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“Discussion means to break things up, but through dialogue we can develop a shared understanding”  David Bohm 
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 www.sydneymsa.com.auFirst & third Mondays of the month from 7.00pm, �nishing time variable.

 
Discover the environmental impact of war, 
climate change and social strife through �lm and discussion.     

Ben Falkenmire

A Liberal State Government would 
approve the Aboriginal Housing 
Company’s Pemulwuy Project (AHC), 
promote community-minded policing 
in and around Redfern, and would seek 
better transportation infrastructure to 
encourage people to use it.

On a visit to Redfern to talk with the 
SSH, having visited the AHC months 
before at The Block, Opposition Leader 
Barry O’Farrell said he was appalled 
Frank Sartor was now the obstacle to 
the Pemulwuy Project. “Why Sartor 
and the Department of Planning (DoP) 

are standing in the way of the AHC, 
a reputable company with reputable 
directors, who have a vision for Redfern, 
is beyond me,” the MP said. “I think it 
reeks of paternalism, and it’s getting in 
the way of being able to deploy police 
across the region.”

Mr O’Farrell said the AHC’s plans 
address the fundamental problems at 
The Block and called for Sartor and the 
DoP to waive the $60,000 development 
application fee that is currently causing 
a stand-off in activity between the local 
housing company and government. 

Mr O’Farrell, who finished schooling 
in Darwin where he visited Aboriginal 
communities, and took Aboriginal 

studies at university in Canberra, said he 
believes in the right of a local community 
to make decisions for themselves. Not 
knowing the Pemuluwy Project in detail, 
he did say, “There is probably more work 
to be done” on the finer detail.

The father of two and North Shore 
resident said policing in the area had 
dropped off since the State election, 
pointing to statistics showing a 30 per 
cent fall in the number of Redfern police 
men and women. “Whether it’s blitzes 
on highways or in suburbs, it’s a 365-day 
effort,” he said. He supports more local 
patrolling that provides police with a 
“corporate knowledge of the area”.

On public transport, Mr O’Farrell 

compared Sydney to international cities 
and implied people should be walking 
more and using more public transport. 
“We need to be more innovative with 
public transport,” he said, pointing to 
Green Square as an example where 
there are not enough transport options 
for locals. Calling himself the ultimate 
pragmatist, Mr O’Farrell said the private 
sector should be used by government 
for matters like transport and other 
infrastructure, where the community 
gets the most benefit.  

He said he would not support a local 
Redfern injecting room, and that his 
major focus was resurrecting the public 
education system. 

Libs back Pemulwuy,  
more community police 
and more transport Sarah Malik

The former Coordinator of the now 
defunct Community Development 
Employment Program (CDEP) run by 
the Redfern Aboriginal Corporation 
and a  pass ionate  advocate  for 
Indigenous welfare is calling it quits 
after 12 years.

The CDEP program was a not-for 
profit community-managed organisation 
in the inner city, run in conjunction 
with Centrelink. 

It allowed people the opportunity 
to voluntarily give up their welfare 
entitlements in return for working 15-18 
hours a week and earning those benefits. 
It also provided education and skills 
for the long-term unemployed to enter 
the workforce. 

“I was involved with the CDEP since 
1996 in Redfern. I started off as a truck 
driver and CDEP participant,” said Mr 
Weatherill who graduated from the 
scheme to eventually become CDEP 
Coordinator in 2000, helping hundreds 
of others on welfare make the transition 
to full-time employment.

Mr Weatherill felt that being a 
former CDEP participant gave him an 
insight into the plight of the long-term 
unemployed. “I was one of the boys, 
sort of thing. For me it made it easier. 
I understood them. I knew what was 
expected of me,” said Mr Weatherill. 
“Around the Redfern area where a lot of 
people have alcohol problems and drug 
issues, CDEP was used to get people into 
a work ethic.” 

Weatherill and his team would work 
closely in the community to develop 
programs and provide mentoring and 
support for those unable to break the 
welfare cycle. “We’d keep a close eye in 
the first month [on CDEP participants]. 

Passionate 
Indigenous 
advocate 
resigns

continued on page 2

Barry O'Farrell with National Party MP and Redfern resident Duncan Gay   Photo: Ali Blogg
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Passionate Indigenous 
advocate resigns

Newtown’s namesake 
recognised

AHC supports army 
recruitment project

That’s how we pinpointed those 
who had the ambition to go on,” 
Mr Weatherill said.

“That was a very important part 
of the job – the mentoring, the daily 
visits. It supported them right through. 
We also always kept a spot open for 
anyone getting out of gaol who found it 
hard to get a job in the mainstream.”

The Federal Government’s decision 
to scrap the CDEP program in June last 
year saddened Mr Weatherill. “We tried 
to tell them these people need it – to 
give them a work ethic. We knew what 
people wanted to do. It made them feel 
proud when they got full-time work.”

Mr Weatherill believes that CDEP 
worked because it addressed the social 
problems that underscore chronic long-
term unemployment. 

“It gave them their own self-esteem. 
Working 15 hours a week – they were 
working for the dole. They didn’t have 
to go to the employment service. It 
made them feel good to have their own 

money at the end of the week,” said 
Mr Weatherill. “Working on CDEP they 
felt like they owned it.” 

Mr Weatherill hopes the new 
government will consider re-instating 
the program. 

“There is a rumour going around 
they will. It’s just a wait-and-see 
game,” he said.

“A lot people don’t have the 
confidence they had… Now they are 
forced to go to job networks and fill 
out forms and if they don’t go they 
get breached.”

Although Mr Weatherill is resigning 
because of health problems, after 
suffering from two strokes last year, 
he is still passionate about the Redfern 
Aboriginal Corporation and intends to 
be involved in the future, possibly as 
a director. 

 “I’d get in there at eight o’clock. 
I felt like I was starting it up – it 
was like my baby. I was involved in 
everything from day one and was very 
passionate about it. Still am.”

Linda Danielle

You’d never know it from the look 
of the ZanziBar in Newtown now, 
but a stroll on King Street has you 
passing the site that gave the suburb 
its name. Newtown’s namesake was 
commemorated as part of the recent 
National Trust Heritage Festival, with 
a plaque recognising the site of the 
former New Town Store.  

 
Newtown takes its name from the 

weatherboard store opened by John 
Webster, a grocer and draper. Webster 
named his store the New Town Store 
to distinguish it from the established 
settlements at Camperdown, Cooks River 
and O’Connell Town. 

The name Newtown itself was 
recorded as early as 1832, when 
the Sydney Gazette  wrote: “The 
neighbourhood about the spot known 
as Devine’s Farm has obtained the name 
Newtown”. A long history as a hotel then 
followed at the site, first as the Daniel 
Webster in 1863, then as the Oxford 
Hotel from 1875. By the 1980s this had 
become the Oxford Tavern and from 
2001, the ZanziBar. 

The Heritage Festival put the focus 
on local history and, for Newtown, 
th i s  unea r ths  some  in t r i gu ing 
characters, macabre events and weird, 
wonderful sideshows.

Eliza Donnithorne is one of the most 

famous people in this history, a woman 
around whose lonely vigil much local 
legend has grown. Miss Donnithorne 
has been credited with posthumous fame 
as the basis for the spinster character 
of Miss Havisham in Charles Dickens’ 
Great Expectations. 

Like Miss Havisham, she was a jilted 
bride whose grief, according to literary 
folklore, prompted her to leave her 
wedding meal untouched for years at the 
family mansion, Camperdown Lodge, on 
King Street. Until her death in 1886, some 
30 years on from that fateful day, she is 
said to have lived as a recluse, never 
again leaving Camperdown Lodge. 

According to local legend, the front 
door was always left slightly ajar, 
yet fastened with a chain, in case 
her fiancé would appear. Dickens 
was thought to have heard the story 
through correspondence with his 
nephew visiting Sydney at the time 
or else from her neighbour, his friend 
Caroline Chisholm.

Eliza Donnithorne is buried in 
Camperdown Cemetery, in the grounds 
of St Stephen’s Church, Newtown, 
where her nuptials were to have taken 
place. Cemeteries advisor for the 
National Trust, Rebecca Ward, said ‘Miss 
Havisham of Newtown’ is a great local 
legend that certainly has some truth. 
“Even in her day, people knew the story 
of Eliza Donnithorne,” she said. “Those 
stories built up when she was alive with 

children afraid to walk past her house 
and talk that she was a witch.” 

Camperdown Cemetry itself contains 
many people  of  note  inc luding 
Napoleon’s harpist, Nicolas Bochsa, 
the mass grave from the 1857 wreck 
of the Dunbar, and the self-proclaimed 
illegitimate son of King George IV, 
William Augustus Miles. Less than 
100 metres from Newtown’s pubs, 
restaurants and pawnshops, it’s as calm 
as King Street is chaotic and provides a 
sanctuary from the bustle for locals in 
the know. 

Ms Ward has written a National 
Trust booklet, The Darker Side of 
Newtown and Surrounds, that provides 
a self-guided tour and taps into its rich 
yet sordid past. “I’d been working on 
heritage for a while and came across so 

many weird stories about Newtown over 
time,” she said. 

A gold rush hoax in 1870 had people 
from across Sydney storming into 
Bedford Street. Suspicions fell on Jemmy 
Richards, who ran a line of horse-drawn 
buses through Newtown and did very 
well out of the extra business. A fitting 
end to trams running up City Road was 
also provided in 1957, with students 
from the University of Sydney setting 
up an altar, holding a funeral service, 
and following the last tram through King 
Street, singing Auld Lang Syne. 

The Darker Side of Newtown and 
Surrounds, a self-guided tour for the 
misguided of the more macabre side of 
local history, is appropriately enough 
available at Better Read Than Dead 
bookstore in Newtown.

Christine Dellenty

The Aboriginal Housing Company 
(AHC) is preparing to introduce a new 
project that will recruit disadvantaged 
Aboriginal youths into the Australian 
Defence Force (ADF). The project is 
aimed at providing an alternative to 
gaol with employment opportunities 
and skil ls  training for young 
Aboriginal people on The Block.

The Chief Executive Officer of the 
AHC, Michael Mundine, says: “It’s 
about time we get something out there 
which gives hope to the new generation. 
This generation went through a very 
vicious cycle, and the Defence Force can 
provide a good future for them.”

As part of the project, the company is 
planning a visit to Holsworthy Barracks 
following clearance from the ADF. The 
visit will include a full tour of the base 
and its operations, as well as lunch 
with the soldiers in their mess hall. 
The young people attending the tour 
will also be given information about the 
various jobs within the army.

The AHC’s Project Director, Peter 
Valilis, says: “The kids that we’ve talked 
to so far are very excited. This is one 
small idea that has really snowballed. 
I think it will take off.”

Richard Green, an Indigenous man 
and former artillery soldier, is a strong 
advocate for the AHC’s latest project. 
Mr Green says Aboriginal people do not 
fear gaol because “there is no support 
for them outside. Some of them have no 
direction, but the army can put you on 
track. This project is a step forward.”

Mr Valilis says many Aboriginal 
people, particularly young men, view 
gaol as an “initiation process”. He says 
the current mentality among young 
Aboriginal men is that surviving gaol 
signifies their transition into manhood. 
“The army is a great way to replace this 

initiation process. You have to undergo 
psychological, physical and mental 
testing… it’s challenging on so many 
different levels.”

According to Marija Ilovski, Careers 
Promotion Coordinator for the Defence 
Force in NSW, a career within the 
Defence Force is not limited to an 
armed soldier. “There are over 280 jobs 
available in the Australian Defence Force 
and over 420 different options within 
those jobs.”

Mr Valilis said many of the Aboriginal 
youths living on “The Block” do not 
want to become soldiers. “Almost 
everyone assumes that when you enlist 
in the army you become a soldier and go 
to war. That’s a misconception. You can 
be anything from truck driver to doctor, 
and the army pays you to learn these 
skills,” he said. “When we explained 
this to the kids, they were shocked 
and then excited. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for them to get the skills, 
the discipline and the respect.” 

Mr Valilis says army recruitment 
has become difficult due to low 
unemployment rates in today’s 
Australian society. Aboriginal people 
have “bucked that trend” and are one of 
the few groups that are still experiencing 
high unemployment.

“They are one of the few groups that 
aren’t prospering from this economic 
growth,” Mr Valilis said. “It is an 
obvious recruiting pool.”

According to the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics in 2006, the unemployment 
rate for Indigenous people between 
18-24 years was 21 per cent, in 
comparison to 9 per cent for non-
Indigenous people within the same 
age group.

The AHC is an Aboriginal-governed 
organisation that formed in 1973. It is an 
independent, non-profit charity that was 
the first community housing provider of 
its type in Australia.

continued from page 1
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George Sprod, cartoonist and journalist, 
whose observations were so good at 
capturing the humour of the place. 

“Kings Cross is full of interesting, 
colourful and creative stories and is one 
of the City’s most famous villages,” said 
Lord Mayor Clover Moore. 

“The stories on the plaques are 
interesting to everyone, but were 
primarily designed to interpret Kings 
Cross to its residents and Sydneysiders,” 
Ms Moore said. “Gradually over time, 
people can absorb and understand more 
about the area by simply walking over 
the plaques on their daily travels.”

An accompanying booklet was also 
produced to extend the experience and 
explain the brief words and complex 
ideas behind them. 

The free booklet is distributed at Kings 

Cross library, local events and is available 

to download on the City of Sydney 

website: www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/

AboutSydney/VisitorGuidesInformation/

HistoricalWalkingTours.asp

In the gutter looking at the brass

No access to amenities at Gloria Jean’s

The City develops an 
Aboriginal Cultural Centre

Linda Daniele

‘The Strip on the Strip’, an art 
history project of more than 100 brass 
plaques which tell stories about Kings 
Cross, received a high commendation 
at last  month’s National Trust 
Heritage Awards.

The plaques are embedded into the 
granite footpath along Darlinghurst Road 
and tell the stories of art, poetry, sleaze, 
humour and some of the upstanding 
residents of the area. “The idiosyncratic 
nature of the quirky stories told on the 
plaques … are a clever and contemporary 
way of telling the stories of people whose 
voices are rarely heard,” the judging 
panel said.

A small group of local history experts 
worked with eminent City of Sydney 
historian Shirley Fitzgerald to come up 
with the ideas. 

For Ms Fitzgerald, the 18-month 
project came as a unique opportunity 
that she says took her well out of her 

comfort zone. With “as much research 
as I would to write a book” she says the 
biggest challenge was having only 600 
words to tell a story.

Some plaques mark literary figures 
such as Kenneth Slessor, artists such as 
William Dobell and benefactor David 
Scott Mitchell who left us the Mitchell 
Library. Others mark social campaigners 
like Juanita Nielsen, who disappeared 
in 1975, and Dame Mary Gilmore, poet, 
writer and journalist, who lived at No 
99 Darlinghurst Road until her death 
at age 97.

Soapbox orator  Ada Green is 
commemorated, in the spot where 
she used to enliven Friday nights by 
preaching damnation to revellers and 
there’s a plaque for Jessie Street, the 
social reformer who collected money 
for sheepskins to send to Russia in 
World War II. 

Bea Miles, who contributed to the 
intellectual life of Sydney’s pavements 
with her poetry recitals and discourses 
on philosophy, is remembered, as is 

Christine Dellenty 

Gloria Jean’s is about to come under 
fire following the recent discovery of an 
ongoing sanitary code violation.

