 

A 1990s’ survey ranked prostitution eighth 
out of the top twenty most common jobs in the 
country. A poll of Moscow high-school girls 
had 60 per cent stating that they would consider 
exchanging sex for hard currency. 

None of this need lead to the slavery that is 
trafficking. But factor in the existence of some 

9,000 criminal organisations operating in Russia 
and it’s not hard to see how it has become both a 
major source of – and destination for – trafficked 
women and girls.

From Montreal to Melbourne, London to 
LA, the rich world has seen an explosion of 
diverse sexual services available to the con-
sumer in a range of different venues – provided 
in large part by girls and women from abroad. 
Today more than three-quarters of those work-
ing in the sex industry in the Netherlands, 
Italy and Britain, for example, are foreigners. 
A visit to a lap-dancing club has become a 
common way to end an evening of corporate 
entertainment. Stag nights often culminate in 
the purchase of sex. The internet is abuzz with 
commercial sex sites, some of which enable 
clients to exchange ‘consumer’ information, 
rate particular sex workers and the levels of 
“service” provided.

“Human beings are not born wishing to buy 
commercial sex services or to visit lap-dance 
clubs”, observes Julia O’Connell Davidson, 
“any more than they are born with specific 
desires to play the lottery or drink Coca-Cola. 
They have to learn to imagine that it would be 
pleasurable to pay a stranger to dance naked 
before them; they have to be taught that con-
suming such services is a signifier of the fact 
that they are “having fun”, a marker of their 
social identity and status as ‘a real man’, ‘adult’, 
‘not gay’ or whatever.”

As markets have expanded – with more and 
more women from poorer countries coming to 
richer countries, either voluntarily or forced – the 
price of such services has fallen. 

Migration 
The common response of those rich-world 

governments which treat trafficking as an illegal 
immigration issue have swift deportation as the 
solution. This has resulted in trafficked women 
and children being rescued and almost immedi-
ately deported to their countries of origin – where 
criminal gangs are waiting to traffic them all over 
again. It has also meant that violent, dangerous 
traffickers who are foreign nationals have been 
punished with little more than a deportation 
order. 

Richer nations are treating traumatised 
people as criminals, often failing to recognise 
the signs of trafficking. There are exceptions. 
Italy, with its 200 shelters, has possibly the 
best programme in the world when it comes to 
protecting victims. As a result, there have been 
3,000 prosecutions involving approximately 
8,000 traffickers in a four-year period.

In another positive development, the 
European Convention Against Trafficking has 
guaranteed a “reflection period” of at least 30 
days, during which trafficked people can receive 
support to aid their recovery, including safe hous-
ing and medical support. They can also receive 
temporary residence permits, if returning to their 
country of origin might put them in danger and/
or to enable them to assist with criminal proceed-
ings. While welcoming the move, campaigners 
say that, given the trauma, the reflection period 
should be 90 days and residence permits should 
not be dependent on willingness to testify. They 
also call for adequate funding of women’s 
refuges.

Human trafficking represents the most hide-
ous incarnation of globalisation. It’s not surpris-
ing that there are no simple solutions to the ugly 
cluster of conditions that produce it. But there 
are many creative means of resistance and many 
groups trying to make a difference. 

The causes of sex trafficking are deep-rooted: 
poverty, greed, exploitation, and a misogyny that 
normalises the most appalling violence against 
women. There’s the obvious, egregious violence 
of the trafficker, of course. But also the casual, 
self-centred cruelty of the client who does not 
care; the violence of all the men who paid to 
have sex with 15-year-old Danielle, who saw her 
distress and did nothing about it. 

Answering an ad – sold into slavery
The growing global trade  
in trafficking women

EVICTION, FLINDERS STREET 1997
There are three categories of homeless:
chronically homeless;
homeless in crisis;
people coming into homelessness.

In Flinders Street, Reebok rags on her feet,
face unslept, the odour of exhaustion
rising from her,
“Room To Let”
like a banner head at her back,
she explains using all the limited
resources available to her.

The cop feet astride jots notes.
Offspring lain around her on the 
boarding house grass,
she like the lady of the manor
sitting in splendour
on the estate lawns.

But she can 
feel them
slip
from her
fingers
even as the words
slip
from her lips,
even as the buildings
lean back from her
and stagger away,
even as the blind, 
deaf and dumb
grope by
while
the cop slurs
his pen on the paper
and no hole opens to
swallow
them
up

Tom Pearson



7The Guardian
July 2 2008 Magazine

Answering an ad – sold into slavery
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in trafficking women

The western world has witnessed one of 
the most sustained campaigns against the 
government of a country ever seen. To under-
stand the campaign against the President of 
Zimbabwe Robert Mugabe it is necessary 
to start with the fact that Zimbabwe was 
a former British colony. It had been called 
Rhodesia after the name of the British 
colonialist Cecil Rhodes. The colonialists had 
seized all the best farming land with one of 
its main crops being tobacco.

The white Prime Minister Ian Smith unilater-
ally proclaimed Rhodesia’s independence in 1965 
but drew up a constitution which retained all the 
power in the hands of the tiny minority of white 
settlers. A long struggle for real independence 
followed which was led by the ZANU Party. The 
country’s name was changed from Rhodesia to 
Zimbabwe. It was part of the world-wide national 
liberation movement in the post-WW2 period 
that led to the political independence (but not the 
economic independence) of most of the former 
colonies. The British colonialists continued to 
control the economy, particularly hanging on to 
the farming land in Zimbabwe. 

Initially the ZANU-PF party and Robert 

Mugabe were seen as no threat to British eco-
nomic control so the British Queen conferred a 
knighthood on Mugabe.

For 19 years the Western powers heaped 
praises on Mugabe as a beacon of stability and 
democracy in Africa. American universities 
awarded President Mugabe several doctorates, 
adding to his own six degrees in education, eco-
nomics, law and international relations.

At the time of independence, 5200 white set-
tler farmers owned most of the productive land 

and the 4.5 million black peasants were confined 
to the infertile “tribal lands” that they had been 
forced to live on by the racist colonial regime.

Under the independence agreement, Britain 
and the US actually pledged money for land 
reform – US$2 billion to compensate white 
planters for the loss of “their” land. Britain and 
the US however reneged on their obligations and 
land reform was effectively stymied. 

The Mugabe government has moved 
to transform this situation by redistributing 
farm land and by insisting on indigenous par-
ticipation in the country’s mining and business 
operations.

It was these developments that turned 
Mugabe from an acceptable African leader into 
a pariah. The campaign branding Mugabe as an 
evil, anti-democratic, violent monster began. 

An alternative Zimbabwean leader had to be 
found to replace Mugabe and Morgan Tsvangerai 
appeared on the scene with his Movement 
for Democratic change (MDC). While end-
lessly talking about democracy, Tsvangerai’s 
economic and social policies would favour the 
Western powers. The Western media (includ-
ing the Australian mass media) swung into 

action. Economic sanctions were imposed by 
the Western powers just as previously they have 
been imposed on the Soviet Union, China, Cuba, 
Iraq, Venezuela, North Korea and a number of 
other countries which did not comply with the 
demands of the Western imperialist and former 
colonial masters. 

