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Every year thousands of secondary students are inspired and excited by the challenge of the 
International Science and Mathematics Olympiads.

The Olympiads provide an opportunity for young people to discover their potential and to stretch 
themselves in Maths and Science.

Australian Science Innovations runs the Australian Science Olympiad Program in Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics. This year we celebrate twenty years of representation at the International Science 
Olympiads. 

Alongside the Science program, the Australian Mathematics Trust conducts a similar program to 
enrich the study of Maths in secondary schools. In recent years Informatics students have also 
joined the Australian Mathematics Trust program.

A great tribute to the integrity of these programs is the endorsement of past competitors. Each 
year, many former participants volunteer their time to tutor, mentor and support current students 
who are participating in the Olympiads.

Many organisations are responsible for the delivery of  the Olympiads.  There is a strong partnership 
between government, business and the education sector. The success of their combined effort is 
demonstrated by the profiles that follow. 

If you want to be inspired by people who have used the Olympiads as a launching pad for 
extraordinary achievements, just read on.

Science is what changes
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On behalf of the Australian Government I am pleased to introduce you to an inspirational 
group of fifteen Australians who have participated as members of Australia’s Science and 
Mathematics Olympiad Teams.

Each year, scores of Australian students dedicate themselves to months of hard work, 
competing in national examinations and participating in learning extension programmes.  Of 
these, a handful are selected to join the Australian teams to compete in the five International 
Science and Mathematics Olympiads.  

The Science and Mathematics Olympiads offer students the challenging and rewarding 
experience of representing their country on an international stage.  Passion, a bright 
mind, and a love of learning are some of the traits demonstrated by those highly talented 
individuals who rise to the challenge.  

Spanning two decades of achievements, this publication provides a glimpse into what inspires 
young people to not only study science and mathematics, but to excel in these subjects.  The 
fifteen Science and Mathematics Olympians profiled in this publication reveal what sparked 
their interest in science and mathematics, and also share their diverse career paths.

The Australian Government is pleased to be the major sponsor of the Science and Mathematics 
Olympiad programme, and has a high regard for the achievements of Australia’s Science and 
Mathematics Olympians.  

Australian Science Innovations and the Australian Mathematics Trust are the driving force 
behind Australia’s participation in the International Olympiads, and are to be commended for 
their continued efforts in raising the profile of this important activity.

Through this publication, I encourage you to discover for yourself the valuable experience 
the International Science and Mathematics Olympiads offers young Australians.

 

The Hon Julie Bishop MP
Minister for Education, Science and Training
May 2007

Foreword
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the study of living organisms, 
divided into many specialised 
fields that cover their morphology, 
physiology, anatomy, behaviour, 
origin, and distribution.

bi•ol•o•gy

“Discovering the thrill 
and challenge of learning…

was exhilarating”



Dr Nick Hagan attributes his successful career in science to encouragement from his Year 11 Biology teacher.  

With the enthusiastic support of his teacher, young Nick entered the Australian Science Olympiad’s Biology Program and was awarded a silver medal  
at the  1995 International Biology Olympiad in Thailand.  “I realised at that point my future study and career lay in Molecular Biology and Genetics.”

Graduating from the University of Sydney with First Class Honours in 1999 and then with a PhD from the Australian National University, Nick has 
maintained social and professional networks with others from the Biology Program.  He believes the Science Olympiads fulfill “an absolutely essential 
role in Australia’s education system.”  

The ASO Program turned Nick’s interest in Biology into a passion.  Such was his life changing experience with the Program, he spent part of the following  
11 years tutoring the next generation of Olympiad scholars in Biology.  

Nick’s love for science obviously rubbed off.  Since 2003 the national Biology teams have won 3 gold, 9 silver and 4 bronze medals.

So committed is Nick to “giving something back” to the Program, that he led the Biology Olympiad Team as Director for three years.  He focused on 
improving the curriculum for international competition.  Public awareness of the ASO was raised with the production of an ABC TV documentary series 
Battle of the Brains.  

Nick Hagan has successfully melded his scientific knowledge with formal business disciplines.  He now heads a Melbourne company that is a global 
leader in products and applications for the drug discovery industry.  It is through years of applied science and interaction with stakeholders that he is 
able to lead the company, Mimotopes, in the commercialisation of new biotechnologies.