Three stores belonging to the Gloria 
Jean’s franchise on Oxford Street, George 
Street and at Broadway in Sydney have so 
far been identified as refusing customer 
access to toilets, which is prohibited 
under the Building Code of Australia 
(BCA).

The BCA sanitary clause states that 
toilet facilities “must be provided for more 
than 20 persons, including employees, 
owners, managers and patrons”. All three 
Gloria Jean’s outlets either meet or exceed 
this particular seating capacity but do not 
provide a toilet for customers to use.

Waterloo resident Dale Mill conveyed 
his experience with two outlets on 
Oxford Street and at Broadway: “I’ve 
been diagnosed as a diabetic so I need 
to use the toilet facilities a lot. When I 
asked if I could use them I was rejected at 

both places,” Mr Mill said. “This is a big 
problem, especially for those who need 
to use the bathroom frequently, such as 
pregnant women and the elderly.”

Mr Mill said that after the first incident 
occurred a few months ago he filed 
“numerous complaints” to the City of 
Sydney Council.

A City of Sydney spokesperson said: 
“Following the complaint about Gloria 
Jean’s Cafe at 37 Oxford St, Surry 
Hills, City of Sydney staff inspected the 
premises and found it to have in excess 
of 20 seats. A $600 penalty notice was 
issued to the proprietor on May 20 for 
non-compliance with their approved 
development application.

 “At that time, the new management of 
the cafe agreed to make toilets available 
to patrons in accordance with the 
performance requirements of the Building 
Code of Australia.”

C i t y  o f  S yd n ey  C o u n c i l  s a y 
investigations into the Gloria Jean’s 
cafes on Broadway and George Streets 
are ongoing.

Susannah Palk 

Much history has been recorded of 
white settlement in Australia, but little 
has been written about the culture 
and history of its original owners.

In a bid to recapture the forgotten 
history of the Aboriginal people, plans 
are being drawn up for a Centre for 
Indigenous Australian History and Cul-
ture. “The establishment of this Centre 
is one more vital step in the process 
of reconciliation,” says Marcelle Hoff, 
Councillor of the City of Sydney.

The Centre is part of a plan by 
the City of Sydney to tell the story of 
Indigenous life in Sydney. Called the 
‘Eora Journey’, plans are being made for 
a walking path around the centre of the 
city marking the places of Indigenous 
importance. It is hoped that the Centre 
will become the focal point of this 
‘Eora Journey.’

However, there has been much dis-
cussion about where the Centre should 
be placed. The most popular suggestion 
to date is that it be built on The Block.

“The Block is the best place for it,” 
says Mick Mundine, Chief Executive 
of the Aboriginal Housing Company, 
which owns and manages The Block. 
“The Centre should be where the 
Aboriginal people live and where much 
of the recent history has happened.” 
However, others think it should be 
placed in the city centre.

“The Centre needs to be in a 
prominent place. If you are going to 
acknowledge Australia’s black history, it 
should be in a place that is as prominent 
as Australia’s white history,” says Lyn 
Turnbull, member of Redfern Residents 
for Reconciliation. 

But she also stresses the importance 
of Redfern and its need to be on the 
‘Eora Journey’ trail. “Redfern’s where 
the political and post-colonial history 

has taken place. It is vital to the history 
of the Aboriginal people.” 

Wherever it is eventually built, the 
Centre hopes to attract visitors, not 
just from Australia but from around 
the world.

“This Centre is one of the best 
things that could happen to Redfern,” 
says Mick Mundine. “Nobody knows 
about the city's Aboriginal history…it 
really will help to bring reconciliation 
to reality.”

Marcelle Hoff agrees, “I have been 
involved with Aboriginal people for 
many years and I believe now is the 
time for the younger generation, whilst 
respecting their elders and their tradi-
tions, to lead their people forward in the 
21st Century,” she says. 

“This Centre will be a ‘belonging 
place’, a source of pride and ownership, 
a place where everyone can learn about 
the original custodians of this wonderful 
land of ours.” 

LECTURER IN 
SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY
United Theological College Sydney is seeking to appoint  a lecturer responsible for the 
teaching and oversight of Systematic Theology. The appointee would be expected also to 
demonstrate an academic interest in one of the following areas: a contextual theology; 
a reformed and evangelical theology; a feminist theology; theological ethics; a philosophical 
theology; a Christian theology of other faiths; the relationship of postmodern theology to the 
systematic core. The appointee would be involved in the formation of candidates for specified 
ministries and would become an academic associate of the School of Theology, CSU.

United Theological College is the constituted college for the Uniting Church in the Synod of 
NSW-ACT. It is also a partner in the School of Theology, Charles Sturt University. 

The position is available from 1 February 2009. 

Full details of the position may be obtained from: the Acting Principal, Revd. Dr. Dean 
Drayton, United Theological College, 16 Masons Drive, North Parramatta NSW 2151 
Australia. Phone: 02 8838 8927; Fax 02 9683 6617 or email utc@nsw.uca.org.au

Applications for this position close on 1 August 2008.

Kings Cross pavement   Photo: Ali Blogg

Councillor Marcelle Hoff   Photo: Ali Blogg
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Cities on the
National Agenda 
Sustainable Sydney 2030 maps out how we can 
significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions as 
part of a holistic approach to planning Sydney’s 
future. Implementing the strategy will require 
partnerships with Government, business and  
the community. 
Together with Lord Mayors from the other capital 
cities, I met with the Prime Minister who committed 
to the establishment of a major cities unit and to 
broad infrastructure programs to revitalise cities. 
I suggested a range of practical projects, identified in 
our Sustainable Sydney 2030 strategy. I promoted the 
concept of tripartite arrangements between Federal, State 
and Local Government to develop better services in areas 
like affordable housing and homelessness. 
The State Government and the City are working in 
partnership to develop a model for an affordable 
housing project at Glebe/Ultimo. This initiates our 
Sustainable Sydney 2030 vision for affordable housing 
for key city workers and contributes to more diverse and 
socially cohesive communities. 
Finally, I am proud of the City’s investment in our 
future through a responsible budget which maintains a 
healthy surplus, contributes to community needs and a 
sustainable and liveable city.

cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
General enquiries and after hours assistance  9265 9333 TTY 9265 9276    council@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
You can subscribe to a number of the City’s online publications at cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/subscribe

Clover Moore MP 
Lord Mayor

July

Public Art
Exciting new City public art projects 
will soon enrich the public domain. 
New works include The Bower by 
Milne and Stonehouse in Redfern 
Street which is due for completion 
mid 2008. 

The City recently began a program to 
catalogue its 200 plus works of art and 
create a public art website which will 
feature self guided walking tours to be 
launched later this year in conjunction 
with our arts festival, Art & About.

Image: Artist impression of The Bower  
by Milne and Stonehouse in Redfern Street 

Homelessness 
Brokerage 
Program
The City recently extended 
its contract with YWCA 
which assists homeless 
people to purchase 
accommodation, or offers 
other support to people 
in the early stages of 
crisis to prevent them 
becoming entrenched in 
the homelessness cycle.

The initiative is part of the 
City’s Homelessness Strategy 
2007-12, and is jointly 
funded by Housing NSW. For 
information call the Homeless 
Persons Information Centre 
on 1800 234 566.

City supports disaster 
relief in Burma & China
Responding to assist those in need, the 
City presented a $100,000 donation to 
the Australian Red Cross China Sichuan 
Earthquake Appeal and $100,000 to 
the Australian Red Cross Myanmar 
(Burma) Cyclone Appeal. These funds will 
assist relief and recovery efforts in affected 
communities, provide specialist aid workers, 
food, water and medical supplies. Residents 
can give generously to the Australian Red 
Cross Appeals at redcross.org.au

Inner South 
Community Forum
Community Forums are a 
chance to discuss local issues 
with Councillors, Council staff 
and agencies such as police.  

Inner South (Eveleigh, Redfern 
and Waterloo) Wednesday 2 July,  
6.00pm to 8.30pm at Redfern 
Town Hall, 73 Pitt Street, Redfern.

For information visit   
cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/
meetings or call 9265 9333.

Clover Moore, Housing Minister Matt Brown,  
Premier Morris Iemma, and Minister Verity Firth commit  

to work together on the Affordable Housing project

Business Awards 2008
Nominations are now open for the fifth annual 
City of Sydney Business Awards. Promoting 
and supporting the contribution of small and 
medium businesses to our community, the 
awards embrace our vision for a green, global 
and connected city. A new award recognises 
excellence in environmental business, and the 
event will demonstrate sustainable business 
practices through a carbon neutral awards dinner 
on 27 August. Local businesses are encouraged 
to participate, with nominations and voting closing 
on 25 July. Visit sydneybusinessawards.com.au

King Street cycleway
During consultation for Sustainable Sydney 2030, 97 per cent 
of people said they want the City to take urgent action to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and increasing safer cycling 
opportunities is a practical response. 
The first new separated cycleway is now under construction in King 
Street in the CBD. The City’s Cycling Strategy will increase the cycling 
network by about 200km, with up to 55km of safe, separated cycleways. 
For information visit cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

NAIDOC  
Week 2008
NAIDOC Week is a 
chance to celebrate 
the history, culture 
and achievements of 
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people.
The City is coordinating 
a range of cultural events 
between 6 -13 July to 
celebrate, including 
a march, flag raising 
ceremony, library events, 
art exhibition and family 
market day. The theme for 
2008 is “Advance Australia 
Fair?”, encouraging people 
to reflect on the Australian 
principle of a “Fair go” and 
consider the inequalities 
still experienced by 
Indigenous Australians. 
For information visit 
cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/
whatson
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Armed robbery at bowling club – Erskineville
Police are appealing for information following an alleged armed robbery 
committed at a bowling club in Erskineville last month. Detectives have been 
told two men entered the club in Fox Street and produced a firearm, demanding 
cash from the two staff members present. It’s believed two further men involved 
were waiting outside the club while the incident took place. Neither of the staff 
members were harmed, however the four men escaped with an amount of cash 
and one staff member’s handbag. They fled in a vehicle that was parked in 
nearby Ashmore Street.
 
 
Jackie orszaczky Tribute in Budapest’s 
National Concert Hall 
Many people in the inner city have enjoyed the music of Jackie Orszaczky. 
Jackie, who headlined the fundraiser for this newspaper last year, passed 
away earlier this year. Many of his mates went to Hungary in April to play 
in a concert in Jackie Orszaczky’s country of birth and in his home town 
of Budapest. His friend Anthony Kable, who also played at the concert in 
April, reports: “As well as celebrating his incredible music, it was a chance 
to reunite the musical family Jack had fostered here and in Hungary over 
so many years. Longtime Australian band members formed the core of the 
concert. Hamish Stuart on drums, David Symes on bass as well as trombonists 
James Greening and Anthony Kable were joined by Matt McMahon on piano, 
Ben Rogers on guitar and backing vocalists Juanita Tippens, Kristen Cornwell 
and Mahalia Barnes. Augmented by a string quartet and woodwind player 
from Hungary, the night also featured guests from Jack’s rich musical past 
– blues guitarist Tibor Tatrai, jazz pianist Szakcsi Bela and flautist Mihaly 
Raduly. Through it all, evoking every essence of Jack’s spirit was Tina Harrod, 
preaching the wonderful blues and soul that audiences knew so well in 
Australia. To finish the night, there were epic rearrangements of Syrius classics, 
sung by Tina, with the whole band channelling the ambitious, seat-of-your-

pants chaos of a classic Orszaczky gig.”
 
 
Robert Domm appointed CEo of Harbour 
Foreshore Authority
Planning Minister Frank Sartor has announced the appointment of 
Mr Robert Domm as the new CEO of the Sydney Harbour Foreshore 
Authority (commencing July 21), which has responsibility for managing 
The Rocks and Darling Harbour along with other key waterfront sites such 
as the new Ballast Point Park. In the short to medium term Mr Domm will 
retain his job at the RWA to see through a number of major projects.
 
 
Sartor defends the indefensible 
The bill introducing the changes to the planning laws in NSW has now passed 
in spite of massive community opposition. In a North Shore paper last month 
the Planning Minister explained the changes in the following way: “A couple of 
years ago, as part of an extension to my house in southern Sydney, I decided 
to install a rainwater tank. The plumber informed me that he couldn’t install 
the tank in the location I wanted, over a sewerage line, as this was not allowed 
under statewide rules. The experience explained to me the benefits of clearly 
understood public policy. While my plumber knew the rules, because they were 
the same across NSW, most NSW homeowners don’t really know with any 
certainty what sort of home they, or their neighbour, could build. “The local 
planning process is a slow and tortuous ‘lucky dip’. Neighbouring councils 
have many wildly different rules for innocuous additions such as barbecues, 
solar hot water and swimming pools, for no clear reason. “The problems get 
worse for renovations and entirely new homes. Our research shows it often 
takes months and years to get the simplest extension approved, yet 68 per cent 
of all applications in the State involve building work of less than $100,000 in 
value. These are not developers, but ordinary people who want to get on with 
their lives. “The draft NSW Housing Code aims to return clarity, honesty and 
timeliness for ordinary people. It has been designed so that only small-scale, 
low-impact proposals, which do not undermine neighbour amenity, can 
get through in 10 days. For anything else, you need to lodge a development 
application with the Council. The idea is that neighbours will know up front 
what can be built next door, reducing friction. “Victoria and Western Australia 
have had complying residential codes in place for many years and South 
Australia will do the same. NSW already has 11 per cent of all development 
approved as complying development and our target is more modest than 
other states. Contrary to some claims, the planning reform bills now before 
parliament do not provide for complying codes and do not affect existing 
heritage preservation rules. The codes are being prepared under existing 
laws. The demolition of heritage-listed buildings and those in conservation 
areas cannot be approved by certifiers.” If you want to respond email us at 
editor@ ssh.com.au .
 
 
A personal note 
This column and myself are taking a holiday until the October issue later 
this year, so friends, Take care!

 HAVE yoU HEARD?  

THE FAST NEWS
 WITH TREVOR DAVIES

Christine Dellenty

A dangerous intersection in Sydney’s 
CBD remains an ongoing hazard despite 
the new zebra crossing being painted 
there late last month.

Local residents and business owners 
have expressed long-term concerns for 
pedestrians attempting to cross at the 
corner of Elizabeth and Randle Streets in 
Surry Hills, where buses, taxis and cars 
are seen speeding through the intersection 
everyday.

Chairman of the Surry Hills Business 
Alliance, Brian Adams, said: “We’ve been 
complaining about that crossing for 10 
years and nothing has been done.”

However, a City of Sydney spokesper-
son says the Council has made numerous 
improvements to assist pedestrians. “A 
marked pedestrian crossing was installed 
late last month on Randle Street at the 
Elizabeth Street intersection to enhance 
pedestrian facilities and to increase driver 
awareness of pedestrians using the loca-
tion to cross.”

Mr Adams says the zebra crossing 
was only placed at the intersection to 
alleviate the “bad publicity” surrounding 
it: “They put a painted crosswalk there 
three or four weeks ago but the majority 
of cars still don’t stop. The aggression is 
very unreal.”

Deputy Lord Mayor Tony Pooley said: 
“I understand the concern of residents 

and businesses and the increasing con-
cern of that pedestrian crossing. We need 
to come up with a package of measures 
to reduce driver speed and improve 
pedestrian visibility but the solutions 
aren’t easy.”