Democracy
On the question of democracy, there are 

a number of other countries in Africa and 

elsewhere where no democratic rights exist 
and no legitimate elections are held – Saudi 
Arabia, Morocco, Egypt, Nigeria, Kenya, to 
name a few. No campaign is waged against their 
governments. Despite their rich resources, their 
pro-Western regimes which implement capital-
ist economic policies ensure that their people 
continue to live in poverty.

In Zimbabwe where elections have been 
attempted, the issues are real independence, 
land reform and economic progress. Morgan 
Tsvangerai does not guarantee any of these 
important objectives.

The long campaign of external interference, 
sanctions and escalating violence over a long 
period of time has destabilised Zimbabwe and it 
is understandable that many Zimbabweans want 
change, stability and a better life – but change 
can be backwards as well as forwards.

Violence
Violence is one of the issues but violence 

is prevalent in a number of countries. Violence 
was used by the British colonialists when they 
forcibly occupied Zimbabwe and turned it into 
a colony. Violence is being used now by the 
US in Iraq and Afghanistan in the name of 
“democracy”.

Those in South Africa who have lately 
been critical of Zimbabwe on this score should 
remember that the ANC had its own armed wing 
– The Spear of the Nation – whose operations 
helped to defeat apartheid.

In addition the main battle that led to the 
defeat of apartheid took place in Angola when 
the apartheid army invaded that country. Angola 
was defended by the Angolan army and Cuban 
volunteers. The apartheid army was defeated 
and it was this defeat that led directly to the 
overthrow of apartheid and the election of an 
ANC led government. The Cuban volunteers 
were immediately withdrawn from Angola after 
the apartheid army was defeated.

Robert Mugabe may not be an outstand-
ing economic and political leader but his post 
colonial government has faced a huge campaign 
against it. Nonetheless it is an anti-imperialist 
administration, determined to maintain and 
advance Zimbabwe’s independence. That is no 
crime: it is a fundamental right of a sovereign 
country.

Those on the left who are just as vocal in 
their condemnation as the mass media, George 
W Bush, Gordon Brown and the Australian 
government are helping those who are out to 
impose a compliant government on Zimbabwe 
which would destroy that country’s economic 
and political independence. 

What the Zimbabwe 
campaign is all about

Anti-imperialist – Robert Mugabe (centre rear) – on election day in Harare.

On the question of democracy, there are 
a number of other countries in Africa and 
elsewhere where no democratic rights exist 
and no legitimate elections are held – Saudi 
Arabia, Morocco, Egypt, Nigeria, Kenya, to 
name a few. No campaign is waged against 
their pro-Western regimes.

EVICTION, FLINDERS STREET 1997
There are three categories of homeless:
chronically homeless;
homeless in crisis;
people coming into homelessness.

In Flinders Street, Reebok rags on her feet,
face unslept, the odour of exhaustion
rising from her,
“Room To Let”
like a banner head at her back,
she explains using all the limited
resources available to her.

The cop feet astride jots notes.
Offspring lain around her on the 
boarding house grass,
she like the lady of the manor
sitting in splendour
on the estate lawns.

But she can 
feel them
slip
from her
fingers
even as the words
slip
from her lips,
even as the buildings
lean back from her
and stagger away,
even as the blind, 
deaf and dumb
grope by
while
the cop slurs
his pen on the paper
and no hole opens to
swallow
them
up

Tom Pearson
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June 23, 1945 is the day when the 
Japanese military’s land battle 
in Okinawa ended. The revised 
Japan-US Security Treaty came 
into force on the same day of 1960, 
allowing the United States to estab-
lish its bases anywhere in Japan.

It is Okinawa’s “Memorial Day,” 
when residents renew their determina-
tion to prevent a reoccurrence of the 
ravages of war. However, the Japanese 
government gives the US forces prior-
ity and ignores Okinawan calls for an 
Okinawa free of US military bases, 
and is even forcing them to endure a 
heavier burden of US military pres-
ence by pushing ahead with the rea-
lignment of US forces in Japan.

It is time for Japan to ask the ques-
tion: Should we continue to be bound 
by the military alliance with the US 
which forces the Japanese people to 
endure undue hardships?

“Life is a treasure” is a saying 
of Okinawans, who can never forget 
the fact that hundreds of thousands of 
their compatriots were sacrificed in the 
Battle of Okinawa. This explains why 
they now firmly oppose the construc-
tion of a new US military base that 
will serve as a forward base in pre-
emptive wars that will kill people of 
other countries. The national govern-
ment has no right to force Okinawans 
to accept the new US military base.

The United States constructed its 
bases in Okinawa through illegal land 
grabs carried out while keeping the 
residents in concentration camps or by 
threatening residents with “bayonets 
and bulldozers” to surrender their land 
to US forces.

It was totally illegitimate that at 
the time of the reversion of the admin-
istrative rights over Okinawa to Japan 
in 1972, the government invoked the 
Japan-US Security Treaty to justify 
the continued US use of Okinawa’s 
land. A sovereign nation would not 
have forced its citizens to endure the 
burden of foreign military bases and 
provided its lands for foreign bases 
for 63 years.

Okinawans, whose land was 
stolen, have been suffering enormous 
hardships as well as casualties. Night 
and day, they have been terrified by 
the danger of US aircraft crashes, 
falling aircraft parts, and unbearable 
sonic booms.

Cases of atrocious crimes by US 
servicemen have continued unabated 
even after the brutal 1995 gang-raping 
of a 12-year-old girl, the most recent 
being a brutal assault on a junior high 
school girl in February this year. As 
long as US servicemen see Okinawa 
as under US occupation, such crimes 
will continue.

Okinawans’ suffering from US 
bases has reached the limits of 
patience. No one can deny that 
Okinawans will not be able to live in 
peace unless US forces and their bases 
are removed from Okinawa.

Okinawans are not the only resi-
dents in Japan to experience hardships 
caused by the US military presence 
under the Japan-US Security Treaty. 
There is a plan to transform the US 
Marine Corps Iwakuni Air Station 
in Yamaguchi Prefecture into one of 
the largest US air bases in Asia by 
deploying carrier-borne aircraft units 

there. It is clear that nearby residents 
will be forced to endure even greater 
noise pollution.

The US Yokosuka Naval Base in 
Kanagawa Prefecture will become the 
homeport of a US nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier to replace a conven-
tional one. Accepting the new aircraft 
carrier at Yokosuka will greatly 
enhance the US capability to militarily 
intervene in conflicts in any place in 
the world.

If a US nuclear-powered aircraft 
carrier that has caused nuclear-related 
accidents is deployed to Yokosuka, the 
more than 30 million residents of the 
Tokyo Metropolitan area will be put 
at risk of possible nuclear accidents. 