Nick is extremely excited with the results of his latest biological experiment: the birth of his first child.

TH E  IMPACT  O F  A  T E ACH ER

“If a job is worth doing, it is worth doing well.”  So went the philosophy in young Anna Johnston’s (nee Bown) Tasmanian household.

With encouragement from her family and teacher, Anna was selected for the Australian Science Olympiad Biology Team and competed in the 4th 
International Biology Olympiad in 1993.  She came away with the gold medal and was the overall winner of the Olympiad. She gained a silver medal in 
the Australian Science Olympiad Biology Program.

Her performance in The Netherlands competition was outstanding.  In recognition of her academic excellence, Anna was named Young Australian  
of the Year in 1994.

The ASO experience reinforced her interest in Biology and gave her the confidence to aim high.  She moved to New South Wales to study Medicine 
graduating from the University of Sydney with First Class Honours in 1999.

As an Advanced Trainee in Haematology at Sydney’s Royal North Shore Hospital, Dr Anna Johnston is cognisant of the need to foster a scientifically 
literate society.  “Science is what changes people’s lives.  Science is where solutions lie to the world’s resource, environmental and health problems.  
But we need to respond to ethical issues in an intelligent and compassionate manner.”

Anna maintains strong links with her ASO cohort.  She values the educational challenge and the testing of her ability as well as the personal development 
she underwent.  “The experience was extremely positive and I feel very grateful for the opportunity.”

The highlights continue for Anna with the recent birth of her first child.  She is also excited to be travelling to France this year to study in a world 
renowned lymphoma unit.  “I have an immensely satisfying career and a life that continues to be full of opportunities.”

A  STUNNING  V ICTOR Y

Hobart girl, Vanessa Solomon (nee Marsden) was amazed to be invited to attend the Australian Science Olympiad Biology Program.  “I really didn’t know 
much about the Olympiads.  My Year 11 Biology teacher encouraged me to sit the qualifier.  I thought I would just get a bit of exam practice under my belt.”

Practice indeed!  Vanessa went on to win a silver medal at the International Biology Olympiad held in Bangkok in 1995.

Apart from the excitement and opportunity to meet new friends, “discovering the thrill and challenge of learning outside the boundaries of curricula 
was exhilarating.”  

Vanessa also believes the ASO delivers something fundamental for further study.  “Students achieve a new realisation about their ability and capacity 
to absorb vast quantities of information.”

Vanessa found the passion for science at her Olympiad contagious.  “I became a tutor and team leader at subsequent ASO summer schools.  I felt the 
need to pass on the passion I had received as a student.”

Graduating from Science with Honours in Tasmania, Vanessa completed her PhD in Melbourne at the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research.  
Her work in cell life and death was published in the prestigious Nature journal when she was just 23 years of age. 

Getting published gets young scientists noticed.  In 2004, Vanessa was granted a postdoctoral fellowship by the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  
This fellowship funded her molecular research at the National Jewish Medical and Research Centre in Denver, USA.

Vanessa has returned to Australia to undertake research at the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre in Melbourne.  Working in the Cancer Immunology 
section, she continues to explore the bizarre behaviour of cancer cells.

With the recent birth of her son, Vanessa has new demands on her time.  However she dreams of finding the biological answers that will end the 
devastation of cancer on future generations.

TH E  THRIL L  O F  D ISCOV ER Y
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the branch of science that deals with the 
identification of substances of which 
matter is composed; the investigation of 
their properties and the ways in which 
they interact, combine and change; and 
the use of these processes to form new 
substances.
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“The strength of the Programs lies 
in their ability to foster creativity and 

mental agility “



Sydney Boys’ High School had a history of involvement in the Australian Science Olympiads.  When Andrew Goodwin came along he really gave the 
school something to be proud of. In 1996 he received a gold medal at the International Chemistry Olympiad and gained a silver medal in the Australian 
Science Olympiad Chemistry Program. 