Mr Adams says the zebra crossing is 
just a “bandaid solution” that has not 
reduced the speed of traffic turning from 
the corner of Elizabeth Street and into 
Randle Street.

“Yes, we have a zebra crossing now, 
but the council needs to bring the traffic 
lights a couple metres back to this inter-
section because drivers zip through and 
don’t even think about stopping for any 
pedestrians. It is a death trap to people 
trying to cross everyday.”

Nicholas McCallum

The tranquil existence of Darlington 
residents may be in further jeopardy 
from the proposed development of the 
North Eveleigh site. Its tiny streets, 
already clogged with the car and foot 
traffic stemming from Sydney Univer-
sity, are facing further increases. 

As it stands, there is no real solution 
to the problem of access to the proposed 
site. If the development goes ahead the 
main access point to the site’s commercial 
precinct will be through Shepherd Street. 
The prospect is a considerable cause for 
concern to the street’s residents.

On any weekday during the university 
semester, Shepherd Street becomes 
crowded with the foot traffic of students 
making their way to and from Redfern Sta-
tion. Coupled with the parking that lines 

both sides of the apparent two-way street, 
any further increase in the local population 
will make it even harder to navigate. 

The mix of residential and commercial 
on the site could see the population of the 
local area experience daily increases of 
up to 6000 people. The Redfern Waterloo 
Authority’s proposed access to the North 
Eveleigh area through the junction of 
Wilson and Shepherd Streets will lead 
to drastic problems for through traffic. 
Shepherd Street is already too narrow in 
parts for two cars to pass through and with 
a further 6000 people in the area it would 
be impossible to manage. 

One Shepherd Street resident, Toby 
Brennan, said that local residents feel the 
RWA’s solution of adjusting the cycle of the 
traffic lights to have a continuous flow of 
cars is too optimistic. 

“They need a blank sheet approach 
to the site,” he said, criticising the 

synopsis that was put forward by the 
RWA. Mr Brennan recognised that, with 
a primary school on Golden Grove and 
Codrington Road running though the 
University there is great difficulty in find-
ing any real alternative route. 

He is also indignant toward the 
authorities and institutions that operate 
in the local area and Sydney Council’s 
laissez-faire attitude toward parking. The 
Council hoped that, by imposing limits on 
parking spaces in the university, it would 
limit the amount of cars entering the area, 
but that has only led to an overflow into 
surrounding streets, and that just isn’t 
fair for Darlington residents, he said. The 
problem is sure to increase once the site 
is completed.

 “We’re the meat in the sandwich,” 
he added, “And North Eveleigh and the 
University are two incredibly big pieces 
of bread.” 

A dangerous intersection

Shepherd Street in trouble 

Trevor Davies will be standing for election as a member of the City 

of Sydney Council and will therefore be vacating his position as a 

Co-Editor of the South Sydney Herald at least until after the election.

New pedestrian crossing at Elizabeth and Randle Streets, Surry Hills   Photo: Ali Blogg

Toby Brennan in Shepherd Street   Photo: Ali Blogg
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Wendy Collis

Since 1993, Carole Ann King has 
been the founder and driving force 
behind Sydney’s Luncheon Club which 
provides meals and food supplies for 
people living with HIV/AIDS. 

Many of her clients face the challenges 
of poverty, depression and illiteracy in 
addition to their illness. For the past 
15 years, dedicated volunteers have 
run the charity but now the delivery of 
services has been handed over to ACON 
(AIDS Council of NSW) and the Bobby 

Goldsmith Foundation, which have the 
resources and professional staff to ensure 
the Luncheon Club is guaranteed a long-
term future.

Ms King started the Luncheon Club in 
1993, as remedy during a difficult period 
of her life when she was losing a number 

of her dearest and closest friends to the 
AIDS virus. At the first luncheon, just 
intended to be a one-off, she stated, “We 
are not going to talk about death, dying, 
funerals or wakes. We are going to live 
from AIDS, rather than die from AIDS.”

Since that first luncheon her original 
philosophy has never wavered. The 
simple act of providing a home-cooked 
meal and respite from the psychological 
demands of the illness for those living 
with the virus proved instantly popular. 

Performers were also sometimes pro-
vided to give a cabaret feel to the event, 
“to bring the nightlife to daylight hours” 
because often those attending could not 
afford to go out. 89 attended the first 
event. 15 years on, the weekly luncheon 
averages 180 people. 

The charity also operates a larder of 
dry-store food items to assist those living 
with HIV/AIDS on a pension, and has 
celebratory events such as the upcoming 
“Christmas in July”.

Ms King believes she has gotten much 
more out of the club than the countless 
numbers of hours she has given. She says 
the positives of the past 15 years would 
not have been possible without the team 
of inspirational volunteers, many of whom 
are also clients, who give their time out 
of caring and love to keep the charity in 
operation. She gave thanks to those in the 
community who give money, time, clothes 
and food to the cause. Even a feather boa 
was donated which made its way to an 
appreciative recipient. 

Vicky Coumbe, Team Leader of 
Positive Services, ACON, agreed that the 

volunteers are the “heart and soul of the 
charity – they have been fabulous” and 
that the intention of ACON is to give the 
Luncheon Club a more formalised future, 
but not to make any changes. “We just 
want to keep it running,” she says, three 
weeks into the handover.   

Ms King’s future plans will still involve 
the Luncheon Club and she maintains she 
will always be there for the clients. But 
she may have time now to write a book 
about the experience, titled Living With 
Glitter That Didn’t Always Shine. “In the 
gay community one sees the glitter and 
the beautiful bodies and the shine but 
there is another side,” she says, in refer-
ence to the impact of the virus.  

To sum up what she has learned over 
the 15 years she advised, “not to be so 
judgemental, we are all equal beings on 
this gorgeous planet. It doesn’t matter 
how much talent or money you have, 
when you are on the bed and taking your 
final breath, you are all equal.” 

Despite the time that has passed since 
HIV/AIDS was first diagnosed Ms Coumbe 
believes that a stigma remains and that 
as a result, people are still cautious about 
whom they disclose their health status 
to, and therefore are also cautious about 
accessing services. “Not enough atten-
tion is drawn to HIV as a condition that 
affects all of society, it is still considered a 
marginalised condition,” she said.

The contact number to access ‘Positive 

Services’ at ACON is 9699 8756. 

The website for the Luncheon Club 

is www.luncheonclub.org.au

Wendy Collis

The representations of the Rosebery 
Resident Action Group have contributed 
to Council only one property of the 
Rosebery Estate as a heritage item.

Belinda Comninos [now a  Labor 
Party candidate for the Council election 
in September], a member of the action 
group, stated that in 2006 the Rosebery 
Branch of the Labor Party held a public 
meeting regarding the first draft study 
which proposed having 16 houses listed 
as a heritage item. “The residents felt this 
draft study was done with no consultation 
with the suburb and some owners raised 
concerns over the intended listing of their 
properties,” she said. “Following this 
meeting, we made strong representations 
to the Labor councillors to deliver a better 
outcome for Rosebery.”

Most of the owners had only been 

property in Dalmeny Avenue to be listed 
as a heritage item. Clover Moore, in a 
statement on her website [June 6 2008] 
recognised “Rosebery’s historic status 
as a special precinct…” but the City of 
Sydney Council has determined that the 
other identified properties for heritage 
listing did not reach the threshold criteria 
for such a listing.

“The new recommendation is for 
the suburb to continue to have specific 
development controls but not be listed 
as a conservation area as previously 
proposed,” said Ms Comninos. “This in 
effect continues the current development 
controls for the suburb without additional 

requirements that would occur under a 
conservation listing.”

A Heritage Assessment Report of the 
Rosebery Estate for the City of Sydney 
(from Minutes for the Council Meeting of 
12 May 2008) noted that: “The Rosebery 
Estate is not sufficiently intact to justify 
it becoming a Heritage Conservation 
area other than in Morley Ave.” The 
report added that the area’s unique 
“predominant single storey scale should 
still be protected.”  

The minutes stated that the owner of 
a house in Dalmeny Avenue would be 
notified of the Council’s resolution as 
soon as was practicable. 

advised about the draft proposal in the 
mail. “The main concern was they felt 
16 houses was a bit excessive,” she com-

mented. “And one of the houses has since 
had a barbed wire fence installed.”

It is now intended for only one  

Candice Chung

Top Australian chefs gathered at 
Waterloo’s Dank Street Depot to speak 
out against genetically modified foods 
in Australia.

As a child growing up in the coun-
tryside of Quebec, Serge Dansereau had 
always loved the feeling of plucking out 
fresh potatoes and green beans from the 
vast fields near his home.

Now an established chef in the Sydney 
food scene, Dansereau (of Bathers Pavil-
ion fame) still works hard at seeking out 
regional growers and artisan producers 
to bring that earthy, home-grown feeling 
to his diners’ plates.  

But a recent trip to Canada has left him 
worried about the future of agricultural 
produce in his home country. “When I 
returned to Quebec this time, something 
felt very different,” Dansereau said. “At 
first, I couldn’t put a finger on what 
it was – the farms were still there, the 

roads were the same, yet the countryside 
looked a little different.”

It was during a drive with his father 
that it suddenly hit him. Instead of acres 
of wheat, potatoes, green beans and fruit 
trees, all the fields looked the same. 
The farms of Dansereau’s childhood 
are now filled with rows of genetically 
modified corn. 

“The farmers are getting a bit more 
money to plant corn, as opposed to 
potatoes and beans. It’s slowly become a 
monoculture – and that’s a real danger,” 
he said.

To campaign against the introduc-
tion of genetically modified food in 
Australia, a group of high-profile chefs, 
including Dansereau, have signed up to 
Greenpeace’s GM-Free Chef’s Charter 
to express concerns about serving GM 
ingredients in their restaurants.

The charter, launched in Sydney’s 
Dank Street Depot, follows the first plant-
ing of GM canola crops in New South 
Wales and Victoria in April. It calls for 

the reversal of the State Governments’ 
decision as well as proper labelling 
of all food products that contain GM 
ingredients. 

More than 50 top chefs around 
the country have already signed up, 
including big names like Kylie Kwong, 
Neil Perry, Stephanie Alexander and 
Restaurant Aria’s Matthew Moran. 

“I don’t really want to put food in 
the mouths of my children that I’m not 
sure whether or not can be damaging 
for them,” owner and head chef of 
Waterloo’s Dank Street Depot, Jared 
Ingersoll, said. “Genetically modified 
food pretty much takes a big paint brush 
and paints everything the same colour. 
It leans heavily towards mono-cultures 
and erodes food traditions. I believe that 
chefs have a very unique position in that 
we talk to both farmers and customers. 
So, by endorsing the chef’s anti-GM 
charter, we’re saying to consumers that 
we’re serious about food and this is an 
issue of importance.”

Luncheon Club’s changing of the guard

Heritage in Rosebery

Chefs against a GM nation What is genetic modification?

Carole Ann King (sitting on the floor) and Luncheon Club volunteers   Photo: Ali Blogg

Rosebery heritage house   Photo: Ali Blogg

Genetic engineering, or genetic 
modification (GM), involves 
changing the DNA of organisms 
by transferring genes between and 
within different living things. 

Last year, the New South Wales and 
Victorian Governments agreed to lift 
a ban on the commercial production 
of GM canola crops. They argue that 
the decision will deliver significant 
environmental and financial gains for 
the farming industry, but consumer 
groups and anti-GM advocates are 
not convinced. 

“The health risks so far are 
unknown,” Greenpeace campaign 
spokesperson Michelle Sheather said. 
“There are no studies on humans 
but the studies conducted on rats 
have shown early indicators that 
there are health problems due to 
stunted growth or increased sizes of 
internal organs.” 

Scientists have also expressed 
concerns about the risk of cross-
pollination. This is because, once 
the canola crops are harvested, it 
will be difficult to retain two separate 
streams in terms of transportation 
and storage. 

Labelling loopholes
Greenpeace estimates that GM 

canola currently makes up less than 

one percent of crops in New South 
Wales and Victoria, but the group 
is concerned about the risk of cross-
pollination and contamination of 
conventional canola crops.

“There’s only a very small amount 
of GM crops right now, but there’s 
a danger because canola pollinates 
so readily,” Greenpeace’s Michelle 
Sheather said. “Once the amount 
of GM canola increases, it will be 
impossible to contain.”

Canola is used in a wide range of 
food products including breakfast 
cereals, bread, oil and margarine. But 
under existing labelling laws, highly 
refined products such as sugar or oil 
are exempt from being labelled as 
genetically modified.

“When a GM ingredient is highly 
refined, it doesn’t have any detectable 
GM protein,” CHOICE senior food 
policy officer Clare Hughes said. “And 
that’s one of the major loopholes in 
the current labelling laws. This means 
products with those highly refined 
ingredients don’t have to be labelled 
as GM.”

Ms Hughes thinks consumers who 
are concerned about GM foods should 
be given the choice to avoid products 
that contain ingredients derived 
from GM, regardless of whether 
its presence can be detected in the 
final product.



Jane Barton

With over 2000 people attending Blockside 
Story 2008 over 3 nights, the phenomena of 
Gathering Ground can only be described as a 
resounding success. 

“Input from young people tripled, the 
audience was massive and the response 
from the non-Indigenous audience was 
really positive,” said Lily Shearer, Project 
Co-ordinator and Cultural Development 
officer at the Redfern Community Centre.

In the lead-up professional artists worked 
with young people from Redfern/Waterloo to 
develop skills in aerial, hip hop, stilt walking, 
fashion and performance. As night fell the 
audience gathered at the top of Eveleigh 
Street, greeted by MCs, a projection on the 

wall of the Aboriginal Housing Corporation 
and a huge blow-up heart that read: “I love 
the Block.” With fires lit and a frisson of 
excitement in the air, the crowd began to 
move, down through the heart of the Block, 
the site of so much history of resistance.

A smoking ceremony and welcome to 
country by Uncle Max set the scene. Brilliant 
short film pieces, projected onto the crumbling 
walls recreated a sense of the old timers as did 
stories of sites and a quick Dharug language 
lesson. At Mundine’s Gym a shadow-boxing 
tableau conveyed the energy and resilience 
of the community. Around the corner at the 
basketball courts, young hip hop and spoken 
word artists told their stories. Giant trees 
and a gecko accompanied the surging crowd 
up Hugo Street to the Redfern Community 
Centre where young women vogued  and 

strutted. The night was capped with an aerial 
display of breathtaking proportions.

The overall feel was of a special 
ceremonial gathering, with the past 
honoured, reconciliation made real and 
the future glimpsed in the young people 
who were involved.

Part performance, part cultural tour, but 
mostly fantastic spectacle, the young stars and 
producers of Gathering Ground have much 
to celebrate and be proud of. Over 60 young 
people, children and elders came together 
over a six-week rehearsal period to produce a 
show that directly challenged the dominant 
stereotypes of the Block. The usual negative 
image was washed away with the stories of the 

Block re-told through dance, film installation, 
aerial performance, language.

This was the second  Blockside event, with 
the first in 2006, and  is the culmination 
of two years of planning and partnership 
between PACT Theatre and the RCC that has 
extended into a six-year strategy. 

In 2010 the event will be wholly community 
developed and run. 