Removing the US base is the only way 
to guarantee the residents’ safety.

In order to secure the peace, 
safety, and quality living conditions 
in Japan, it is essential to remove US 
bases and stop the ongoing US mili-
tary realignment process in Japan.

Alleging that negotiating the 
withdrawal of US bases from Japan 
will be tough and that such a call is 
“unrealistic”, the Japanese govern-
ment has no intention to raise the issue 
with the United States.

True, negotiations over the with-
drawal of US bases may not be easy. 
However, it will be easy to get all the 
US bases withdrawn if the Japan-US 
Security Treaty, which allows the US 

to use facilities and areas in Japan, 
is abrogated. Article 10 of the treaty 
states, “Either Party may give notice 
to the other Party of its intention to 
terminate the Treaty, in which case the 
Treaty shall terminate one year after 
such notice has been given”.

Almost 40 years have passed since 
1970. Since that year, either party 
could give notice of its termination 
of the treaty. Japan does not need to 
hesitate to demand that the military 
alliance treaty be abrogated.

Now is the time for us to demand 
that the US withdraw their bases from 
Japan with the need to abrogate the 
Security Treaty always in mind.
Japan Press Weekly 

International

Stop US military  
“realignment” in Japan

The USS Essex docked at White Beach on the island of Okinawa, Japan.

Probe into  
NATO-backed  
trade in human organs
Alexander Vatutin

The Serbian drive to stop its Kosovo 
from splitting away angered NATO, 
which used its peacekeeping mis-
sion to clamp down on rebellious 
Serbs. The Kosovo separatists also 
got the go-ahead for their criminal 
action from their staunch NATO 
allies.

The Parliamentary Assembly 
of the Council of Europe (PACE) 
has begun its summer session in 
Strasbourg with a probe into crimes 
committed by Kosovo separatists 
– a move that was initiated by the 
Russian and Serbian delegations. 
They also want a probe into the ille-
gal covert transportation of alleged 
terrorists by American secret serv-
ices through the territories of some 
European states.

Earlier, Carla Del Ponte, an ex-
Chief Prosecutor for the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY), published her 
memoirs, in which she revealed out-
rageous facts concerning the sale of 
human organs taken from the separa-
tists - unfriendly Kosovo Serbs and 
Albanians.

According to Del Ponte, the 
Kosovo separatists were smug-
gling human organs of about 300 
kidnapped Serbs, whose corpses 
were then exterminated to conceal 
the crimes. Significantly, the sale 

occurred after the arrival of NATO 
peacekeepers in Kosovo, who turned 
a blind eye to the move.

By doing so, the West, in effect, 
showed its double standards toward 
the developments in the former 
Yugoslavia.

Unluckily, Carla Del Ponte her-
self when on the ICTY did her best 
to point the finger at Serbs, turning 
a blind eye to mass crimes commit-
ted by Croats, Bosnians and Kosovo 
Albanians.

In Moscow, Leonid Ivashov, 
Vice President of the Academy of 
Geopolitical Sciences, said, 

“It is pointless to hope that with-
out Carla Del Ponte, ICTY judges 
will begin to stick to international 
norms. I feel that the time has come 
to shut down the organisation that 
has repeatedly shown its unilateral-
ism and odiousness.”

The ICTY refused to make an 
investigation into the facts revealed 
by Del Ponte, citing lack of evi-
dence. That is why Serbia’s and 
Russia’s MPs decided to turn to the 
PACE, which has already recom-
mended itself as an organisation that 
shows an unbiased approach to many 
sticking issues.

PACE is to probe into the facts 
of the illegal, covert transportation of 
alleged terrorists by American secret 
services through the territories of 
some European states. 

Former Bolivian “Minister of Death” 
granted asylum in US
Jean-Guy Allard

Carlos Sánchez Berzaín, a strong-
man for the murderous Sánchez de 
Lozada administration who ordered 
the 2003 massacre of workers in 
Bolivia and who George W Bush is 
now allowing to relax on the beaches 
of Miami, calls himself Chulupi, the 
Guaraní word for cockroach.

If being a collaborator of the 
Central Intelligence Agency gave off 
any kind of odour, Carlos Sánchez 
Berzaín would be smelled a mile 
away.

His entire past shows him to be a 
faithful servant of the United States, 
exactly as the deceased CIA agent 
Philip Agee described in his book, 
Inside the Company: CIA Diary.

So nobody was surprised when, 
on October 5, 2003, Sánchez Berzaín 
announced to the media that the 
Movement for Socialism (MAS), led 
at that time by current president Evo 
Morales, received “economic resourc-
es” from the Venezuelan government 
to support the social conflicts of the 
so-called “gas war”. The massacres in 
September and October of 2003 left 74 
dead and more than 400 wounded.

After the horrendous events, 
Sánchez, then minister of defence, was 
dubbed the “Minister of Death”.

In 2005, after the re-election 
of Carlos Mesa, Sánchez Berzaín 
appeared among the leaders of a 
campaign in the mainstream media 
to demonise Evo Morales.

Last March, the Sánchez de 
Lozada government strongman flew 
to the United States with a group 
of Santa Cruz politicians, for a 
closed-door meeting with the State 
Department’s Office of Hemispheric 
Affairs.

During the meeting, he informed 
his imperial friends of the most recent 
events in Bolivia and got his orders as 
to the strategy against the government 
of Carlos Mesa, Evo and the MAS, 
with the central idea of accusing 
them of conspiring with Venezuelan 
President Hugo Chávez.

At the same time, the autonomy 
referendum in Santa Cruz was 
planned, the strategy of obstructing 
the Constituent Assembly was out-
lined and the necessity of approving 
a law guaranteeing profits to transna-
tional oil companies, leaving very 
little for Bolivia, was emphasised.

Like many former Latin American 
murderous politicians, Sánchez 
Berzaín lives in Miami, where he 
joined the law firm of the former 
US ambassador to Bolivia, Manuel 
Rocha.

Rocha maintains a close relation-
ship with the local Cuban-American 
mafia.

Those on Miami’s 8th Street 
reported his brilliant career as a law-
yer in Bolivia, where, they said, he 
defended well-known drug traffick-
ers, among them Techo de Paja and 
Barbas Chocas”.

It was no surprise that the George 
W Bush administration was quick 
to provide asylum for the former 
minister of defence. As the news 
spread, Rogelio Mayta, lawyer for the 
leadership committee of the Bolivian 
accountability court trying former 
government officials, emphasised 
that the granting of asylum by the 
current occupant of the White House 
would freeze Bolivia’s request for the 
extradition of Sánchez Berzaín and 
former president Sánchez de Lozada 
himself.