In the early years of his science degree at the University of Sydney young Andrew felt his motivation waning. So he began teaching and lecturing in the 
ASO Program. This provided the challenge and stimulation he was seeking. Andrew attributes the ongoing mentoring and encouragement he received 
as integral in his decision to persist at university.

The ongoing involvement with the ASO Program also awakened Andrew’s passion for teaching.  “As an ASO student I developed intellectually and socially.  
As a member of staff I discovered the rewards that teaching can offer.”

Andrew’s pursuit of a career in academia has paid off. With doctorates in both Chemistry and Mineral Physics under his belt, he is currently a Trinity 
College Junior Research Fellow in the Department of Earth Sciences at Cambridge.  Here he enjoys the heady mix of teaching coupled with research  
in areas such as the spin dynamics of magnetic materials.

The current Australian International Chemistry Olympiad Team will visit Andrew at Cambridge.  No doubt he will pass on some last minute coaching tips 
before the team heads to Moscow for competition.

Andrew feels it is the least he can do.  “I have witnessed the effect of the ASO not only on my own life, but on the lives of so many students I’ve seen 
pass through its ranks.  I sincerely hope that it continues to thrive.”

A  PASSION  FOR  T E ACHING

For three-times-Olympian, Anthony Phillips, the Olympiad atmosphere is “an environment that frees talented students of expectation and allows them 
simply to try their very best.”

So delighted was Anthony with his silver medal at the International Chemistry Olympiad in 1999 that he went back for more.  He received an Honourable 
Mention for Physics in 2000 and was awarded the gold medal (and 5th world ranking) in Chemistry in 2001.

“The Australian Science Olympiad Programs provide secondary students with an experience unlike any other available in the school system. Students 
have to struggle with the most mentally challenging concepts they have ever come across.  They must also conquer their fear of failure.”

Anthony is another Olympian who feels strongly about giving back to the organisation that has provided him with “truly amazing” experiences.  Since 
2002 he has worked as a staff member, tutor and mentor within the Science Programs.

“The ASO has been an enormous part of my life for the past decade.  It’s difficult to imagine what my life would be like, had I not been involved.”

In 2006 Anthony earned First Class Honours in Science from the University of Sydney – Inorganic Chemistry being his penchant.  He is due to complete  
a Bachelor of Arts from the same establishment this year.

Then comes what Anthony says will be the highlight of his life thus far.  He has been awarded a fully funded studentship to undertake his PhD at the 
University of Cambridge.

Anthony says the ASO is about more than just producing scientists.  “Australia needs scientifically trained politicians and judges as well as articulate 
scientists.  The strength of the Programs lies in their ability to foster creativity and mental agility.”

MELDING  SCI ENC E  WITH  HUMANITI ES

Annaleise Howard-Jones’ (nee Grummitt) bronze medal performance in the 1996 International Chemistry Olympiad cemented her interest in chemistry, 
particularly the biological aspects of organic chemistry.  

“The mechanisms of life and the world around us have always stimulated my curiosity.”  Chemistry provided a sensible vehicle for discovery.

What started as an early interest in chemistry has resulted in a stunning research career.

Annaleise studied Science at the University of Sydney and graduated with Honours in 2000.  Always looking to nature for solutions, Annaleise’s early 
research led to developing potential anti-cancer drugs derived from the frangipani plant family. 

She had a perfect academic record and was an active, vibrant thread in the fabric of university life.  Rowing and athletics club memberships and 
involvement in community programs all featured in her extra-curricular calendar.

Like many other Olympians before her, Annaleise has also given something back, acting as a tutor, lecturer and mentor in the Australian Science 
Olympiad Chemistry Programs. 

In 2001 she won a Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford to research new antibiotics for penicillin-resistant bacteria.

Now a postdoctoral research fellow at Harvard Medical School, Annaleise’s research focuses on discerning how bacteria and fungi use chemistry to 
create interesting and therapeutically relevant natural products. She has also been looking into the missing pieces to the complex vitamin B12 puzzle.  
The final link in the synthesis pathway of B12 has baffled scientists around the world for decades.

Longer-term, she plans to pursue a combined research and clinical career, connecting her research with patient care in the medical field.