Gathering Ground: Blockside Story 2008 

PACT Youth Theatre Community Performance and 

Redfern Community Centre 

Co-Directors: Karen Therese and Fred Copperwaite 

Principle Artists: Wil Jarrett, Legs on the Wall, Erth

Scene from Gathering Ground: Blockside Story 2008   Photo: Ali Blogg  

Alvin Manalo   Photo: Andre Rangiah  

Scott Winter

I watched my three-year-old niece’s 
pupils dilate the other day, after a brief 
temper tantrum, when her mum gave her 
“bed-time milk in a bottle” – this despite 
the fact it wasn’t bed-time and the girl 
had only just demolished her favourite 
pasta dish. A sure indication that we 
humans, especially kids, steer towards 
those milky, starchy carbohydrates, not 
only when we are hungry, but for the sake 
of sheer endorphin-releasing pleasure. 

Comfort food is an increasingly prominent 
concept. Indeed, the term’s increased use in 
the English language is likely in response 
to increasingly stressful living conditions. 
The editors of the Oxford English Dictionary 
added, “comfort food” to the list of 1997 
entries, defining it as “food that comforts or 
affords comfort, hence any food (frequently 
with a high sugar or carbohydrate content) 
that is associated with childhood or with 
home cooking”. That same year Merriam-
Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary added 
“comfort food” to its 10th edition, defining 
it as “food prepared in a traditional style 
having a usually nostalgic or sentimental 
appeal, hence, “Grandma’s cooking!” 

Comfort food may be best thought of as 
any food consumed by individuals, often 
during periods of stress, which evokes positive 
emotions and is associated with significant 
social relationships. Some get together and 
dive into huge tubs of milky ice-cream 
through low periods (much like my niece), 
and those who can’t sleep drink hot milk or 
chocolate to calm the nerves. Nutritionists 
also advise insomniacs to eat white rice before 
bed-time to assist them with the sleep process.

We all know that another way to warm 
the hearts of a particularly meat-loving 

nation is by way of barbecued beef – indeed, 
good for the heart. In Surry Hills the Clock 
Hotel’s head chef, Simon Wise, lives up to 
his surname by adding familiar buzz words 
to his menu – words such as “smooth” 
and “warm”. Char-grilled Beef Sirloin with 
smooth Mash Potato, warm Tomato, Olive 
& Green Bean salsa… Exceptionally good 
and moderately priced too at around $20. 

While you are there, why not also sip 
away at one of the establishment’s delicious, 
time-stopping “Clock-tails”. Sit out on 
a cold balcony, with a fiery passionfruit 
Santosa Smash in your hand. Mid-winter 
nights have never been so good.  

Up the road at the Dolphin Hotel the 
classic Sunday Roast is meant to keep punters 
feeling at home, and still on the subject 
of sirloins, Steerson’s on Lime Street, a 
newcomer to the scene, is fast becoming one 
of Sydney’s most talked about premier beef 
restaurants. [Steerson’s Steakhouse Bridge 
St and Steerson’s Steakhouse Lime St, 
King St Wharf were formerly known 
as Kingsley’s Steakhouses. Kingsley’s 
Australian Steakhouse, King St remains as 
the Original Kingsley’s, established 1994.]

Throughout history and across cultures, 
food has been associated with the provision 
of comfort. Indeed, from the moments 
following birth, the crying infant is soothed 
with mother’s milk or, in more modern 
times, infant formula. Only since the last 
decade of the 20th century, however, has 
the notion of “comfort food” as a unique 
concept become part of the vernacular.

Gathering Ground 
  A resounding success

Saint  
Augustine  
Academy
Redefining rock’n’roll chic

Food – Good for the heart

andre rangiah

Despite its facade of frivolity, the fashion 
industry is a bona-fide business. It produces 
goods that have a monetary value, which 
creates a tension between creativity and 
commerce within the industry. Alvin Manalo, 
co-owner of Saint Augustine Academy 
Clothing, knows commercial pressures only 
too well, opening his first store for the label in 
Surry Hills last month. 

Manalo, unlike designers Marc Jacobs and 
Christopher Bailey, works outside the luxury 
goods world. Like Josh Goot, he is not part of 
the big-brand system but has worked tirelessly 
with business partner Adrian Amores to create 
and launch his own clothing label. 

“Just like the philosophy behind how we 
run the business, we like to approach things 
organically and see where that leads. The store 
definitely has humble beginnings, but our hope 
is that we can build something that represents 
our brand and our aesthetic and bring the label 
in front of a new audience,” Manalo told the 
South Sydney Herald.

“We’ve been concentrating on growth 
overseas and we feel that having the flagship 
store here can help us solidify our place in the 
Australian market.”

Manalo has worked five days a week at the 
label’s headquarters since the brand’s inception 
way back in 2003 and has poured all profits 
straight back into the business to ensure its 
continual expansion. 

He has permanently worked the weekend 
shift at a large department store chain to pay 
the bills – of course this means that the local 
and award-winning designer has not had a day 
off in over five years. 

Like Manalo, the aesthetic of his label is 
zealously independent. The general aesthetic 
of the label is derived from all the different 
facets of Rock, and all its sub-genres.  

It borrows from a diverse pool of 
inspirations. The sleekness of the 60s Mods, the 
darkness of the Goth culture, the geek styling 
of the New Wave movement and the edginess 
of Punk. The label aims to imbue its wearer 
with the confidence and attitude that is Rock 
’n’ Roll.

“I have fun with using fabrics that are not 
conventional on pieces that are known to be 
made of very specific fabrication, while trying 
to make it so that the piece seems familiar and 
not out of place. Some of the favourite things 
I’ve designed include a t-shirt with tuxedo tails 
and motorcycle jacket in tweed.”

Manalo’s collection sticks generally to 
the classics like tweeds, velvet and tartan. 
He additionally trims garments in satin and 
leather for extra punch and individuality, 
placing his pieces in different realms from 
their lesser counterparts.

For next season’s range, which Manalo 
showed at Fashion Week this year, the 
influence was the Jesus and Mary Chain 
record, Psycho Candy. Manalo combined 60s 
silhouettes with the richness of satin, merino 
and mohair in the collection to translate the 

rich guitar reverberations and shoe-gaze sound 
of the album.

With no formal design training Manalo has 
succeeded within an unforgiving industry. 

“Sydney is actually a great place to start 
anything creative. The local boutiques 
are supportive of anyone wanting to start 
something new. As long as you believe in your 

product and there are strong ideas behind it, 
there’s always a place for it here... It’s a pretty 
easy-going community.”

For more information on Saint Augustine Academy visit 

the website at www.saintaugustineacademy.com.au. 

The store is located at 642 Bourke Street, Surry Hills.

Café of the Month is Angelino’s in Waterloo!
The Meriton apartment community really needed a  

wholesome as-good-as-mama-makes pasta and pizza place.  

The area was only surviving on fast-food joints.  

Fantastico Angelino!
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Book Reviews  
by Ben Walker

The Content Makers: Understanding 
the Media in Australia 
Margaret Simons
GLEEBOOKS $34.95

The media in Australia, and 
similarly across the world, is changing 
rapidly. Freelance journalist Margaret 
Simons has been a part of the 
Australian media for 25 years and in 
The Content Makers: Understanding 
the Media in Australia gives an 
overview of some of those changes 
and predictions of what is to come.

The changes in the media are 
also important politically as the 
media has a role in shaping public 
opinion. Therefore, Simons’ analysis 
includes topics on the media in 
democracy. The current government 
legislation and each of the major 
media players are analysed.

Simons contends that while the 
media is changing, there will always 
be a level of stability in content, 
as the demand is there for certain 
key topics that affect people’s 
daily lives. How that content is 
delivered into the future and who 
will continue to be the players in 
the game are yet to be determined.

The Essential Chomsky
Anthony Arnove (ed.)
GLEEBOOKS $35.00

Whilst Noam Chomsky is a much 
touted name in the field of both 
linguistics and politics, I haven’t had 
the chance to explore his writings 
in detail. With someone who has 
been so prolific in publishing over 
the last five decades, it has hard to 
know where to start. Therefore, an 
edited book with excerpts from 
some of Chomsky’s most important 
writings is a good doorway.

The Essential Chomsky, edited by 
Anthony Arnove, covers an unusual 
array of topics. From a critique 
of psychologist B.F. Skinner’s 
behaviourism, to reflections on 
“9/11”, to various linguistic topics 
such as ‘Language and the Brain’. 
Chomsky has been a critic of war 
and the hegemony of the United 
States over the period of his lifetime; 
consequently there are excerpts 
regarding East Timor and Watergate.

Few public intellectuals have had 
the force and influence of Chomsky 
over such a prolonged period of time; 
on such a wide array of issues. The 
Essential Chomsky is a recommended 
entry into the vast mind of Noam 
Chomsky. 

Film Review 
by Lindsay Cohen

Mongol
Director: Sergei Bodrov
Starring: Tadanobu Asano, 
Honglei Sun and real Mongolians 
Genre: Romance (really – 
well, sort of ) 

Mongols have had a pretty bad 
rap historically. It probably has 
something to do with all that raping 
and pillaging. But for all their faults 
(especially the raping and pillaging), 
they were generally a happy-go-lucky 
people who enjoyed throat singing 
and fermented yak’s milk as much 
as the next race, if Mongol is to be 
believed. They were also very good 
at killing, and that is something 
both history and the film agree on.

The best killer, or if you’re 
Mongolian, the greatest fighter, was 
Temudjin, who became Genghis 
Khan, the Oceanic Ruler or Firm, 
Resolute Ruler depending on which 
website you consult. Yet Temudjin 
was as much a lover as a fighter. 

Mongol explores his early years 
and his relationship with Borte, 
the wife he selected when he was 
nine years old, his motivation 
for revenge, and his inspiration 
to unite the Mongol clans.

In Mongol, the adult Temudjin is 
played broodingly and convincingly 
by Tadanobu Asano. Described as 
a cross between Johnny Depp and 
Toshiro Mifune (not by me, I don’t 
know who Toshiro Mifune is but he’s 

very big in Japan) the convincing part 
comes about because Asano speaks 
Mongolian in the film (probably, but 
honestly, how would I know?), rather 
than Japanese in a Mongolian accent, 
which wouldn’t work at all. Indeed, 
the Chinese Honglei Sun, who is very 
good as Temudjin’s blood brother, also 
speaks Mongolian (probably) instead 
of Chinese with a Mongolian accent. 

The only thing I know for sure 
is that the Mongolian support 
cast are speaking excellent 
Mongolian and the only thing more 
impressive and authentic than their 
language skills is the Mongolian 
scenery which is stunning. 

Rating: Full-price admission, 
one choc top, large popcorn, 
medium coke and a warm glass 
of fermented yak’s milk.

Music Review 
by Lee Conley

Volume 1
Mahalia Barnes & the Soul Mates

Mahalia Barnes wears the 
indicators of soul like a badge. It’s in 
the self-assured title (Volume 1?) and 
her soft-focus eyes on the cover. If 
we’re confused, it’s further declared 
in the Aretha Franklin record 
cover photo under the disc. Her 
“soul mates” include blues maestro 
Diesel, nu soul diva Jade MacRae, 
soul diva Tina Harrod, Lachlan 
and Clayton Doley on piano and 
Hammond, drummer Dave Hibbard 
and a stand-out arranger in the late 
Jackie Orszaczky on ‘Wasted’.

Mahalia fleshes out her 
compositions with tributes – 
including Fogerty’s ‘Proud Mary’ 
– replete with Ike and Tina down-
tempo start and rabble-rousing 

finish – a staple in her live shows. 
The bombastic gospel of ‘You 

Are My Sunshine’ is almost pulled 
back into velvety restraint by Mr 
Percival’s guest vocal but rolls 
headlong into an hysterical Blues 
Brothers chorus rave. Similarly, 
the audacious ‘Steppin’ In Her I. 
Miller Shoes’ flounders searching 
for the desperation of Betty Davis.

Songs like ‘Good Friend’ are 
mawkish: “No need to explain, 
cause I don’t mind/ It’s all the same 
to me, you don’t have to lie/ Too 
much of a good friend to be a full 
time lover/ too much in common 
for us to be only friends...”

It’s hard to imagine Aretha 
proclaiming the joys of a fuck buddy, 
or Jimmy Johnson hitting those 
distorted rock ’n roll power chords. 
Sure, it’s a contemporary spin on soul 
and its derivatives, but the upfront 
mix and auto-didactic reverence 
for tradition strip it of eroticism 
and finesse. It aims to be ‘Chain Of 
Fools’, but the lack of sophistication 
in lyrical content and vocal delivery 
obscures Barnes’ vulnerability. 

There are redeeming moments. 
The opening Bettye Crutcher track 
has a steely sparkle that embraces the 
album’s 60s aspirations, followed by 
the stand-out original  ‘It’s A Shame’ 
(a collaboration with Jade) – using the 
love-done-me-wrong angle  – “It’s 
a shame that you gotta be down on 
me,/ It could be easy but you gotta 
be down on me,/ Can’t you see that 
I’m right where I wanna be...?” – 
blues repetition mimicked nicely by 
Motown drive and backing vocals.

This outing may peg out 
territory for Barnes in the Aussie 
soul landscape, but it’s the details 
that smudge those fine lines into 
classic soul. And it will take more 
than a rearrangement of the 
elements in Volume 2 to conjure 
the feeling that somehow these 
songs could be a matter of life 
and death, sex or rejection.

The Reviews

Resource Performance Workshops
Private Coaching Acting Workshops

 Jane E Seymour  
Actor & Acting Tutor

MA,unsw;BADA,uk; ARTTS Inter.,uk

 
• Shakespeare • Audition & Call-Backs • HSC

9799 2002 
janeeseymour@bigpond.com www.rpworkshops.com.au

Youth  
 Group

Sydney four-piece youth Group 

have releaSed their fourth album 

the niGht iS ourS
the hiGhly anticipated album followS on from their top 

ten aria-award winninG album caSino twiliGht doGS

See them performinG a Set of SonGS from their  

new album in an intimate theatre SettinG

the vanGuard (42 KinG St newtown) 

July 30 & 31
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andreW colliS

Singer-songwriter Laura Jean 
took time out from rehearsals 
and travel plans to answer a few 
questions. Laura Jean is touring 
with Grand Salvo in July. 

Your new record Eden Land 
has met with critical acclaim. 
Has this been surprising/
gratifying – for what reasons?

Both surprising and gratifying. I 
was surprised because Eden Land is 
really different to my first album, more 
abstract and sparse. I was expecting 
people not to get it, for the subtleties 
to be missed and then forgotten. 
Thankfully some writers really did 
get it, beyond my wildest hopes. I 
was so honoured and pleased. 

What have audience responses 
been like to the new material?

People seem to really enjoy the new 
songs live, which is a relief. It helps 
that I play them with my incredible 
band, The Eden Land Band. They 

are a unique and dynamic group of 
musicians, most of them composers 
and writers themselves which 
brings much sophistication to their 
interpretation of the songs. Our line 
up includes clarinet, harmonium, 
piano, guitars, drums, bass, bells, etc. 

 
Have you been discerning anything 
new in the songs as you’ve been 
performing them live?

I have realised the songs for Eden 
Land are not mine but just a natural 
occurence, and I hosted them into 
the world. They are inspired by events 
in my life but also unseen worlds 
that I am not consciously aware of.

Are you touring with the same 
players  as those on the record?

Yes, usually. Sadly our clarinet 
player cannot make it on this little 
NSW tour we are doing, but we are re 
interpreting the songs with our piano/
harmonium player Zoe Jackson.