Sánchez Berzaín received the 
White House’s blessing during the 
height of the dirty war against Latin 
America, enjoying the same impunity 
Luis Posada Carriles and his anti-
Cuban mafia do, as well as various 
opponents of the Bolivarian govern-
ment in Venezuela who have found 
sanctuary in Miami.
Granma 
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Saree Makdisi

A ceasefire went into effect in Gaza 
last month, offering some respite 
from the violence that has killed 
hundreds of Palestinians and five 
Israelis in recent months. It will 
do nothing, however, to address 
the underlying cause of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

Intermittent spectacular violence 
may draw the world’s attention to the 
occupied Palestinian territories, but 
our obsession with violence actually 
distracts us from the real nature of 
Israel’s occupation, which is its smoth-
ering bureaucratic control of everyday 
Palestinian life.

This is an occupation ultimately 
enforced by tanks and bombs, and 
through the omnipresent threat, if 
not application, of violence. But its 
primary instruments are application 
forms, residency permits, population 
registries and title deeds. On its own, 
no ceasefire will relieve the belea-
guered Palestinians.

Gaza is virtually cut off from 
the outside world by Israeli power. 
Elsewhere, in the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem, the ongoing Israeli 
occupation comprehensively infuses 
all the normally banal activities of 
Palestinians’ everyday lives: apply-
ing for permission to access one’s 
own land; applying for what Israel 
regards as the privilege – rather than 
the right – of living with one’s spouse 
and children; applying for permission 
to drive one’s car; to dig a well; to 
visit relatives in the next town; to visit 
Jerusalem; to go to work; to school; to 
university; to hospital.

There is hardly any dimension of 

everyday life in Palestine that is not 
minutely managed by Israeli military 
or bureaucratic personnel.

Partly, this occupation of eve-
ryday life enables the Israelis to 
maintain their vigilant control over 
the Palestinian population. But it also 
serves the purpose of slowly, gradu-
ally removing Palestinians from their 
land, forcing them to make way for 
Jewish settlers.

Just in 2006, for example, Israel 
stripped 1363 Jerusalem Palestinians 
of the right to live in the city in which 
many of them were born. It did this not 
by dramatically forcing dozens of peo-
ple at a time onto trucks and dumping 
them at the city limits, but rather by 
quietly stripping them, one by one, of 
their Jerusalem residency papers.

This in turn was enabled by a 
series of bureaucratic procedures. 
While Israel continues to violate inter-
national law by building exclusively 
Jewish settlements in East Jerusalem, 
it rarely grants building permits to 
Palestinian residents of the same city. 
Since 1967, the third of Jerusalem’s 
population that is Palestinian has been 
granted just nine percent of the city’s 
official housing permits. The result is 
a growing abundance of housing for 
Jews and a severe shortage of housing 
for non-Jews – i.e., Palestinians.

In fact, 90 percent of the 
Palestinian territory Israel claimed 
to have annexed to Jerusalem after 
1967 is today off-limits to Palestinian 
development because the land is either 
already built on by exclusively Jewish 
settlements or being reserved for their 
future expansion.

Denied permits, many Palestinians 
in Jerusalem build without them, but 

at considerable risk: Israel routinely 
demolishes Palestinian homes built 
without a permit. This includes 
over 300 homes in East Jerusalem 
demolished between 2004 and 2007 
and 18,000 Palestinian homes in the 
occupied territories demolished since 
1967.

One alternative has been to move 
to the West Bank suburbs and com-
mute to Jerusalem. The wall cutting 
off East Jerusalem from the West 
Bank and thereby separating tens of 
thousands of Jerusalem Palestinians 
from the city of their birth has made 
that much more difficult.

And it too has its risks: 
Palestinians who cannot prove to 
Israel’s satisfaction that Jerusalem 
has continuously been their “centre 

of life” have been stripped of their 
Jerusalem residency papers. Without 
those papers, they will be expelled 
from Jerusalem, and confined to one 
of the walled-in reservoirs – of which 
Gaza is merely the largest example 
– that Israel has allocated as holding 
pens for the non-Jewish population 
of the holy land.

The expulsion of half of Palestine’s 
Muslim and Christian population 
in what Palestinians call the Nakba 
of 1948 was undertaken by Israel’s 
founders in order to clear space in 
which to create a Jewish state.

The Nakba did not end 60 years 
ago, however: It continues to this 
very day, albeit on a smaller scale. 
Yet even ones and twos eventually 
add up. Virtually every day, another 

Palestinian joins the ranks of the mil-
lions removed from their native land 
and denied the right of return.

Their long wait will end – and this 
conflict will come to a lasting resolu-
tion – only when the futile attempt to 
maintain an exclusively Jewish state in 
what had previously been a vibrantly 
multi-religious land is abandoned.

Separation will always require 
threats or actual violence; a genuine 
peace will come not with more separa-
tion, but with the right to return to a 
land in which all can live as equals.

Saree Makdisi is professor of 
English literature at the University of 
California, Los Angeles and author of 
“Palestine Inside Out: An Everyday 
Occupation.”
The Electronic Intifada 

Ceasefire fails to address 
underlying cause

International

Military terror 
 – a man sees his 

house in Gaza hit by 
an Israeli rocket.

SACP rejects the 13.3%  
electricity tariff hike
The announcement by South 
Africa’s National Energy Regulator 
that it has approved a further 
electricity hike of 13.3 percent has 
left the South African Communist 
Party (SACP) much angrier 
and outraged by the continued 
onslaught on the living standards 
of the workers and the poor of 
South Africa, whilst capitalists 
continue to amass massive profits. 
Cumulatively, this increase means 
that there has been, within a period 
of six months, increased electricity 
tariffs by close to 30 percent.

In a statement, the SACP said that 
“what we find particularly objection-
able is the collusion by government to 
allow such increases which it knows 
very well can no longer be absorbed 
by the poor of our country.

“This is unfortunately beginning 
to display a disturbingly reckless 
attitude by the current government 
towards the interests of the work-
ers and the poor, with hardly any 
attempts to cushion our people from 
the astronomically rising standard of 
living, given the already high food 
and fuel prices. The neo-liberal poli-
cies of government are really coming 
home to roost!

“The rise in electricity tariffs 
will worsen the misery of our peo-
ple, thus further lowering their stand-
ard of living. The SACP is totally 
opposed to solutions that punish our 
people for problems they did not 
create.

“The government and Eskom 
must take full responsibility for our 
current energy crisis. It remains our 

firmly held view that government 
must absorb these costs as it is their 
irresponsibility in the first place that 
led us to this situation.

“A further suggestion that in 
the next coming years the tariffs 
will be increased by a further 20-25 
percent is even more absurd. We 
will continue to take to the streets in 
partnership with our allies, including 
the Congress of South African Trade 
Unions mass actions in July and the 
national stay-away at the end of July, 
to raise our dissatisfaction about 
these attacks on the living standards 
of our people.

“As the SACP we remain con-
vinced that capitalism, its neo-liberal 
policies and the current growth path 
are incapable of creating a better life 
for all our people!” 

Sydney

REMBETIKA – The Greek Blues
Join us for an evening exploring the music of the urban Greek 
underground of the 1920s, the music of the outcasts and outlaws 
of mainland Greece – urban blues of a subculture despised by the 
middle classes and suppressed by the authorities.