Annaleise would encourage anyone with a strong interest in science to investigate the Australian Science Olympiads.  “It is a great opportunity to 
pursue in-depth investigations into areas outside the boundaries of normal schooling.  It’s also beneficial to interact with other like-minded, talented 
young scientists.”  

F INDING  SOLUTIONS  IN  NATURAL  PRODUCTS
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the branch of science concerned with 
the nature and properties of matter and 
energy, including heat, light and other 
radiation, sound, electricity, magnetism, 
and the structure of atoms.
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“Talented, enthusiastic 
individuals must be 

encouraged, inspired and 
challenged to be the best 

they can be”



All of our Olympians reflect on the enormous impact their Program had on their lives.

For Keith Brain, the 1990 International Physics Olympiad delivered more than just the accolades and the meeting of like-minds.  Keith Brain met Elisabeth  
Le Strange who was attending the International Mathematics Olympiad.  The two Olympians discovered they shared more than a love of intense 
international competition.  Several years later after their respective University studies, Keith and Elisabeth married and now have two young children.

Keith’s Olympiad experience encouraged him to study the disciplines of Mathematics and Physics alongside Medicine and Physiology.  “The Olympiad 
taught me to think hard and deeply about problems and to work at understanding problems from first principles.  I really think the Olympiad helped to 
lead me into a research career.”

And a successful research career at that.  After graduating from the University of Sydney in Mathematics/Physics (Honours), Medicine (Honours) and 
a PhD in Physiology, Dr Brain was awarded the prestigious Nuffield Research Fellowship at Oxford University in 2001.  A year later, Keith was granted a 
concurrent three-year Staines Medical Research Fellowship at Exeter College, Oxford.

Keith’s research focuses on the autonomic nervous system and builds on medical understanding of body functions outside direct voluntary control 
(such as the regulation of blood pressure).

 The eminence of his physiology research grows and in 2005 he became a Wellcome Trust Research Fellow.  Wellcome provides the UK’s largest non-
governmental source of funds for biomedical research.

It’s a full timetable of research discovery for Dr Keith Brain.  He is frequently published in the most esteemed global medical journals and is revered  
by his peers for his work on the action of various drugs within the human body.  “I am very proud of my achievements to date and excited by the future 
possibilities of my research.”

A  P E R F E CT  MATCH  IN  PH YSICS  &  MATHS

Matthew Sorell was a boy who liked to tinker.  Picture a 10-year-old, building his first radio with the help of his physicist dad; or a 14-year-old publishing  
his first electronics magazine kit.  

Matthew knew his fascination with the physical sciences and electronics was where his study would focus.

His participation in the International Physics Olympiad in 1987 cemented his desire to undertake a double degree program.  Matthew graduated from 
the University of Adelaide with First Class Honours in Engineering (Computer Systems) as well as Science (Theoretical and Experimental Physics).

Matthew believes his Olympiad credentials helped open career and study doors.  “I was appointed a Cadet Engineer at the end of second year Uni and 
gained a postgraduate place at George Mason University in the state of Virginia without needing to sit the US Graduate Record Examination.”

Today, Matthew is an esteemed and decorated academic and lecturer at the University of Adelaide.  He is currently researching multimedia forensic 
techniques.  His consultancy services are regularly sought by telecommunications companies and regulators around the world.

In 2003, when the director of the film Ten Canoes had a ‘sound’ problem, it was obvious who he should call on. Matthew met the filmmaker’s challenge 
and developed a new distributed audio recording system that delivered “film-quality” sound in the harsh, remote Arnhem Land swamp. 

The pursuit of excellence is Matthew’s passion.  He believes the ASO Programs engage and challenge young outstanding students.  “Not only did the 
Olympiad kick-start my career, it focused my philosophy in teaching and learning.  Talented, enthusiastic individuals must be encouraged, inspired 
and challenged to be the best they can be.”

Matthew hopes his children, two year old Charlotte and newborn son David, will share his passion for challenging the mind.

HOW DO ES  THAT  WOR K ?

Where do government, industry and academia go with their high performance computing needs?  Increasingly, they seek the services of 
‘supercomputing’ companies.

And where does a supercomputing firm seek its talented young recruits?  Well, the Australian Science Olympiad is a good place to start.