You’re touring with Grand Salvo 
as support – an act you admire?

We are co-headlining this tour with 
Paddy Mann, aka Grand Salvo. He is 
one of my favourite songwriters, and 
a very good friend. His latest album, 
Death, is a brilliant work. Our support 
act/s each night are all members of our 
own bands doing their solo projects. 

Living/working in Melbourne, 
what would you say are the 
most positive aspects?

I grew up on the Central Coast 
of NSW and moved to Melbourne 
when I was 19 due to the reputation 
of the independent music scene. I 
have never regretted it. The amount 
of incredible music happening 
down here is mind blowing. It’s 
inspiring to be surrounded by people 
like The Drones, Ned Collette, 
Luluc, Jen Cloher, Pikelet, Kes, 
etc. I could go on for pages. I urge 
people to visit and patronise the 
local Melbourne scene so you can 
understand what I’m talking about.

Have you written new songs since 
completing Eden Land? Do you write 
whilst on tour? Does the writing 
require a different kind of space/time?

Yes, I have almost finished another 
album. Songs come whenever they 
want, really. I feel like I can’t control it, 
it’s not totally up to me. I would like 
to try and sit down and write eight 
hours a day just to see what happens 
in the future, but right now I just let 
them come naturally. I haven’t toured 
much in the past so am not sure about 
writing on the road. Will let you know! 

The tour dates are: 

July 3rd – The Clarendon, Katoomba NSW with 

special guest Light Music Club (VIC) 

July 4th – The Harp, Tempe NSW with special 

guest Oliver Mann (VIC) 

July 5th – The Music Farmers Warehouse, 

Wollongong NSW at 1pm – INSTORE 

July 6th – The Front Gallery, Lyneham ACT with 

special guest Luluc (VIC)  

www.laura-jean.com 

www.myspace.com/edenland

linda daniele

Decked out in a full frog-suit, 
with waterproof camera at the 
ready and about to leap into a 
lap-pool with a group of exercising 
horses, Annie Kennedy wondered 
if this was what other artists 
did in pursuit of their art.

It was three years ago and the 
local artist was completing her 
studies at the National Art School.

“I had read an article in the 
paper about the levels of suicide 
among Australian men,” she recalls 
of her inspiration for the work. 
“The figures were shocking.”

Annie says an idea will “seize” 
her, triggered perhaps by a 
newspaper article or radio report. 
“Then it germinates. I find I 
want to make it bigger,” she says. 
“I thought about horses, a strong 
and masculine animal with their 

muscles and sinews, yet with 
enormous vulnerability. There 
was the link between horses and 
our rural community too, where 
suicide levels were so high.”

Which brings us back to that 
horse lap-pool. Annie combined 
film, audio and photos of the 
horses she had visited to create an 
installation entitled Fugitive Pieces. 
Film footage of the horses had them 
suspended in water, the sounds of 
their breathing heavy as they swam. 
Large photos of the horses were 
exhibited, each slightly injured or 
hurt, staring the viewer in the eye.

The exhibition was completed 
by a huge pile of plaster-cast 
horse hooves. There were 1095 
horse hooves in total, with Annie 
individually making each one 
as a poignant representation 
of the number of men who 
had taken their lives.

andreW colliS

In 2006 Sarah Blasko released an 
exceptional pop album entitled What 
The Sea Wants, The Sea Will Have. The 
record includes the songs ‘{explain}’, 
‘Planet New Year’, ‘Always On This 
Line’, and ‘Queen Of Apology’. 
Blasko received critical and popular 
acclaim for her fine vocals and finely 
crafted tunes. Her co-writer and 
co-producer on the album (Blasko’s 
previous album also) was local 
musician Robert F Cranny who 
played bass, guitar, piano, mellotron, 
organ, and conducted the strings. 

The first time I met him, by chance 
at the Clarendon Guest House 
in Katoomba, I was surprised to 
realise I was talking with the highly 
regarded “musical mentor” – this guy, 
known to friends as “Bobbo”, seemed 
so down-to-earth, so youthful.

I caught up with him again 
last month for coffee and a South 
Sydney Herald Special at Tripod 
Café in Darlington. We talked 
music (of course), business (Cranny 
has established a record label), and 
football (Will the Wests Tigers 

make the finals this year?)…
A course in television and 

sound production at Charles 
Sturt University, on the back of 
experience as a spotlight operator 
for the high school musical and 
student-editor of a gothic horror 
film, created opportunities for 
artistic and musical endeavours. 
The university band competitions 
played a significant part.

“We were there [in Wagga 
Wagga] two years before Triple J,” 
Robert remembers. “We brought a 
do-it-yourself indie ethic to a scene 
dominated by heavy rock. There 
were all these bands of serious rock 
musicians, with all the heavy metal 
gear: Marshall stacks, Fenders and 
Gibsons. I remember I had a bright 
green Onyx Strat copy,” he laughs.

“We were listening to You Am I, 
Smudge, Crow, the Daisy Grinders. 
Those heavy rockers didn’t like us 
much, or didn’t understand us.”

Uni band line-ups typically 
included Robert on guitar, bass or 
keys with Nicholai Danko on drums 
(yes, a relative of Rick Danko of 
the Band). The two friends wound 
up playing in Canberra-based 

78 Saab, but before that found 
themselves playing support for indie 
rock acts in Wagga. “We played 
the Riverina College Auditorium 
with bands on tour. We played 
support for an early incarnation 
of Youth Group one time.”

Cranny learned early on that he 
enjoyed collaborating with other 
artists. He describes the art of 
writing a song as something like 
completing a puzzle. “It’s about 
contributing a piece that can be 
added to other pieces. I have always 
had bits and pieces,” he explains. 
“I have all these musical scrapbooks.”

“When you write with somebody 
the process makes both of you 
the artist,” he continues. “It’s also 

about refining an initial idea. It’s 
hard work, but really satisfying, and 
sometimes it happens quickly.

“The best songs Sarah and I 
wrote together were like that. 
We started and finished them 
together. ‘Always Worth It’ and 
‘{explain}’ from the last record.”

Robert was introduced to 
Sarah Blasko by his neighbour in 
Newtown who happened to be 
Blasko’s manager at the time. The 
partnership sustained four years 
of solid work, extensive touring 
in Australia and in the US.

“Now, for the first time,” Cranny 
says, “people are approaching me. 
I produced three tracks for Abby 
Dobson’s solo record. I’m working on 

a hip-hop project, too. It’s not that 
different from other pop music. It’s 
story-telling and arrangements.”

One influence on Cranny’s music 
that might surprise is Texan country 
singer Don Williams. “I really admire 
his production, the way he’s gone 
about being a performer and building 
a catalogue,” Cranny says. “It’s 
simple – bass, drums, guitar, some 
notes on piano – but you can learn 
a lot from how he arranges things.”

This year Cranny has moved 
into the record business with Sarah 
Kelly of theredsunband. They have 
established Enchanted Recordings, a 
label through which theredsunband’s 
new album The Shiralee has just been 
released. Cranny is positive about the 
venture, in spite of dour warnings 
of the industry’s demise. “People 
need new music,” he says. “Providing 
new music to people is important 
and we’re just a small label – we 
can adapt to changes. Obviously, 
it’s great to have a band like 
theredsunband that owns its master 
recording and has so much support. 
People want to see them do well.”

Responding to the beep of his 
mobile phone, Robert says that now 
he’s in business he needs to be at 
the ready should any crisis require 
his attention. “Actually, that was a 
mate of mine,” he smiles. “There’s 
a rugby league trivia night at the 
Golden Barley on Saturday, and 
everyone wants me on their table.”

Musical scrapbooks 
and collaborations

Laura Jean brings 
Eden Land to Sydney

Public space for 
art and thought
Artist Profile: Annie Kennedy

Robert F Cranny   Photo: Jack Carnegie  

continued on page 10
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The Kahn Brothers have been on 
the road playing gigs along the east 
coast to launch their debut album 
Love Melts Fear. They played to a 
Sydney audience at The Vanguard 
on Wednesday June 25. The Kahn 
Brothers, Nadav and Edo, made 
up one half of rock outfit Gelbison 
but have now set out as a duo, with 
many Australian artists making guest 
appearances on the record. 

“They are all supreme musicians,” 
Nadav says, pooling together 
musicians such as Sarah Blasko and 
Jessica Chapnik on vocals, Hamish 
Stuart on Drums ( Jackie Orszaczky, 
Old Man River) and Oliver Smith on 
bass. Their single ‘Open’ is one of the 
many uplifting tracks on the record. 
The film clip features the two of 
them on scooters riding through the 
streets of LA in an unusual get up. 
“It felt like the song needed motion,” 
Edo says. Part of the clip was filmed 
at the Hollywood Bowl which was 
completely empty much to Edo and 
Nadav’s surprise. The video was made 

on a one-hundred-dollar budget. 
“We went to the second-hand 

store and all we could find were these 
orange prison suits. So we decided 
we’d break out of jail to get to our gig 
at the Hollywood Bowl,” says Edo. 
“That was the only plan we had,” 
adds Nadav. 

You can’t help but smile along 
with them when the two play their 
heartfelt music. There is an important 
message in each of the sentimental 
songs. The track, ‘Lord, Lord, Lord’ 
was inspired by the early Bob 
Marley song ‘Mellow Mood’ with its 
lyrics“play your favourite song, we 
can rock it all night long”. Edo says 
his song is about when you’re feeling 
a bit down and you need an uplifting 
spirit. “People asked if the word Lord 
has any connotations but it doesn’t, 
it’s just one name to describe the 
energy which is love, which helps us 
connect,” says Edo. 

Love Melts Fear, mixed in Jimi Hendrix’s 

Electric Lady Studio in New York, is an 

independent release from the Kahn Brothers 

out now through Inertia.

SSh

The League of Shadows is an 
inter-dimensional shadow puppetry 
extravaganza presented by a locally 
based independent artists’ collective 
currently known by the name Team 
Awesome!

The collective hopes to reach out 
to young and old alike, by building 
something hybrid and unique  – 
incorporating filmic techniques into 
traditional shadow puppetry. 

Following your average work-a-
day nuclear cataclysm, the silhouetted 
survivors of a ruined earth wake up 
one day in the Darklands, where their 
phantom shadows have inherited the 
earth. From here on in, we chronicle 
the life and times of mad scientist 

Doctor Mulvatron and his shadow 
friends as they battle giants, zombie 
mutants, gallstones and tangent 
universes, all whilst coming to terms 
with the Doctor’s latest invention, 
the Dirty Bomb, who defecates and 
vomits on the slightest whim, even 
when attending tea parties at the end 
of the world.

The League of Shadows features an 
original script, original artwork and 
soundtrack and our very own home-
baked puppets. 

Support young local artists and come along to 

the Don’t Look Gallery at 419 New Canterbury 

Road, Dulwich Hill, 8pm Thurs-Sun nights 

24th-27th July.  ONLY $5  

Bookings 0401 504 800 or dash@

leagueofshadow.com.au  

www.leagueofshadows.com.au

“I’m quite figurative,” she 
explains. “I tend to use animals 
and people in my work and explore 
strong emotional territory.”

People were certainly the focus 
of Annie’s more recently completed 
project, the film Erskineville 
Stories. It tells the stories of 
10 residents who have lived in 
Erskineville since the 1920s and 
was screened as a free Moonlight 
Cinema event in March this year. 

Annie says the screening was 
a great community art event, an 

example of locals engaging strongly 
with and supporting a public art 
event. With her strong focus on 
public art projects, Annie says there 
is a responsibility to create space for 
people to “slow down consciousness” 
and think about things.

 “You can’t beat people over 
the head with ideas,” she says. 
“Installations have a certain life 
and then they’re gone. They’re 
an experience that is given to the 
viewer that activates something 
in them. I like to present things 
in a way that is aesthetically 

intelligent and leave it up to 
the viewer to make sense of.”

Reflecting on the meaning 
she sees in her own work, Annie 
says: “I create monuments. 
They’re remembering something, 
taking notice somehow. They 
are saying: ‘Slow down for 
a moment. Pay attention 
to this, it’s important.’”

Annie’s latest art projects 
include something new for 
the Erskineville community. 
Stay tuned for more information 
towards the end of the year.
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ACROSS
1 Aspects of humanity in rhyme with ‘why sand hurt you’  (4,3,6)

10 Corrupt immortal forsakes its inner soul  (7)

11 One of three lofty poets rising high o’er Redfern  (7)

12 The place where we start off  (4)

13 Squalor turns up in nightlife  (5)

14 Worthless 13 across or the substance of 5 down life?  (4)

17 Any time implies convenience  (7)

18 Originally a diamond shaped medicinal lolly  (7)

19 Of acted scenarios  (2,5)

22 Easily manipulated politicians initially bail up the French  (7)

24 Reckless outbreak  (4)

25 Feel really oddly wild  (5)

26 Regrettably toss unfinished salad  (4)

29 Moonies used to be annoying  (7)

30 Mocking bird call after tea  (7)

31 Flaws found in perfectionism  (13)

DOWN
2 1999’ers head east to bathe  (7)

3 Learning has merit  (4)

4 Sinfully beheaded in order to cancel  (7)

5 Like plants, get swallowed by veal  (7)

6 Draw the line  (4)

7 Idealistic to cast out pain  (7)

8 Grading thrown into disarray for an unequivocal distinction  (5,3,5)

9 Understand these games get complicated  (3,3,6)

15 To black as is snow to white  (5)

16 Lifeless formation of stoned Zodiac  (5)

20 The likes of Mussolini’s regime arise if scams go unchecked  (7)

21 The singular person and none other (unless one has an elf)  (7)

22 Polymorphic polymer replacing cat’s lip  (7)

23 Taurus and Leo collide into precious metal hoard  (7)

27 Traditional wisdom declared law!  (4)

28 Hailed for transport at about eleven  (4)

South Sydney Crossword
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Last month’s solution

Crossword by D.P.

First correct entry received by  
July 31 will win a mystery prize. 
Send completed puzzle to: South 
Sydney Crossword PO Box 2360 
Strawberry Hills NSW 2012.

Shadowy world 
of puppets

Artist Profile: Annie Kennedy

Uplifting brotherly love

ALBUM OUT 
AUGUST 2008

THE PET ROCKS WAYWARD WAYS

10 original songs of hope, humour, cynicism 
and scope played with spirit and style.

continued from page 9
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John August

There’s a battle in Kings Cross over 
late night trading. Is Kings Cross “satu-
rated”? Some claim there’s too much 
late night trading – the more pubs, the 
more problems. They claim venues send 
buses to different early closing pubs to 
bring people in. Is this “pumping up” 
the patronage?

Michael Gormly, a graphic designer and 
community activist, points to advantages 
in saturation like reduced car travel, quick 
police response times and a concentration 
of ancillary services.

Then there is the battle over the present 
and the past. Michael Gormly says: 
“While some things like broken glass 
need to be managed, things have not 
gotten dramatically worse over the last 
few years. Decades ago there was drunken 

behaviour and there still is. The Cross has 
never stopped being an issue. But it’s one 
of Sydney’s safety valves. What goes on 
around the Cross is misunderstood and 
overstated. I suspect that police have 
concentrated on drug crimes to beef up 
the statistics, which has the side effect of 
directing people towards alcohol.” 