8pm Saturday 5 July
The Factory Theatre 105 Victoria Rd, Marrickville.

Tickets $35 – book now by phoning 02 9550 3666  
or online www.factorytheatre.com.au

More than 100,000 
Cubans provided 
civilian aid in  
African countries
Juan Diego Nusa Penalver: More 
than 100,000 Cuban specialists and 
technicians have provided services 
in cooperation with Africa over the 
last 45 years, it was reported last 
month at the 13th International 
Seminar on Current Problems in 
Africa and the Middle East held 
in Havana.

Representatives of Cuba’s Ministry 
for Foreign Investment and Economic 
Cooperation informed delegates at the 
event, held in the Casa de Africa in 
Old Havana, that Cuba has provided 
that cooperation for the benefit of mil-
lions of people.

Likewise, it has assisted countries 
facing problems such as illiteracy, 
famine, preventable and curable dis-
eases, low birth weight babies and 
underweight children, and high infant 
and maternal mortality rates, along 
with nations with citizens who are part 
of the more than 29 million people 
infected with HIV/AIDS.

Cuban internationalists have built 
bridges, roads, schools, hospitals, 
factories, and laboratories, and have 
taught new techniques for planting 
and protecting forests, raising and 
managing animals and promoting the 
fishing industry, ministry representa-
tives explained.

They said one milestone in this 
field over this period was the almost 
34,000 African students who have 
graduated from Cuban schools, while 
Cuban medical collaboration has been 
and continues to be the largest, most 
stable and most present in Africa.

As an example, they explained 
that from 1999 to 2007, more than 
857,000 human lives have been saved 
through the Comprehensive Health 
Program; likewise, more than 36.29 
million medical consultations have 
been made, more than 626,000 surger-
ies had been performed and 549,826 
births had been attended.

Last year, Cuba carried out 211 
cooperation projects in 52 African 
countries, and that contribution was 
made on the basis of the principles of 
solidarity, internationalism and with 
a high degree of humanism, they 
explained. 

Marcelino dos Santos, a mem-
ber of the Central Committee of 
the Mozambique Liberation Front 
Party (FRELIMO), noted that June 
25 was his country’s Independence 
Day, thanked the Cuban people for 
their solidarity and cooperation with 
African nations.
Granma 



10 The Guardian
July 2 2008

Mistake to follow  
mad US policies
It was good to see Australian 
troops returning home. The only 
trouble is the remaining ones 
should be coming home pronto 
too. The ones in Iraq are believed 
to be in less danger than the ones 
in Afghanistan. It is not surprising 
considering what is happening in 
Afghanistan. The losses of NATO 
troops are 40 percent higher there 
than in 2007. Ninety percent of the 
world’s opium is being produced in 
Afghanistan now.

Of course the opium does not stay 
there but travels to all corners of the 
globe. Last year 8,000 tonnes of opium 
was produced. The increased activity 
of Taliban forces is explained by the 

fact that they could re-arm themselves 
– they got US$1 billon (AU$1.04 bil-
lion) for the opium. In everybody’s 
language it’s a huge amount of money 
to play with and to pay to those who 
are prepared to fight.

The soldiers in the regular govern-
ment army get about US$70 (AU$73) 
a month. The Taliban offers twice 
as much and there is no shortage of 
recruits. Government forces do not 
control the territory – they are lucky 
to control major cities and some roads 
and bases. Even those were under 
increasing attacks by Taliban forces.

It is becoming clear to even those 
who thought that military superiority 
of Western forces could overcome the 
resistance on the ground. It is clear that 
“strike and run” tactics of the Taliban 
are difficult to deal with. It is only with 
the support of the local population that 
any progress could be possible but at 
the moment the locals try and stay out 
of harm’s way – both from “friendly 
fire” by the occupying forces and the 
Taliban cutthroats.

In other words, Australian forces 
are involved in a very protracted local-
ised conflict that does not serve any of 
the interests of Australia. In fact, the 
participation in such conflicts under-
mines the good will and respect that 
other countries may demonstrate.

It was a great mistake to go along 
with the USA’s mad policies in the 
region. It is still a bigger mistake to 
keep on doing it. To stay there “till 
the job is done” – what job? No 
country in the world had a job done 
for it with any good outcomes. The 
sooner Australia withdraws from the 
military adventures overseas the better 
off we’ll all be.

The unbelievably huge amounts 
of money spent on the military 
should and must be redirected to 
benefit people not the arms peddlers 
and military corporations. The world 
is facing difficult climate challenges 
and the military actually contribute to 
a lot to the pollution of the world. It 
has to stop.

Mati English
Sydney

Equating communism 
with fascism

There has been a very calculated 
propaganda push after the disin-
tegration of the Soviet Union to 
present fascism and communism 
as the same. The names of Stalin 
and Hitler are practically always 
mentioned in the same sentence 
and young people nowadays have 

difficulties in separating truth from 
fiction. For older generations the 
attempts to erase from memory the 
sacrifices of anti-fascist struggle so 
many millions had been involved in 
is sacrilegious.

The worst offenders in this regard 
are sometimes ex-Soviet republics.

On June 17 Lithuania’s parlia-
ment banned the use of both Nazi 
and Soviet symbols including play-
ing the anthems of Nazi Germany 
and the USSR. The ban includes 
flags, emblems, and uniforms of Nazi 
Germany, USSR, and Lithuanian 
Soviet Republic, and pictures of Nazi 
and Communist leaders.

A similar law was passed in 
Estonia in 2007 and the punishment 

included a fine of up to US$3,000 
dollars or a jail sentence up to three 
years. Estonia has regular ex-SS 
marches and nobody seems to mind 
(including that ever so vigilant watch 
on human rights violations, the 
European Union). 

Russian parliamentarians have 
strongly condemned Lithuania’s 
action and many expressed the view 
that the world community should take 
some action against this law. One of 
the parliamentarians reminded that 
600,000 Soviet soldiers lost their lives 
liberating Baltic states. It is a cynical 
and calculated insult to all those who 
had fought against fascism.

Marcus Browning
Sydney 
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More 
statistics  
from the USA
As a follow-up to last week’s 
Culture & Life showing a few sta-
tistics about the US south-east, this 
week we take a few more covering 
the whole country.

Here’s one you probably already 
know: out of every dollar paid to the 
US government as federal income 
tax, 43 cents (that’s 43 percent) is 
spent on the military. It’s more than 
twice as much (20 cents) as is spent 
on health care.

But then, under the caring 
Presidency of George W Bush, the 
world’s richest country spends even 
less than that on measures to allevi-
ate poverty: a whole twelve cents 
from every tax dollar.

Mind you, for real stingyness 
we need look no further than US 
government spending on education 
and jobs: between them they account 
for only three cents in every tax dol-
lar. And despite the contribution the 
US makes globally to starting wars 
and creating refugees (not to men-
tion conducting hostilities against 
the economies of a myriad of coun-
tries), the US spends the princely 
sum of one whole cent from every 
tax dollar on diplomacy and foreign 
aid combined.