Timothy Burgess participated in the 1996 International Physics Olympiad and received a bronze medal.  Whilst his involvement in the Program  
did not alter his study path, it certainly raised his awareness of the options available.

The University of Melbourne offered first year Physics exemptions to Olympiad participants so Timothy packed up and headed south. He studied 
Science and Engineering at the University of Melbourne, graduating with Honours in Computer Engineering.  He went on to the Australian National 
University to add Honours to his Physics degree.

Timothy continued his involvement with the ASO by tutoring and occasionally lecturing new students.  He says his experience with the ASO “was  
the most academically challenging, enjoyable and socially valuable time up to that point of my life.” 

The professional networks that opened up after the Olympiad were also valuable for Timothy.  “It helped to have some connections when looking  
for work in such a specialised field.”  

Timothy is still forging his career path in high performance supercomputing.  He is applying his science to the computing demands of a wide range 
of industries.  Economic permutations, weather forecasting, national security and scientific research all require tailor-made, high performance 
computing platforms.

The ASO has helped nurture the brilliant young mind of Timothy Burgess.  He believes his experience gives him the logical reasoning skills to meet  
the computational challenges of tomorrow.

A  HIGH  P ER FORMER
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“Finding out something 
people didn’t know 

before gives me a lot of 
satisfaction.” 



Participation in the International Mathematics Olympiad can do wonders for a young girl’s self confidence.  

The bronze medal won by Elisabeth Le Strange in 1990 was a personal awakening.  “It was quite literally beyond my wildest dreams.”

Elisabeth was heavily involved in the Mathematics and Physics Olympiad Programs from Year 10.  For the girl who wanted to be an astronomer from 
the age of 7, the programs “stopped me going crazy with boredom in the final years of high school.”

Elisabeth was also a talented violinist and member of the Sydney Youth Orchestra for ten years.  Despite her connection with her musical colleagues, 
the mathematics and physics programs “really allowed me to feel accepted socially.  It was the first time I felt I had a genuine peer group.”

Strong friendships were certainly formed when, during her Olympiad, Elisabeth met Australian Physics Olympiad team member, Keith Brain.  The two 
went on to study together at the University of Sydney, later married and now have two children.

Elisabeth achieved First Class Honours in Physics, a Graduate Diploma (Secondary Science) and finally Medicine, which she only really took on for 
“some extra science.”

The mathematician, physicist and now Member of the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health in the UK has taken the scenic tour to her intended 
destination.  Study, research and nurturing the inquisitive minds of two young children requires a significant investment of time.

“Finally I’ve started a Doctorate of Philosophy in Biochemistry (Genetics) where I can undertake fulfilling and useful research.”  Her project studies the 
mechanisms of neural development and degeneration in vitro.  

Elisabeth achieved her early dreams at the IMO.  She plans to achieve her new dreams at the University of Oxford and “make some real discoveries.   
I just love having those ‘light bulb’ moments and finding things out.”

LOO KING  AT  TH E  WORLD  SCI ENTI FICAL L Y

At thirteen years of age, Melbourne girl, Joanna Masel was already a truly gifted mathematician.  She was all too familiar at the time with the stigma of 
being a brainy maths girl.

The Australian Mathematics Olympiad Program was a virtual life-saver for Joanna in 1991.  She reflects “it was absolutely critical to my personal 
development.  Mixing with like-minded intellectual peers was very important for me.”

The AMO clarified Joanna’s intellectual strengths. She received a bronze medal.  “I was better at maths than I thought.  I found a way to emphasise my 
strengths and apply maths to the exciting opportunities arising in biology.”

Joanna graduated from Science with Honours at the University of Melbourne in 1995.  She won a Rhodes scholarship to Oxford, completing her PhD in 2000.  

The city of Tucson, about 100 kilometres north of the Mexican border in the state of Arizona is now home for Joanna and her husband.  She is widely 
published and feted with professional accolades and academic awards.

However, the Assistant Professor in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at the University of Arizona still rates selection for the AMO Program as one of her 
greatest career highlights.  “I find the Mathematics Olympiad still gives me credibility when dealing as a biologist with mathematicians.”

Apart from being disciplined for breaking the evening curfew, Joanna found her experience tremendously positive at a critical formative stage of her life.  