Hugh Cox, Rector of St John’s Anglican 
Church, has a different view: “At a meet-
ing about a year and a half ago, the then 

local head of Police said the biggest prob-
lem was not mental illness or drug abuse, 
but rather alcohol-related violence. I see 
it often. People from Oxford Street walk 
down Forbes Street towards William Street 
at 2am and 3am on Friday and Saturday 
nights – urinating, vomiting, yelling and 
they’re frequently violent.”

Steve and Jane Thompson have run 
the Fire Station News agency for the last 
20 years. Steve says: “It’s definitely got 
worse over the last few years, but not 
dramatically worse. In fact it was really 
bad 20 years ago, got better, and then only 
became worse recently. 20 years ago the 
drug addicts were sometimes violent – 
these days, they’re managed differently 

and aren’t a problem. But now we have 
intoxicated women, who vomit over the 
counter and try to shoplift. At around 
3am when the taxis change over, they ‘go 
ballistic’ when the few around don’t stop. 
It’s the result of more and later trading 
without any compensating  transport.” 

Nobody really talks about noise from 
venues – rather it’s people making noise 
on the streets or even queuing in front of 
nightclubs. Affie Adagio, a local resident, 
sees this as something they do just to 
inflate their popularity, with such queues 
a breeding ground for abusive behaviour 
and violence.  

But, he suggests, if we had more space 
for people in venues at the Cross, we’d 
have fewer people in the streets. Need-
less to say, venues want extra people to 
fill their increasing collective capacity. 
Melbourne’s approach of letting people 
into venues only before 2am (they can 
stay inside, but can’t re-enter a venue 
or change venues after leaving) would 
reduce people on the street. 

Affie did, however, manage to negotiate 
some improvement. “I attended a meeting 
at the Liquor Licensing Board with 15 
people. The local venues claimed ‘their’ 
patrons were not to blame for the groups 
of people gathering outside of our block 
of units – who swore and were generally 
loud around 2 and 3am – not pleasant, 
particularly when my grandchildren stay 
over. Then we told them we’d seen these 
people come out of the same local venues, 
and they had to admit their responsibility. 
At least the Empire Hotel on Darlinghurst 
Road now maintains security to stop peo-
ple from collecting outside our unit. Not 
all security staff are as conscientious.”

What’s it all mean?  For the most part, 
patrons come in from outside. Most are 
well behaved. But, who has the greater say 
on what happens in the area – business or 
residents? Residents buying into a certain 
environment might fairly have some right 
to maintain what they’ve bought into. 
Others point out you shouldn’t move into 
Kings Cross for a quiet life. And so the 
argument continues. Should Kings Cross 
be a “safety valve” for the city? If so, 
who’s paying? And who’s benefiting? 

Kings Cross cultures
Steve Thompson in his Kings Cross newsagency   Photo: Ali Blogg

News cont’d

Reem Al-Gharabally 

Blink and you could miss the 
heritage-listed Yiu Ming Temple in 
Alexandria. Shadowed by the giant 
construction site next door, the green-
tiled roof of the entrance is almost 
obscured by the temporary fencing 
that blocks the road to its gate. Access 
to the Temple grounds is now a narrow 
strip of footpath. 

The crack which appeared in one 
of the Temple buildings – which 
Temple trustees say is directly related 
to the building work – has still not been 

repaired, although the access road built 
by the developers on Temple property 
for the purpose of fixing the crack is 
still being used. The elderly residents 
who were evacuated have not been 
able to return. 

“The least they [the developers] can 
do is to put the fence back and stop 
using our land – the trustees are very 
annoyed about that. They were given 
access to that road for the purpose of 
fixing the damage,” says Henry Tsang, 
honorary president of the Yiu Ming 
Hung Fook Tong Society that oversees 
the Temple affairs. “The elderly still have 
hope to return to their homes because 

they want to live in their community and 
the community has been broken up.”

“The developer is passing the respon-
sibility to the insurance company, but 
the insurance company is caught up in 
bigger claims,” MrTsang said. In April a 
water main burst on Botany Road, which 
resulted in closure of the road for seven 
weeks and affected local businesses, 
including the Iron Duke Hotel which 
still has not re-opened.

The developers declined to com-
ment beyond saying: “The work is in 
the hands of the insurance company 
which is dealing with the Chinese 
society directly.”

Temple trustees frustrated
Temple trustees with Cr John McInerney at fence in front of access road between Temple and development site   Photo: Andrew Collis

SSH

When our photo was taken, the St 
Vincent de Paul food vans for homeless 
people, which are normally at the foot 
of St Mary’s Cathedral and in Martin 
Place, were nowhere to be seen. The Just 
Enough Faith vans were several blocks 
below the Cathedral.

According to a Channel 9 News report, 
these vans have been instructed to re-
locate their operations during the five-day 
Catholic festival, which runs from July 
15-20, when a large number of pilgrims 
are likely to gather around the Cathedral 
and in Martin Place. 

St Vincent de Paul’s night patrol 
president, Brett Avery, said to Channel 9 
that World Youth Day could shape up to 
be a disappointment for some people. The 
next best location available to the charity 
up to 1.5 kilometres away in Clarence St, 

Mr Avery said he is worried some of the 
homeless will think they are simply being 
moved on by festival organisers. 

Just Enough Faith operations manager 
Ian MacGregor told Channel 9 News that 
they had not yet found an alternative loca-
tion to run their food van, which is used 
to deliver 250-350 hot meals per night for 
the homeless. 

A spokeswoman for the World Youth 
Day Coordination Authority said there was 
no other option but to move the mobile 
food services which were located in the 
festival’s key event areas and pilgrim 
walking routes. 

“The authority supports the NSW 
State Government Protocol for homeless 
people in public places. These mobile 
food services do a great job in helping 
homeless people and we will continue to 
work closely with the City of Sydney to 
find suitable alternative locations in the 
CBD,” she said. 

Where will all the food vans 
be during World youth Day?

Food vans in Woolloomooloo   Photo: Ali Blogg
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Linda Daniele

Arthur Haines was a 13-year-old boy 
on school holidays, looking forward 
to a day at the Easter Show, when he 
stayed at a friend’s house in Walker 
Street, Waterloo. “It was Good Friday,” 
says Arthur’s mother Julianne Szabo, 
10 years on from the teenager’s tragic 
death. “The boys were going to the 
Easter Show the next day. They wanted 
to get an early start.” 

Arthur was sleeping in a room in a 
three-storey terrace, when a molotov 
cocktail crashed through a kitchen back 
door. Within minutes the whole house 
was ablaze and Arthur was trapped in a 
top bedroom. 

Arthur eventually got out of his home 
but died in hospital from his injuries 11 
weeks later. “He would have woken in a 
daze and then made his way down. He 
came out with no protection, wearing 
only his favourite blue denim jeans,” 
says Ms Szabo.

Arthur’s young life was cut short 
senselessly, killed in a feud between 
neighbours that spread until it divided 
the entire street. 

The Coroner’s Court inquest in 2001 
into Arthur’s death heard that the feud 
in Walker Street began between Janine 
Masuda, the owner of the house Arthur 
was staying at, and her neighbour Fay 
Dwyer. It allegedly spread to Mrs Dwyer’s 
sons and daughter Sharon and her de 
facto husband Greg Walker, who lived 
down the road and others who lived on 
or regularly visited the street. 

But when residents and visitors to 
Walker Street were summonsed to explain 
the firebomb at the inquest, most chose 
not to name names. A $100,000 reward 
has been offered since 2000 for informa-
tion leading to an arrest and conviction 
for those responsible for deliberately 
starting the fire in Walker Street.

Police re-examined the Walker Street 
case four years ago in a bid to identify 
new witnesses, without any new out-
comes. Detective Acting Inspector Steven 

Trevitt said then that investigations had 
been unsuccessful, with “several mem-
bers of the local community reluctant to 
provide information”. Homicide detectives 
and Redfern Police re-interviewed several 
residents of Walker Street and calls were 
renewed for anyone with information to 
come forward. 

Ms Szabo renews those calls today. 
“We haven’t found the people respon-
sible. I will never give up hope that we 
do,” she says, “So my son and I can 
have peace.”

A 10-year memorial was held for 
Arthur Haines, at the site of his memorial 
tree, an Illawarra Flame Tree, and plaque 
in Tobruk Reserve in Waterloo on June 
29. “Arthur was my ray of sunshine,” says 
Ms Szabo of her only child.

Arthur’s murder remains unsolved. 

Anyone with information is urged to 

come forward. All information will be 

treated as confidential and can be given 

at any police station or by phoning 

Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000. 

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

World Refugee Week was launched 
in style at the Customs House Library 
in mid June.

It began with the gentle and pro-
found music and singing of Mahesh 
Radhakrishnan, an Indian-Australian 
student from Macquarie University. He 
sang about the Mother Goddess who 
is the “remover of obstacles”. When 
Mahesh sang again later, he at one point 
paused within his song to acknowledge 
the original Indigenous owners of this 
land. It was a timely reminder that, other 
than the Aboriginal people, all of us are 
immigrants or refugees who have come 
into the land of another people.

Paul Power, the CEO of the Refugee 
Council of Australia pointed out that 
Australia has received more than 700,000 
refugees since 1945. He suggested that 
many Australians don’t really understand 
the significance of refugee migration, the 
contribution that it has made to the life of 
our nation and the way it has the capacity 
to change, rebuild and save lives. He said 
that many of the present policies need 
changing to take account of the fact that 
there is no opportunity for most refugees 
to return to their country of origin. In 
his experience, refugees make great 
citizens – studying, working hard for 
their families and adding to community 
life – all of which he considered to be 
great “Australian values”. 

He thanked a number of sponsors, 
including the City of Sydney, for their 
support for the 130 events which would 
take place around the country in relation 

to Refugee Week.
Penny Biggins, the MC for the launch, 

then introduced Sher Mu La Wee, a young 
refugee woman from the Karen people of 
Burma. She told the riveting story of her 
life as she and her family fled the guns 
and burning of the Burmese forces. This 
was a young woman who really had no 
childhood, other than running from place 
to place in the darkness of the night, 
trying to hide and to survive with noth-
ing but the clothes on her back. All she 
knew was death and fear and eventually 
separation from her parents as they tried 
to get across into Thailand. The rule was 
“Don’t cry, don’t complain, be tough”.

Finally she and her little brother, still 
both children, found their way across 
the border and managed to get into a 
UN Refugee camp holding 40,000 people. 
She was determined to get an education, 
but you had to find a way of paying. She 
worked for a year, to earn the $30 fee 
for a year’s eduction. After that year she 
was sponsored for years five to ten in her 
schooling. She then became a teacher 
herself, in the camp, earning $15 a month 
which supported herself and her little 
brother who was always ill. They had to 
walk 30-60 minutes to have a bath. Her 
rule for herself was to “cry a lot, but try 
hard and never give up”. She spent 12 
years in the Refugee Camp and became 
an interpreter for others.

In 2006 she was successful in applying 
to come to Australia. She had never seen 
a plane before and was amazed to find a 
multicultural country when she arrived. It 
was hard to find housing for herself and 
her brother, but she made it. Her dream 
was seeing herself in a graduation gown 

and becoming a voice for her people. She 
is moving towards fulfilling that dream 
and hopes to build a school for Karen 
people in a refugee camp. 

She will have the first celebration ever 
of her birthday next year with a barbie! 
Maybe we should all celebrate the life 
of such a brave and remarkable young 
woman. If anyone ever has doubts about 
what refugees like her have to offer, then 
they should listen to her story.

The next refugee to speak was Les 
Murray, the well-known sporting com-
mentator. My guess is that few of us 
know him as a refugee! His father was 
one of the rebels who opposed the Soviet 
occupation of Hungary, and when the 
tanks rolled in to suppress such people, 
decided that he and his family – wife and 
three sons – must try to flee across the 
border into Austria. 

One dark night, the family left every-
thing behind for a “journey of no return” 
as they headed for the Austrian border. 
They spent six months in a refugee camp 
and then gained entry into Australia. 
Les said that the hardest part was not 
knowing where home would be. 

He suggested that, contrary to mythol-
ogy, refugees are not a burden on the 
receiving country. They are so determined 
to make a success of things and really 
find a home that they work harder, create 
wealth both commercially and socially 
and want to give back to the country that 
has welcomed them. 

Les pointed out that when the 
Minister for Immigration in the Howard 
Government suggested that refugees 
from the Sudan do not integrate well into 
Australian society, he could have told the 
Minister that the four African-Australian 
members selected by FIFA for the Joeys 
might well win us the World Cup.

When he considers refugees wanting to 
come to Australia, Frank Lowy says “Let 
them in and let them live next door to 
me!” Les Murray says the same.

The NSW Minister for Sport and 
Recreation, Graham West announced 
funding resources and the Congolese 
Hip Hop Group, Magic Squad ended the 
event on a high note.

Support refugee work around the world 

Send donations to: 

Australia for United Nations High 

Commission for Refugees 

PO Box Q428  

Sydney NSW 1230 

Phone 1300 361 288 

or via Website: www.unhcr.org.au 

Deductions above $2 are tax deductible

News

Mother’s tribute to her “ray of sunshine”

Delivering better services 
and infrastructure in Heffron
The Iemma Government’s third budget will 
deliver better roads, new health services 
and more affordable housing for the 
Heffron electorate.

This 2008-09 NSW Budget will fund major 
works in Heffron, including:

$4.65 million to establish a Redfern Waterloo Community  �
Health Centre to provide better access to community-based 
health services; 

$11.7m in road and traffic improvements, including  �
$1.2m to upgrade Endeavour Bridge over Cooks River 
on General Holmes Drive;

$3.7m for public works at Redfern-Waterloo, including  �
construction of the Everleigh pedestrian link; 

$6.86m to continue work on affordable rental housing  �
in Green Square;

$28.6m to build 106 new public housing homes and  �
upgrade existing homes;

$200,000 to improve accommodation facilities for people  �
living with a disability;

Over $1m to community organisations in the inner southern  �
suburbs to provide transport assistance to the frail, elderly 
and people living with disabilities; and

$78,000 to continue the work of the Redfern Aboriginal  �
Community Justice Group in addressing local law and 
justice issues. 

Overall, a record $13.9 billion will be invested this year in NSW 
schools, hospitals, roads, transport and other infrastructure.

Spending on vital services will reach a record $47.6 billion 
– funding our nurses and teachers, more police and new 
technology in schools.

Over the next four years, the Iemma Government will fund key 
capital works projects worth almost $57.6 billion.

This is a massive 58 per cent higher than the previous four years.

The Iemma Government’s good economic management means 
more can be invested to deliver better services and new 
infrastructure in Heffron.

Kristina 
Keneally MP
MEMBER
FOR HEFFRON

ADVERTISEMENT

Kristina Keneally MP 
Member for Heffron 
Shop 117, 747 Botany Road, Rosebery NSW 2018
Phone: (02) 9699 8166 Fax: (02) 9699 8222
Email: kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Launch of World Refugee Week

Faustino Aboka and Sher Mu La Wee   Photo: Sally Hone
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Anna Christie

City of Sydney is one 
of the councils within 
whose boundaries the 

main action of WYD2008 is occur-
ring. The number of projected 
visitors to WYD2008 is projected to 
exceed visitors to the Sydney 2000 
Olympic Games.

Despite this fact, planning for 
environmental impacts has been so 
sketchy as to provoke concerns that 
not only will those impacts be onerous, 
but also that they will not be managed 
in an effective way.