Most of us would probably 
agree that at the beginning of the 
1990s (and in many of the preced-
ing decades) the US was largely 
run by big business corporations. 
Apparently, the major corporations 
did not share that view: they thought 
they were hard done by, certainly by 
government.

In 1990, a major US corpora-
tion had three chances in four of 
being audited by the US taxation 
department, the IRS. Thanks to Mr 
Bush’s more understanding regime, 
a major corporation’s chance of 

being audited has now dropped to 
one in four.

And of course, more of the IRS’ 
work in now outsourced to the pri-
vate sector. The IRS today uses pri-
vate debt collection firms to chase 
up payment of outstanding taxes. 
However, the IRS does not appar-
ently regard this as a very efficient 
way to do what can after all be a 
tricky job. In fact the IRS expects to 
lose a whopping US$37 million by 
using these private debt collectors.

You’d almost think the IRS 
doubted the private debt collectors’ 
honesty. I don’t know why: after all, 
to get them to do the job at all, the 
IRS allows them to pocket up to 24 
percent of the outstanding tax debt.

No wonder the three companies 
with the lucrative contracts for IRS 
debt collection have donated over 
half a million dollars to congres-
sional candidates, either directly or 
through the candidates’ fund-raising 
committees. 

The above figures come from 
the Institute for Southern Studies 
in North Carolina, to whom I am 
indebted for the following informa-
tion too.

A r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  a t 
MotherJones.com documents some 
cases of corporate spying on a 
number of US environmental organ-
isations. The spying was done by a 
Maryland-based private security firm 
called Beckett Brown International 
(BBI), and the corporations that 
used its services included Wal-Mart, 
Monsanto, and Halliburton, the 
notorious Texas firm formerly head-
ed by Vice President Dick Cheney, 
which made such a lot of money 
out of US defence and oil company 
contracts in occupied Iraq.

BBI, which was founded and 
managed by former US Secret 
Service officers, also worked for 
public-relations firms representing 
clients embroiled in environmental 
controversies.

Among BBI’s primary tactics 
were snooping through the trash of 
its targets and hiring paid operatives 
to infiltrate activist groups. One of 
the groups it infiltrated in the late 
1990s was Louisiana’s Calcasieu 
League for Environmental Action 
Now (CLEAN), which at the time 
was working with Greenpeace in 
the heavily polluted part of the state 
known as “Cancer Alley”.

BBI’s operative in Louisiana 
relayed information on what the 
local environmentalists were 

planning, provided gossip on inter-
nal rivalries in the groups, and iden-
tified the scientists aiding them. Like 
all for-profit snoopers, BBI was not 
interested in the moral or ethical 
aspects of its activities, but only 
in digging up the dirt for its client, 
which in 1998 was Condea Vista, a 
chemical manufacturing firm.

The previous year, Condea 
Vista had lost a lawsuit brought 
by the residents of Lake Charles, 
Louisiana, against the company for 
a 1994 ethylene dichloride leak and 
had been slapped with a US$7 mil-
lion judgment.

A BBI document noted, “The 
operative has been trained to be 
inquiring, but not participatory. 
Operatives are not allowed to offer 
suggestions or ‘help’ targets in any 
way. They are trained to seek docu-
ments, ID [identify] friends and foe 
legislators and regulators, follow 

money trails, ID informants, dis-
cover future targets.”

However, it would I think be 
naïve to believe that – with big prof-
its at stake – powerful corporations 
only hired security films to spy on 
their activist critics.

CLEAN, which has since 
disbanded, was a member of the 
Louisiana Environmental Action 
Network (LEAN). Marylee Orr, 
LEAN’s executive director, told 
Mother Jones she wasn’t surprised 
to learn of the infiltration efforts, 
since her group’s office burned to 
the ground soon after it opened and 
third-party taps have been detected 
on its phones. 

Similarly, a chemist who works 
with LEAN had her office broken 
into repeatedly and her hard drive 
stolen.

“I’m sorry to say I don’t think 
any of this sounds unusual to me”, 

Orr says. “A lot of our folks feel 
very paranoid, and you can see 
why.” [What do they call it? The 
land of the free?]

The day after Mother Jones’ 
article about BBI was published, 
the Fort Myers News-Press in 
Florida reported an infiltration effort 
and a series of blog attacks on a 
Coalition of workers and students 
that had been pressuring fast food 
firms to pay more for produce in 
an effort to improve conditions for 
farm-workers. The infiltration and 
blog attacks were traced back to the 
headquarters of Burger King. 

The security firm involved was 
Diplomatic Tactical Services of 
Florida. The company’s Web site 
advertises services including “cov-
ert surveillance”, “undercover oper-
ations” and “investigative activities 
during strikes”.

That figures. 

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland
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Sun 6 July –  
Sat 12 July

The new series (the fourth) of 
Doctor Who starts this week 

(ABC1 Sunday 7.30 pm). David 
Tennant returns as the Time Lord 
known only as The Doctor, roaming 
space and time and coming up against 
all manner of alien life forms. 

The Doctor has a new companion 
in this series, Donna Noble. Actually 
Donna (played by Catherine Tate) is 
an old companion, having appeared 
as the runaway bride who was the 
Doctor’s temporary companion in the 
2006 Christmas Special.

Donna has been fruitlessly track-
ing down the Doctor ever since her 
one forey in the TARDIS, following 
up every report of alien sightings she 
can find. While investigating her lat-
est suspected alien encounter, Donna 
dicovers the Doctor also investigating 
the same suspicious situation.

This time, Donna is so keen to 
travel with the Doctor in the TARDIS 
she has kept the boot of her car per-
mantly filled with her luggage – just 
in case.

The episode is not as much fun 
as the previous series or the recent 
specials. It is excessively frenetic 
without the compensation of really 
scary monsters. No doubt these faults 
will be corrected as the fourth series 
settles down.

Several previous travelers in the 
TARDIS (of both sexes) are appar-
ently going to make repeat visits to the 
series, including Billie Piper (Rose), 
Freema Agyeman (Martha Jones) and  
John Barrowman (Captain Jack). 

Even the Sontaran warriors, who 
first battled Doctor Who 35 years ago, 
are scheduled to reappear. No wonder 
the American TV industry refers to 
shows like this as a “franchise”.

If you put all of the cars in the 
world bumper to bumper, they 

would circle the Earth about 100 
times. The US automobile manufac-
turers (with the connivance of the 
oil companies) killed off competing 
systems like the steam car and the 
early electric car. More recently they 
killed off electric tramway systems 
in the USA and many other countries 
(including here in NSW) and most 
recently General Motors killed off 
their own stylish and well-received 
new electric car, re-calling and crush-
ing them all.