Academic work in the field of science is “like a really strong calling” she says.  Exceptional intelligence does not automatically create an intellectual.  The 
Australian Olympiad Programs help young people examine who they are, what they like and what they are capable of achieving.

CRA VING  A  CHAL L ENG E

Where does one begin to articulate the absolute, awe inspiring brilliance of Terence Tao?

Terry was the International Mathematical Olympiad’s youngest ever competitor.  He was just 10 years old when in 1986 he won the bronze medal.   
The following year he won silver and in 1988 he was presented with the gold medal by then Australian Prime Minister, the Honourable Bob Hawke.

The IMO was the first wide scale recognition of young Terry’s mathematical genius.  He was a gifted and radically accelerated primary school student.  
At 16, he graduated with Honours in B.Sc (Mathematics) from Flinders University in his home town of Adelaide.  The following year he added a Masters 
to his degree. 

At the age of 21, he completed his PhD from Princeton University and three years later took up a Professorship in Mathematics at the University 
of California.  He has been a visiting professor at the University of NSW and Honourary Professor at ANU in recent years, but for the time being Los 
Angeles is home for Terry and his wife.

Terry’s ability crosses all subject areas.  He just happens to prefer incredibly complex mathematical theories.  Partial differential equations, harmonic 
analysis, combinatorics, and number theory, just to name a few.  “Maths gives me real joy.  Finding out something people didn’t know before gives me 
a lot of satisfaction.”

He is the only Australian to be awarded the prestigious Fields Medal (dubbed the Mathematics Nobel Prize) and the MacArthur Foundation Fellowship.  
In Adelaide in 2007 he was named South Australian of the Year.  Terry believes “Australians can excel in anything – not just sport.”

Professor Tao is one of the most talented mathematicians on the planet.  His work has had direct application in the areas of weather prediction and 
internet and ATM security. Where will his future incredible discoveries lead us?

SHE ER  B RI L LIANC E
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 “Chance encounters can 
change your direction… 

optimise the opportunities 
that are presented to you”



Patrick Coleman has a head for numbers.  He threw himself into two years of Australian Mathematics Trust training camps for mathematics early in 
his secondary schooling.  Then he discovered informatics.

“They didn’t teach any computer programming at my school at the time.  I got into informatics when a former Informatics Olympiad team member from my 
school started teaching programming to interested students.”

That was fortunate for Patrick.  He switched camps to Informatics and found out he was pretty good at that too.  In fact, he twice earned himself a place  
on the International Olympiad Informatics Team and won a bronze medal in 2003.

Patrick is currently studying Computer Science at the University of Adelaide.  Along with another former Informatics Olympian he was part of the 
University’s Association for Computing Machinery International Collegiate Programming Contest Team.  The team’s combined mental agility gave  
them the Australian Championship in 2005 and 2006.  They went on to compete at the World Finals in Texas and Tokyo respectively.

In 2006 he travelled to the US for the tournament final of the TopCoder Collegiate Challenge.  Competing in the software component design category, 
he was one of eight finalists from an international field of 700 competitors.  Patrick battled it out for third place. 

Patrick is having “great fun and getting to see the world” through his involvement with Informatics.  “I love the intensity of the competition and the 
sense of satisfaction for my effort.”

But Patrick remembers how his wild ride began.  He lends his support to the IOI by way of tutoring upcoming informatics students and helping write 
and set their programming contests.

“Chance encounters can change your direction.  I believe it is really important to optimise the opportunities that are presented to you.”

LO VING  A  CONT EST

Alex Flint was experimenting with computers and programming from a very young age.  “I was always pushing the boundaries of programming to see 
what was possible.”

All programmers like to be noticed.  It was only natural his fascination would lead him to represent Australia at the International Olympiad in Informatics 
in 2002 and 2003.  “It was a fantastic opportunity to compete at world class level.  It was also great to meet students with similar interests from 
around the world.”

For Alex, the Olympiad was followed by a Bachelor of Mathematics and Computer Science at the University of Adelaide. 

Alex believes he would have chosen to study computer science regardless of the Olympiad.  However, “being a competitor has opened so many doors 
during my university studies.”