It has been my concern for some 
time that major event environmental 
management has steadily declined 
since its high point at the Sydney 
2000 Olympics. Time after time, I 
have observed event promoters give 
lip service to waste minimisation, 
submitting waste management plans 
to councils along with their Develop-
ment Applications, but failing to follow 
through with action. 

There is every indication that 
WYD2008 is continuing the pattern of 
decline, aided and abetted by the fact 
that this major religious festival has 
been made immune from the usual 
environmental planning procedures 
applicable to other events. This 
is thanks to the World Youth Day 
Act 2006, which prevails over the 
Environmental Planning and Assess-
ment 1979. 

The WYD Coordination Author-
ity’s Applications Manual provides a 
single reference document for seeking 

approval under the World Youth Day 
Act, replacing the community engage-
ment provisions we cling to (which 
are nevertheless also being eroded by 
the present NSW State Government). 
The Applications Manual is a flimsy, 
inadequate framework that has all the 
hallmarks of a poorly thought-through 
cut-and-paste job. But that is not the 
sole concern.

It is the implementation that raises 
even more problems. While some 
laudable promises were made by the 
WYD Coordination Authority, such 
as the printing process for all WYD 
publications is in accordance with 
Environmental Management System 
ISO 140001 Certification, there are 
sure signs that overall environmental 
management is barely functional, let 
alone “best practice”.

For a start, WYD2008 lacks the 
environmental staffing consistent 
with such a huge event. When I tried 
to speak to the Waste, Cleaning and 
Environment Manager I was informed 
she had left and had not been replaced. 
This individual, who had been bur-
dened, unsupported, with a role that 
should have taken many people to 
fulfil, had been on secondment from 
recycling industry leader Visy Closed 
Loop. Now there’s a company with 
every possible corporate motivation 
to ensure maximum recycling, and 
minimum landfill.

Look at the WYD2008 website and 
see many honourable promises about 
respecting the environment. However, 
to make these dreams of low waste, 
low environmental footprint events 
come true, effective environmental 

management plans with transparent 
follow-up are needed.

Successful public places recycling 
needs more than promises to succeed. 
It needs great communication between 
organisers and attendees, and a con-
sistent line of communication between 
all the service providers from cleaners 
to waste facilities. It’s not magic, just 
teamwork and commitment, and some 
good problem solving to overcome the 
many challenges which arise when 
trying to get thousands of people 
to adopt behaviours to reduce their 
environmental footprint.

I t  has been pointed out that 
WYD2008 is not like other events, as 
it is a spiritual and not a commercial 
venture. Understaffed, and probably 
under resourced in other ways, its 
organisational problems have been in 
the news for some time. 

Nevertheless, the people of Sydney 
are justified in demanding that the 
young Catholic pilgrims attending 
WYD2008 comply with similarly high 
standards of environmental behaviours 
as those that we achieved in 2000.

It seems such a terrible civic shame, 
a tragedy really, to see the visible 
advances made during the Olympics 
trampled on, discarded and ignored. 
One wonders, where will this regres-
sion end? 

If you would like to suggest environmental 

issues in South Sydney that need investigation, 

please contact Anna Christie by email:  

environment@annachristie.com.au

S o U T H  S y D N E y  E N V I R o N M E N T

WyD 2008 enviro promises doomed

EDIToRIAL

FAITH
Christians and crosses

The classic debate: art or porn?
Carissa Simons

There have been more hysterical 
soundbites regarding Bill Henson 
photographs than scandals involving the 
NSW Labor Party. 

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd called them 
“absolutely revolting” and “devoid of artistic 
merit”. NSW Premier Morris Iemma said 
that the “offensive and disgusting” images 
“crossed the line”, and child protection 
advocate Hetty Johnston termed them 
“child pornography”. 

Their comments were impressive 
examples of art criticism, considering not 

one of them had actually seen the original 
artworks, much less the exhibition of which 
they were a part. 

Henson’s work, which spans more than 
30 years, has often looked at the transition 
from childhood to adulthood, the cusp 
of sexuality. Since the classical period, 
artists have tried to make sense of this 
change. How a child becomes an adult is 
inexplicably linked with the naked body 
and sexuality. To address one of the most 
profound transitions we undergo in our 
lifetime, without looking at the physical or 
sexual changes that occur is preposterous. 
For art to ignore the issue altogether would 
be a travesty.

Pornography thrives on visual cues such 
as the thrusted hip, the pout, or come-hither 
eyes. In my opinion, none of these cues 
are present in the photos that were taken 
into evidence on May 22. Although, when 
black oblongs are placed over them as 
has happened in the media, they do look 
much worse. The works, which are now 
on display at the Roslyn Oxley9 Gallery by 
appointment, do in some cases deal with 
sexuality – but where they do, they confuse 
rather than titillate. 

For me, the fact that Henson’s latest 
images were seized by police is confounding. 
The definition of child pornography under 
the Crimes Act, “images of children in a 
sexual context”, cannot in any legal sense 
apply to those confiscated. 

Opportunistic lobby groups and 

politicians created the frenzy. Some 
people would be content if art revolved 
solely around picturesque landscapes and 
pretty portraits. But art is not just about 
that. It never has been, nor should it be. 
Art questions the status quo, it subverts 
and confronts beliefs, and exposes us 
to new ways of feeling and thinking. 
Art should make you feel something – 
even if that feeling is outrage or offence. 
More importantly it should make you 
question why it has that effect on you. If 
art is censored, it encourages people not 
to think, not to question their thoughts 
and reactions. 

However, galleries should take more 
care when exhibiting confronting images. 
The Caravaggio defence, whereby works 
depicting contentious images are only for 

the eyes of a limited number of people, 
cannot be applied in this situation. 
The images were displayed on the gallery 
website. Furthermore, the gallery’s 
invitation, which prompted the police 
raid, featured an image of a bare-breasted 
youth. The Roslyn Oxley9 Gallery chose 
which images to display on the internet and 
which to include on the invitation. They 
chose the most contentious and in doing so 
courted the outrage that followed.

There are two comforting outcomes 
from all of this. The system worked. The 
photographs were taken as evidence, 
found not to be child pornography and 
returned to the gallery on June 10. Secondly, 
there has been a public debate about art, 
an issue which rarely enters the public 
consciousness.

Threats. Lies. Bullying. Brutal treatment of those 
with opposing views. News reports from Zimbabwe 
and our own political scandal in NSW this past 

month remind us again of all that weakens and undermines 
democracy in the world.
We cannot take our democratic freedoms for granted. 
Indeed, such freedoms depend on highly responsible vigilance, 
open and transparent political processes, independent legal 
institutions – and media.

On a positive note, we might pause to acknowledge those 
elected representatives who maintain high standards of service. 
We are fortunate to have many such persons here in our local 
community. Without them it would be so much harder to 
be hopeful.

To the hard-working City of Sydney councillors whose 
terms of office will soon be drawing to a close, thank you 
for what you have given. And to all those standing for 
office at the coming elections, may your aspirations include 
an enduring contract with the community, and may your 
efforts be rewarded.

Dorothy McRae-McMahon

This is a month when most of 
us would be hard-pressed not to 
notice that some Christians are very 
focussed on the cross. So, what do 
they believe about it?

There are two great streams of 
thought about the cross of Jesus Christ 
in the Bible. One is related to the ancient 
practice of sacrifice to the God, or gods, 
of the time and place. This was often 
in response to various calamities which 
the people experienced and interpreted 
as a sign of their having angered their 
God/s. They believed that, if they made 
a sacrifice, usually by burning a child, a 
virgin, a lamb, a pigeon or some other 
living thing (depending on the culture) 
then the God/s would be appeased and 
be kinder to them.

The relationship between the cross 
of Jesus and this stream of belief is that 
the Parent God said, in effect, “Look, I 
will send my Son to be sacrificed and 
then there need be no more sacrifices 
to me. I will always love and forgive 
you. My Son will even suffer and die 
for you.” This understanding of the 
cross is quite strong in the Christian 
faith. Of course, it always invites the 
question about what sort of God lies 
behind this sacrifice. Is it a God who 
demands some sort of suffering and 
sacrifice before love and forgiveness 
can be given? Or is the death of Jesus 
on the cross rather a profound sign of 
the incredible dimensions of the love 
of God for all humankind?

The other great stream of understand-
ing of the cross in the Bible is related 
to the words of Jesus when he said, 
“Come, take up your cross and follow 
me”. He invites his friends to see that 
he lives out a paradigm for all human 
life. This is basically, “Come, walk 
towards the powers and authorities 
which oppress and destroy the people. 
Walk in vulnerability and love, with 
justice and compassion as your goal 
rather than using attack. Paradoxically, 
even though you die doing that, you 
will find risen life lies beyond that 
dying.” Of course, hopefully, most of 
us don’t literally die trying to follow 
in that path, but we do have glimpses 
of a life which is stronger and more 
vivid than anything we could believe 
is possible. There is always a “way of 
the cross” to be walked in human life as 
we face the destructive and disturbing 
things before us, rather than turning 
our backs on them. It is sometimes a 
costly way to live but always the most 
life-giving, in the end.

I don’t think that in either of these 
interpretations of the cross of Jesus 
Christ there is a suggestion that 
Christians are to make suffering some 
sort of end in itself. And maybe those 
who simply sit and worship shining 
crosses in cathedrals or anywhere else, 
may well risk being addressed by the 
God who spoke to the ancient tribes of 
Israel and said “I am sick of your loud 
hymn singing… Let justice roll down 
like waters and righteousness like an 
ever-flowing stream.” Crosses can be 
both seductive and challenging!
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Susannah Palk

“It’s like someone slamming your 
fingers in a car door... constantly,” 
he says.

Peter has suffered chronic pain for 
seven years, after an accident in the 
Police Force caused severe back injury. 
“On a scale of one to 10, my pain is 
always at 10. I accept that, it is never 
going to go away.”

A staggering one in five Australians 
is affected by chronic pain. “It’s a silent 
disease,” says Peter Neilson. “I guess, 
because we look normal, there are 
no wheel chairs or walking sticks. It 
comes across like our pain doesn’t 
bother us.”

Much of this, he says, comes from 
the notion that those in pain should just 
grin and bear it. “There is a perception 
that pain sufferers should be stoic. I 
have had people saying to me, everyone 
has a sore back sometimes, but this is 
different, very different.”

Trying to turn the tide on this wave 
of silence is the Pain Management 
Research Institute. “It is the fifth most 
costly condition in Australia,” says 
Nikki Brown of the Pain Institute. 

“But no one talks about it, mainly 
because it’s so awful.”

Last month, the Pain Institute 
launched its inaugural ‘Windows on 
Pain’ art exhibition, where artists from 
around the country created works 
in response to the feelings of pain. 
But instead of canvases to work on, 
all created their works of art out of 
panes of glass.

“We needed a window of insight 
into the world of pain people are going 
through, hence why they worked 
with glass and the idea of a window 
pane,” she says. “It was a pun on the 
word pain.”

Jan Hynes was one of the artists 
involved. Her work, entitled ‘House 
of Pain’, was a model of a house 
made entirely of glass. “I imagined 
lots of people would create works that 
were painted on glass, I wanted to do 
something different,” she said.

Within her glass house, Jan placed 
sharp shards of glass to represent 
pain. “My piece was a symbol of how 
chronic pain not only affects those who 
suffer from pain, but the family and 
loved ones surrounding them.” 

Jan, who usually works with oil on 
canvas, admits that working with glass 

was a difficult medium. “I haven’t 
ever worked with glass before. It is 
very fragile to work with and only a 
certain number of things can be done 
with glass.”

Jan’s ‘House of pain’ went under the 
hammer at auction and raised $1000 
for the Pain Management Research 
Institute. “I’m please that my piece 
raised so much for such a good cause,” 
she said. 

All up, over $200,000 was raised 
for research into the management of 
pain in children and in adults, which 
organiser Nikki Brown says is pretty 
good for a first go.

“Painting on glass is very graphic, 
it helps people relate to those who 
suffer from chronic pain, to see what 
they are going through,” she says. 
“We will be doing it again next year – 
engage new artists. I hope this is just 
the beginning.”

As a chronic sufferer, Peter Neilson 
found the exhibition overwhelming. 
“It was a very emotional time, from 
a sufferer’s point of view, to see how 
others related to and expressed their 
pain in their own way. I found it very 
personal and heartbreaking. But at the 
same time also very motivating.” 

Barrie McMahon

South Sydney lost another one of its 
community leaders with the untimely 
death of Brenda Maling at Prince 
of Wales Hospital on June 15. She 
succumbed to cancer after a long battle. 
She worked on as the coordinator of the 
Aboriginal Resource Centre (a job she 
had held for 12 years) until a couple of 
weeks before her death.

Brenda Maling's career of community 
service spanned 48 years. She started as 
a child welfare nurse; then night-shift 
mail-sorter (when her children were 
young); then some social work study; 
a cultural development worker for 
Botany Council; a facilitator for South 
Sydney Community Aid; and finally 
the Aboriginal Resource Centre, where 
she managed, among other things, the 
funding of sport Sydney-wide.

Brenda is survived by her children 
(Paula, Keith, Tricia and Belinda), and 
the rest of us, whom she served. Her 
work is done. She is greatly missed. 
She is irreplaceable in any immediate 
sense of the word. She will  be a 
continuing inspiration to those who 
seek to follow.

Brenda’s life was celebrated firstly 
with a funeral service held at St 
Therese Catholic Church at Mascot 
on June 20. The building was packed 
to standing-room only by about 400 
mourners. It was a very ecumenical 
affair. Starting with the immediate family, 
the gathering encompassed extended 
family, ex-family, and Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal friends, neighbours and 
colleagues. The modern Catholic liturgy 
was supplemented with an even-more-
modern silent Power-Point presentation 
of pictures of Brenda with family and 

friends, which ran throughout the service, 
and a more traditional didgeridoo, played 
as part of the eulogies.

The first eulogy was given by her 
brother, Tuna’ Vea Vea. He told of her 
early life in Rockhampton, being born 
in a segregated labour ward,  their home 
had no bathroom. She moved to Sydney,  
married ‘Prof’ John Maling; and lived 
in community at Maroubra (with her 
in-laws), then at Eastlakes.

Daughter Paula gave the next eulogy. 
She told of Brenda’s active mothering,  
like making clothes and cooking cakes 
and canteen duty. Also that Brenda, in 
her time, was a pioneer cheer-leader for 
the Balmain Tigers. The SSCA job was 
not 9 to 5 – much after-hours ‘home’ 
work involved helping desperate people.  
She thought Brenda was most forgiving 
of her rebellious teenage years.

The next eulogy was given by  three 
grandchildren-cousins, Kalkani, Grant 
and Ashton. They told of the predictable, 
but welcome, pyjama Christmas 
presents and her similar consistency in 
watching them play sport. Then there 
was her tolerance in letting them watch 
anything they liked on TV, except for the 
‘bogeyman’.

Young neighbour Danny Bruce told 
of Brenda’s extensive ‘mothering’ in the 
community when he, and her children, 
were young. This is probably where 
the ‘Aunty Bren’ tag came from. Finally 
ex-son-in-law Sean Choolburra played 
his didgeridoo.

After the service, the celebrations 
continued with the burial at Eastern 
Suburbs Memorial Park, Matraville, and 
a wake at the Yarra Bay Sailing Club. 