Today, over 95 percent of 
America’s transport system is fuelled 
by petroleum and despite concerns 
about its limited supply and the dam-
age it causes to the environment, 
petroleum is still being used at an 
accelerating rate.

Car of the Future (SBS Sunday 
8.30 pm) is a light hearted documen-
tary that looks at some of the modern 
designs and ideas currently being 
tested by governments, car manufac-
turers and scientists, who are working 
towards creating a car which better 
meets the needs of the future.

The program is not helped by 
being hosted by “the wacky brothers 
Tom and Ray Magliozzi”. Clarity not 
wackiness is needed for this serious 
subject, but that is probably not a high 
priority for US television.

The program takes in the main-
stream US auto industry (at the North 
American International Auto Show in 
Detroit) and the alternative (but still 

private car) scene of the AltWheels 
Festival in Boston, as well as scientists 
researching alternative fuels (hydro-
gen fuel cells, ethanol or battery), and 
some rather interesting modern vehi-
cles, such as a US$90,000 sports car 
from Telsa Motors, which is fuelled 
from an ordinary electrical outlet and 
can run for more than 500 kilometres 
on just one charge.  

A Northern Town (SBS Friday 
7.30 pm) looks at the NSW 

town of Kempsey, “the most racist 
town in Australia”. The 1967 national 
referendum on whether Aboriginal 
people should be included in the cen-
sus – in effect asking if they should 
be recognized as citizens of Australia 
– saw Kempsey return the highest 
“no” vote.

A Northern Town reveals a history 
of covered up massacres, Aboriginal 
people who were forced onto mis-
sions, a segregated hospital, a segre-
gated swimming pool and segregated 
cinemas.

With a third of Kempsey’s popu-
lation made up of Aboriginal people, 
the town is a hotbed of covert and 
overt racism on the one hand and third 
world poverty and oppression on the 
other. The long history of white suf-
fering is also revealed, with tales of 
men lost in wars, families torn apart by 
tragedy – madness, suicide, poverty – 
and by cataclysmic floods that swept 
much of the town away.

Even today the past is keenly 
felt as this town remains divided. 
Aboriginal workers are only employed 
in Aboriginal organisations and you 
will not find a black face in any of 
the shops or private sector businesses 
downtown. There is a 17 year mor-
tality gap between black and white, 
the highest such statistic for any first 
world country.

Viennese-born Billy Wilder 
worked in film production 

in Berlin until the rise of Hitler, 
when he left first for Paris and then 

for Hollywood. In the USA he wrote 
scripts that blended comedy and 
convention-flouting, initially for direc-
tor Ernst Lubitsch (Bluebeard’s Eighth 
Wife, the splendid Garbo comedy 
Ninotchka) before directing a string 
of memorable films himself.

After excellent but conventional 
films likeThe Major And The Minor 
and Five Graves To Cairo, he made 
the definitive example of film noir, 
Double Indemnity followed by the 
ground-breaking drama of alcoholism, 
Lost Weekend.

His career was at its height in 
the 1950s, beginning with Sunset 
Boulevarde in 1950), Ace In The Hole 
(1951), Stalag 17 (1953), Sabrina 
(1954), The Seven Year Itch (1955) 
and Some Like It Hot (1959).

Sabrina (ABC2 Saturday 
8.30 pm) was a major commercial and 
critical success for Paramount. I saw it 
on its first release and was captivated 
by its mixture of Hollywood schmalz 
and Wilder’s acerbic wit (chauffeur 
to his daughter, who is in love with 
a young millionaire: “No poor per-
son was ever called ‘democratic’ for 
marrying a rich person, Sabrina”). 
But then, I was only fourteen, at the 
time.

Seeing it again today, I think 

Time got it right with their comment 
“This is never less than a glittering 
entertainment, but somehow a certain 
measure of lead has found its way into 
the formula”.

Guardian readers may find the 
film’s basic premise a tad objection-
able: the multi-millionaire Larabee 
industrialist family want to marry-off 
their playboy younger son (William 
Holden) to the daughter of another 
filthy rich industrialist so they can 
branch out into plastics (merging their 
tankers with the other company’s sug-
arcane holdings).

When Holden’s character objects 
to being offered up for money, older 
brother Humphrey Bogart tells him 
that money has nothing to do with 
it; it’s all about providing under-
developed Puerto Rico with jobs, 
education and health care! Benevolent 
capitalism at work.

Or, as progressive film-critic 
Danny Peary sarcastically expressed 
the film’s main theme: “Only in 
America could the daughter of a mere 
chauffeur be courted by not one but 
two millionaires and have the oppor-
tunity to marry into an established 
Eastern family. Sure, sure – if you 
happen to have the beauty and charm 
of Audrey Hepburn.” 

Worth Watching
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You Don’t Mess With The Zohan, Adam 
Sandler’s new flick, takes Hollywood chi-
canery and stereotypes that denigrate Arabs 
to an unprecedented level – surpassing hit 
flicks like The Kingdom, The Siege, and every 
Arnold Schwarzenegger and Chuck Norris 
movie that came before it. I group Zohan 
with other shamelessly racist action movies 
because a film should at least be minutely 
funny to be categorised as a comedy.

For the Sandler diehards and hilarity-loving 
sceptics, I should clearly state: using race and 
prejudices to engender laughter is not the prob-
lem. Mel Brooks and the creators of South Park 
exploit stereotypes far beyond anything Sandler 
has ever done, but unlike Zohan, I don’t think 
insidious propaganda and underlying racism 
drive their comedy.

After all, if this hebetudinous clunker was 
just comedy, Sandler and company wouldn’t 
have, as the New York Times reported, sought 
out Arab actors to give the movie “legitimacy”. 
Their search was successful and a few token 
Arabs showed their presence to innocuously 
inform the public that it is okay to vilify the crazy 
towel-headed terrorists once again.

What makes this movie even worse than 
many of the unfavourable movies made post-9/11 
is Zohan’s disarming presentation; it is a comedic 
approach to understanding the inner workings 
of the substandard Arab people. Like the job-
stealing Mexicans, the liquor store robbing 
Blacks, and the HIV infested gays, negative 
stereotypes in Zohan strip down the Arab people 
to RPG wielding animals that senselessly thirst 
for Jewish blood.

From the start of the film, Sandler’s char-
acter, Zohan, is positioned as the altruistic hero 
– an Israeli Mossad agent who reluctantly kills 
Palestinian “terrorists,” while forgoing his real 
dream: to cut hair in the US for Paul Mitchell. 
Zohan is “brave”, “lovable”, and “funny”, and 
even his stereotypical chauvinism is eaten up 
by women (and men) throughout the movie – 
including his eventual Palestinian love interest, 
Dalia.

Compounded with played out, corny penis 
gags, the Israeli narrative is interwoven into 
the fabric of the film, including propagandistic 
reminiscences by Zohan’s father who recalls the 
oft-repeated myth of being surrounded “on all 
sides” by powerful enemies during the Six Day 
War – a war in which Israel preemptively struck 
and dominated those “enemies”. In line with 
Israeli and Western intelligence, Israel won the 
war in six days (and five hours, as Zohan’s father 
dutifully reminds us) – so much for existential 
threats and heroic narratives.