Tributes to Brenda are invited from 

SSH readers, via letters to the editor, 

for publication in our next edition.

Tanya Plibersek MP

Born on 14 October 1923, Len devoted 
his life to his family and his community. 
He grew up in Surry Hills when it was a 
working-class suburb.

Before World War 2, Len was employed 
as a health inspector at Sydney City Council. 
In 1948 he married Barbara and together 
they raised two lovely daughters, Diane and 
Lesley. Len and Barbara celebrated 60 years 
together in March this year. 

Len had no hesitation in serving his 
country. He enlisted in the Australian 
Military Forces in December 1941 and 
served in New Guinea and Bougainville 
from 1943 to 1946.

After the war Len continued his civic 
duty as a Labor Alderman on Sydney 
City Council. 

Community was important to Len, and 
this was clear through his involvement in 

many organisations, including the South 
Sydney Football Club where he was a life 
member, and in his founding of the South 
Sydney Labor Club on Bourke Street in 
Surry Hills.

Len became the Labor Member for East 
Sydney in a by-election in 1963, after the 
death of Eddie Ward, and continued to 
faithfully serve his constituents until his 
retirement in 1969.

In his inaugural parliamentary speech 
on 5 March 1964, Len Devine spoke 
passionately about many issues affecting 
the constituents in his electorate: poverty, 
education, disabilities and housing. These 
issues still impact on many people in the 
local area today.

In his parliamentary life and outside of 
it, Len always gave a voice to those less 
fortunate. His dedication to his family, 
his community and the Australian Labor 
Party will always be remembered and 
much appreciated.

Windows on pain
To see him walk down the street, you would never think that Peter Neilson, 
a six-foot tall former police officer was suffering from a debilitating illness. 
Yet he, like over 3.2 million people in Australia, suffers from chronic pain.

Vale Len Devine

Vale Brenda Maling
Jan Hinds ‘House of Pain’ and Ibrahim Barssi ‘Beyond’   Photo: Ali Blogg

The closed Surry Hills Labor Club grieves its founder   Photo: Ali Blogg
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BABANA 
Aboriginal Men’s Group  

New members welcome!

BABANA was formed by local Aboriginal men 

in early 2006 to provide Aboriginal men with 

opportunities to network, discuss issues 

affecting local men, meet other Aboriginal 

men’s groups and do projects which benefit 

the Redfern-Waterloo community. 

Please phone Mark Spinks if you would 
like to volunteer with us.

Community members are helping to 
develop a Babana website: www.treocom.

net/babana

Contact: Mark Spinks  

9243 3546

Lesbian, Gay, Queer
& Christian

Claiming our Place, 
Celebrating our Diversity

Pitt Street Uniting Church
264 Pitt Street, Sydney

Sunday July 13, 2.30 pm

On the eve of World Youth Day, GLBT 
people of faith gather in the heart of 
Sydney to offer witness and challenge 

to the Church and to our society.

Speakers: Rev. Dorothy McRae-
McMahon; Michael Bernard Kelly; 
Anthony Venn Brown; David Reeder; 
and a panel of young LGBTQ people 

from various Christian churches.

Moderated by David Marr
Presiding Minister: 
Rev. Andrew Collis

Co-sponsored by Pitt Street Uniting 
Church, The Sydney Star Observer, 

The South Sydney Herald,
 The Uniting Church GLBT Network, 

MCC Sydney, Freedom 2 b[e], and 
the Rainbow Sash Movement.

Being Peacemakers: 
TAkiNG uP The CALL of JeSuS

Thursday 17 July, 8-10pm
Paddington Town Hall
(Cnr Oxford Street & 

Oatley Road Paddington)

fr Bruce Duncan 
on Catholic Social Teaching and 
history of Christian Peacemakers

Maggie Galley 
on the world-wide witness 

and life of Pax Christi

Jessica Morrison 
on the International Campaign 
to Abolish Nuclear Weapons 
and personal peace-making

Donna Mulhearn 
on being a human shield 
& aid worker in Iraq and 

peace activism

Be inspired to join people 
working for peace world-wide 
as you find your own way to be 

a peacemaker.

A Mass each Friday at 8pm 

with a special ministry to gay and 
lesbian Catholics, their families and 

friends is held at

St Joseph’s Catholic Church, 
Newtown 

(cnr of Bedford and Station Sts) 

More info: 9568 4433 or  
www.gaycatholic.com.au

Charity Fundraisers up to  
$38/hr OTE

F/T advocates sought 
for UN Refugee Agency’s 

fundraising teams

$15 to $20/hr + bonuses

Call Judy 9262 5377 (B/H)  
www.unrefugees.org.au

Pepsee  
CUT & COLOUR SALON

Style cuts for a great 
price for everybody 

276 ABeRCRoMBie ST 
DARLiNGToN 

9310 4927 

Community Notices & Advertising

Clover Moore MP
State Member for Sydney

I represent the residents of the Sydney electorate in the NSW Parliament which covers Surry Hills,Centennial Park, 
Chippendale, Ultimo, Pyrmont, Miller’s Point, The Rocks/Dawes Point, The CBD, East Sydney, Darlinghurst, 
Woolloomooloo, Kings Cross, Potts Point, Elizabeth Bay, Rushcutters Bay, Paddington, small parts of Woollahra and 
Edgecliffe west of Ocean Street and a small part of Kensington bounded by Anzac Parade and Abbotford Street.

I work with my constituents to make government and bureaucracies accountable, empower the community, 
ensure social justice for individuals, and protect the urban and natural environments.

Contact my office to talk about your ideas or concerns or if you need help with NSW Government matters.
Tel 9360 3053, drop in to 58 Oxford Street, Paddington, fax 9331 6963, or email sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Subscribe to my free weekly Clover’s eNews, an email bulletin to inform the community about important issues, 
events and campaigns. Check my website for more information: www.clovermoore.com

Uniting Churches

South Sydney uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo

Worship (Eucharist) 10am Sunday 
Bible Study/Discussion 

“Adventures in Orthodoxy” 
7pm 10/7, 14/8 

Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410
Welcoming people of all ages,
cultural backgrounds, sexual 

orientations and identities. Peace 
with justice, integrity of creation.

Tongan uniting Church  
(South Sydney)

Worship 1pm Sunday
Mid-week service Friday 7-8pm

Ps Sione Hau 0431 144 247

Newtown Mission
280 King St Newtown

Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday 
Rev Ps Doug Clements 9519 9000

Paddington uniting Church
Oxford St Paddington

Worship 10am (1st Sunday of the month) 
& 7.30pm Sunday

Church Office 9331 2646

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point

Worship 10am,  
Bible Study 5pm Sunday

Ps Graham Long 9358 6996

Tanya Plibersek MP
F E D E R A L  M E M B E R  F O R  S Y D N E Y

I am your Federal Labour Member of Parliament for Sydney, 

which includes Alexandria, Beaconsfield, Chippendale, 

Darlington, Erskineville, Newtown, Redfern, Surry Hills, 

Waterloo and Zetland. Please contact my office for 

assistance with any Federal government matters – such as 

Centrelink, immigration and medicare. I can also provide a 

voice for your community organisation and make 

representations to Government.

Please don’t hesitate to contact my office:  tel: 02 9357 6366  fax: 02 9357 6466 
422 Crown St, Surry Hills NSW 2010 Office Hours: 9am -12:30pm & 1:30-5pm weekdays

food distribution network
home delivery of low-cost fresh fruit & vegetables

The Food Distribution Network is a not-for-profit organisation 
that delivers boxes of fresh and inexpensive fruit and vegies to 
older people, people with disabilities, people living with HIV/AIDS 
and carers who live in the City of Sydney and need assistance 
living independently at home. For $9 you can have a box of 
6-8kg of fruit and/or vegies delivered to your door each week or 
fortnight. Please call 9699 1614 or e-mail enquiries@fdn.org.au 
for more information. These services are funded by the Home and 
Community Care programme and the AIDS Trust of Australia.

Partner with the SSH and 22,000 readers who are: 
- savvy on a diverse range of issues - passionate about the area in 

which they live - looking to support community businesses and people

advertise@ssh.com.au

SSH advertising works: "Since our ad has been in the SSH, it's been phenomenal. It has really raised our profile in the community. 

Interest has increased ten-fold from the old way of letterbox dropping." Wayne Blindeman, Food Distribution Network, Waterloo

Call for Nominations: City of Sydney
Council Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Advisory Panel 

City of Sydney is seeking nominations from community members to join the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Advisory Panel (ATSIAP). All community 
members who live, work or study in the City of Sydney Local Government Area 
(LGA) can apply.

The panel will advise Council on all relevant issues concerning the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander communities including service delivery, access issues, 
implementation of Sustainable Sydney 2030 and the Eora Journey, cultural 
mapping across the LGA and more. The City will cover members’ costs to attend 
and meetings will be held 4 times per year.

Applicants are requested to tell Council why you want to join the panel and 
what skills or knowledge you will bring to the task. Phone nominations are also 
available if required. 

Closing date is Friday 1st August, 2008.

If you would like to nominate yourself or another community member 
please contact Tracey Duncan 9246 7848 or Beth Jewell 9288 5521 or 
forms are available at http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/Community/
ServicesAndPrograms/AboriginalAndTorresStraitIslanders/Default.asp 

Send nominations to:

Tracey Duncan 
Aboriginal Community Development Officer 
City of Sydney 
PO Box 1591 
Sydney NSW   2001 
tduncan@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

Sydney and Melbourne

1300 769 389
www.goget.com.au

24/7 access to cars parked nearby



16 The South Sydney Herald – July 2008

Emily Pollard

A long-awaited win finally arrived 
for eager Rabbitohs fans with the clash 
between the South Sydney Rabbitohs 
and the New Zealand Warriors on 
Friday June 6 at Mt Smart Stadium. 

This was a game that all fans had 
been waiting for since our first and 
only win of the season. The Rabbitohs 
held their defensive line and managed 
to take the victory, giving them another 
two points on the table. 

Highlights included John Sutton 
making a daring move in the 24th minute 
throwing the ball over his shoulder for it 
to only bounce a few times before being 
picked up by Jamie Simpson to score 
with one hand beside the posts. 

Newcomer Chris Sandow played 
brilliantly at half-back. His jaw-dropping 
field-goal from 40 metres out saw the 
final score: Rabbitohs 35 Warriors 28. 

It seemed that the Warrior’s fans 
barely had time to celebrate a try before 
the Bunnies had yet again gone over 
to score. A truly deserved win, and 
hopefully one of many more to come 
for the finest team in rugby league, the 
South Sydney Rabbitohs.

An Issac Luke penalty goal with less 
than three minutes remaining lifted 
South Sydney to an exciting 24-23 
victory over an injury-depleted Titans 
team in the Round 15 NRL encounter 
at Sydney’s Olympic Stadium on 
Monday June 24. Round 16 saw Souths 
overcome a 24-point deficit to defeat the 
Cowboys 29-28.

Perry Johnstone

Over the June long weekend 11 
players from the Alexandria Rovers 
under 13s and 14s were selected to 
represent South Sydney in rugby league 
at Forster on the mid north coast. From 
the under 13s team the following players 
were selected: Blake Hurley, Matthew 
Cox, Andy Tull, Jake O’Sullivan, Aaron 
Jones and Alfred Cohen and from the 
under 14s the selected players included: 
Fabian Binyamin, Jake Conklin, Matt 
Gordon, Jayden haider and Lawrence 
Lucas.

We caught up with the boys on their 
return and we spoke to Matthew Cox 
about the trip.

SSH – How was the trip and how did 
you play? 
MC – The trip was great, it was the first 
representative team I have ever been 
selected for and my family were all very 
proud of me. We played three games and 
I played in two of them and I was rested 

for the third game to give other boys a 
run. My form was good and I learnt from 
playing with the different players from 
other teams.

SSH – How was it playing rep football 
with some of your club team mates? 
MC – It was great. I was a little nervous 
before the first game as I didn’t know 
some of the boys, but having all the 
Rovers boys there from the 13s and 
14s was a great feeling, everyone was 
supportive and we stuck together on and 
off the field.

SSH – You are a true Alexandria local. 
Tell us about yourself. 
MC – I have played for the Alex Rovers 
for seven seasons, I live in Alexandria 
and attend Alexandria Park Community 
School, and I have only ever played for 
the one club, and I started when I was 
five years old.

SSH – You have three more games to 
go I believe for Souths? 
MC – Yes, we are playing Cronulla at 

Endeavour Field, Wests at Campbelltown 
Sports Ground and finally Balmain at 
Erskineville Oval. I can’t wait to play on the 
same grounds as NRL players play on each 
week, and then to play at Erskineville Oval 
in front of my family and friends at the home 

of the Rovers, it will be awesome.
Everyone at the Rovers congratulates 

these young men, and we acknowledge 
the commitment and team work of all their 
team mates and the coaching staff as none 
of these boys could have played rep footy 

without everyone getting in and combining 
as one.

For all the latest information on the mighty 

Rovers check out the official website 

www.alexandriarovers.com.au 

Sport

Redfern Physiotherapy

& Sports Injury Centre

Shop 2/105 Regent Street, Redfern

9698 1234 0404 090 783

!Headaches

!Back and neck pain

!Workers comp

!Post-op rehabilitation

Travis Touma

B.App.Sc Physiotherapy

Weekdays             7am - 7pm

Bunnies find winning form

11 Rovers selected for South Sydney
Roy Byrnes

Some say that the heart and soul of 
the South Sydney Rabbitohs is lost and 
gone. But for those of us born with one 
eye red and one eye green nothing could 
be further from the truth.

It beats strong in our schools, our homes, 
our pubs and our RSL clubs. It beats in 
people like George Piggins that have worked 
tirelessly to keep the doors open. It beats 
in people like Sue Dahl yelling for the ref 
to get ’em back ten. It beats in you and it 
beats in me.

While our wins are few and attendance at 
games is low, the Bunnies still have a loyal 
following that covers the world, and if these 
fans are nothing else they’re passionate. 
We eagerly await a Grand Final result not 

seen since 1971.
We hear the complaints of the fans as 

we cry into a beer after a game, “Geez we 
came close this week”. But if we listen even 
closer we hear ideas and strategies that may 
help with the road back to glory.

Performance contracts – most of us are 
affected by them in our workplace. Whether 
we are on one, or our manager that looks 
over our shoulder is on one, the push to 
beat the benchmark for better bucks drives 
industry to success. Make no mistake, the 
NRL is an industry.

Questions are asked about non-
performance contracts. A clause that 
requires a player to be benched the 
following week and his reserve grade 
equivalent gets a run in his place and his 
wage for that game. Hit ’em where it hurts, 
in the hip pocket.

How do we keep our good players in a red 
and green jersey? That’s a question we need 
to ask the players. Industry has employment 
exit interviews. Regular workshops need 
to be held with the players before they feel 
the need to move on. Nothing relieves the 
discomfort of change more than being part 
of the decision-making process. Let the 
players take ownership of change.

The oval – there’s plenty of large 
parcels of land in the area that could hold 
a stadium. From Randwick to La Parouse, 
from Coogee to Newtown is the district the 
kids come from. Keep it local, that’s what 
home game means.

While this is an opinion piece, 
keep in mind it’s a conglomeration of 
many opinions.

PS: Please bring back Thommo’s 
Disco.

one eye red, one eye green
Roy Byrnes at his home in Botany   Photo: Andrew Collis