Other historical revisions include a refer-
ence in a verbal battle between a Palestinian 
and Israeli shop owner, in which the Palestinian 
proclaimed, “Give it up, like you gave up the 
Gaza Strip!”. This biting taunt, while not as bla-
tant as the common stereotype, infers that Israel 
“gave up” the Gaza Strip and further insinuates 
that Israel had claim to it. The “humorous” 
jeer glosses over the glaring reality: Israel still 
occupies Gaza’s borders, airspace, imports and 
exports, and has economically strangulated and 
suffocated 1.4 million Palestinians in the world’s 
largest open-air prison.

But rewriting history (and regurgitating 
jokes from 1996) is hardly the movie’s worst 
crime. The portrayal of Palestinians as ugly, dirty, 
incompetent, stupid, goat loving terrorists was 
jammed down the viewer’s throat more times 
than Zohan’s lame hummus jokes.

It becomes obvious to the audience why 
these good looking, suave, kind-hearted Israelis 
have to kill these evil Palestinian “terrorists” – 
because they hate Jews more than they hate soap. 

The most egregious grievance by a Palestinian 
“terrorist” throughout the film was the stealing 
of a pet goat. Israel has killed more than 4,000 
Palestinians since the start of the second intifada, 
including nearly a 1000 children, yet the main 
gripe of these rabid “terrorists” is a stereotypical 
love for hillside animals.

This “inoffensive” scenario is the equivalent 
of a scene in a Hollywood “comedy” made by a 
Palestinian filmmaker stereotypically portraying 
Jews as pissed off about being sent to Auschwitz 
because they found out that Hitler was going to 
make them pay for the train ride.

A particular scene in Zohan went beyond 
comprehension: Sandler’s casting agency round-
ed up a handful of children to play Palestinians 
throwing rocks at Zohan. What does Zohan do 
in response to the actions of these soon-to-be ter-
rorists? He gleefully catches the stones and turns 
them into the equivalent of a balloon animal.

One is supposed to toss aside any arising 
sensitivities and overlook the many instances 
Israeli snipers and soldiers have shot Palestinian 
children in the head or taken their eyes out with 
rubber bullets because of these rocks Zohan 
takes with a smile. The posturing of the noble 
and affable Mossad agent is a slick attempt to 
humanise Israel and make the Mossad (an outfit 
that has engaged in countless operations of state 
terrorism) look like the valiant GI Joe force in 
the Middle East combating jihadi thugs in the 
name of good.

But Sandler’s character is not only a hero, 
he’s also a humanitarian. There are multiple 
scenes where Zohan informs the audience that 
Israelis do their best to minimise the loss of 
innocent Palestinian life, when an examination of 
the conflict by Israeli human rights organisations 
exposes quite the opposite.

Other stereotypes saturate the movie. The 
Palestinian salon that Zohan gets a job at is 
described as a dump, Palestinians constantly 
cheer for the “terrorists”, a crowd of Palestinians 
applaud the death of “heroic” Zohan (which he 
faked), and the “terrorists” are so stupid and 
illiterate that they purchase Neosporin instead 
of liquid nitrogen to make their bomb to kill 
Zohan. There is no distinction made between 
Hezbollah, Hamas, jihadists, and terrorist sex-
capading sheiks.

Furthermore, the film conveniently illustrates 
how Israelis in the US, as “fellow” natives of the 
Middle East, suffer the same discrimination and 
tribulations as Arabs in a post-911 world. Oddly, 
Israelis are passed off as “brown” and “other” 
like the Arabs in the film, yet Zohan’s parents 
look like European Ashkenazi Jews.

Moreover, while Israelis are shown as native 
hummus loving Middle Easterners, Zohan’s 
family is portrayed distinctively differently 
from the backwards Arabs. Zohan’s parents are 
sweet, comforting, reasonable and accepting 
from beginning to end, not rigid like their Arab 
counterparts.

Even when Zohan finally captures Dalia’s 
heart, his parents show up in America and 
warmly embrace their relationship without ques-
tion – while Dalia and others resist the notion of 
a courtship between the two and tells Zohan that 
her family would never accept him. Ah, if only 
all Arabs could just get to know Israelis and see 
how kind, generous, and amorous they all are, 
the sooner we could all sit in a circle singing 
Kumbaya over s’mores and unfunny Zohan 
hummus jokes.

The worst dialogue throughout this 102 
minute laughless action flick is made by Dalia 
(played by Emmanuelle Chriqui), Zohan’s even-
tual Palestinian love interest. She serves at the 
omnipotent propagandist – blaming the troubles 
of the conflict on “extremists” and “hate” on 

both sides. She endlessly and vaguely laments 
about how much “hate” there is “over there”, 
and describes to Zohan that things are “differ-
ent here”.

As any knowledgeable American knows, 
Palestinians and Israelis love each other here in 
the US; they frequently have bake sales togeth-
er; they form sit-ins for blind coexistence on 
college campuses; and have Palestinian/Israeli 
karaoke nights where they sing their favour-
ite Beatles’ tunes like Give Peace a Chance. 
What Sandler, and co-writers Judd Apatow 
and Robert Smigel, fail to understand is that 
before there was Hamas, Yasser Arafat, Fatah, 
the PLO, or any resistance movement, there 
was the dispossession of the Palestinian people, 
whereby 780,000 indigenous Palestinians were 
displaced from their homeland by Jewish gangs 
and terror groups.

Flash forward 60 years and the Palestinian 
people are living in squalor in demolished towns 
and refugee camps enduring a 40 year occupation 
that strangulates their economy and diminishes 
any semblance of normalcy or a proper life. 
What we are to believe by watching this film is 
that if everyone would just stop “hating” (which 

Israelis are depicted as clearly willing to do, 
while Palestinians resist it vehemently) Israelis 
and Palestinians could effortlessly live together 
in harmony.

But “hate” has little to do with a conflict 
rooted in a people’s desire for basic human rights 
and an end to oppression.

In the end, everything ends up happy and 
joyful: Zohan gets the girl, he saves the block 
from a conniving mall developer, and the “ter-
rorists” stop terrorising. But the jovial ending 
left a sour taste in my mouth. As nearly a dozen 
“nameless” Palestinians were killed by innocent 
and heroic Israeli soldiers last week and another 
report of the humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza 
went unnoticed in the US press, people were 
laughing all over the country at how stupid, fee-
ble, violent and backwards Arabs are. A diehard 
Sandler fan proclaimed: “He’s making it for 13 
year old boys. It’s Critic Proof.” That’s what 
scares me most of all.
Remi Kanazi is the editor of the 
forthcoming anthology of poetry,  
Poets For Palestine, which can be pre-
ordered at <PoetsForPalestine.com>. 
Information Clearing House. 
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