Whilst at university Alex has twice been a team member at the world finals in the Association for Computing Machinery International Collegiate 
Programming Contest.  The competition is intense and involves fast-paced problem solving balanced with creativity.  Just the sort of skills that large 
programming firms are looking for.  

Alex has had some valuable work experience in his brief employment history.  He has been part of a small international team developing the “PRADO” web 
component framework.  “Basically, PRADO makes it easy for people to create their own interesting, sophisticated website.  Anyone can use it and it’s free.”  

He has also worked as a programmer with the Defence Science and Technology Organisation.  Alex has recently had an offer of employment from the 
big player of technology - Google.

“I am really looking forward to working with Google.  I am just so excited by the many possibilities my future holds.  Informatics has so much scope to 
keep people like me challenged and sharp.”

A  PASSION  FOR  PROGRAMMING

Like many young boys, David Greenaway loved to spend hours in front of his computer.  But he wasn’t fighting virtual war lords or surfing the internet.  

Instead, David was learning what made his computer tick.  What would it do if he could speak its language?  He was exploring the heart of it, or rather 
the brain.

Australia entered its first official International Olympiad in Informatics team in 1999.  In 2000, young David was only in Year 10 at Mosman High School 
in Sydney.  That didn’t stop him winning a bronze medal in Beijing.  Two years later he won a silver medal in Korea.

“I had always considered studying computer science at university.  My participation at the Olympiads allowed me to make the decision with confidence.”

David has a Bachelor of Computer Science and is completing his Honours at the University of New South Wales.  He has received many awards for 
academic excellence and attributes these to the depth and breadth of the Informatics Program.

“It was wonderful to be exposed to such stimulating and challenging material prior to commencing university.”

As with other Informatics Olympians, David too has represented Australia at the ACM International Collegiate Programming Contest.  He has maintained 
a connection with the IOI by assisting the next generation of students as a tutor and lecturer.

“It all began for me when I sat the Australian Mathematics Trust’s Informatics Competition.  What had been my hobby became much more.  My experience 
at the Olympiads became the highlight of my secondary schooling.”

Now David’s hobby is about to become his career.  He hopes to pursue a career in research, as well as undertake further post graduate study in the future.

TURNING  A  HOB B Y  I NTO  A  CAR E ER



Th e  A u s t r a l i a n  M a t h em a t i c s  T r u s t 
The Australian Mathematics Trust is a non-profit organisation whose purpose is to enrich the 
teaching and learning of mathematics for students of all standards. 

Its Trustee is the University of Canberra and its Board comprises representation from the 
Australian Academy of Science, the Australian Mathematical Society, the Australian Association 
of Mathematics Teachers, and a number of academics and corporate people. 

The best known activity of the Trust is the Australian Mathematics Competition for the Westpac 
Awards which attracts approximately half a million entries annually, from Australia and 
overseas. The Trust also runs many activities in mathematics and informatics, culminating 
in selection of teams of students who represent Australia internationally at the Mathematics 
and Informatics Olympiads.

The Trust also has a publishing arm, which publishes a range of books, journals and past 
papers . These publications include pedagogical material and collections of problems of all 
standards with their solutions. 
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Au s t r a l i a n  S c i e n c e  I n n o v a t i o n s
Australian Science Innovations (ASI) is an independent, non-profit organisation. Our mission 
is to enhance the value that the community places on science through advancing the 
enthusiasm and capability of Australian science students. 

ASI offers the Australian Science Olympiad program as well as Rio Tinto Big Science and 
LABLINKS. A key emphasis in these programs is providing teachers and students with 
stimulating materials to engender scientific passion and understanding. 

We are proud of the achievements of our Olympians since fielding the first Australian Science 
Olympiad Team in 1987. As demonstrated in UNCOVERED• DISCOVERED the students involved 
in ASI programs go on to be outstanding scholars, leaders and achievers.

ASI is encouraged by the ongoing support of industry, government, schools, teachers and 
students throughout Australia. It depends on many individuals and organisations that give 
freely of their time, services and facilities.

Science and technology has an important and increasing role to play in our future. ASI is 
committed to helping young people realize their potential. We look forward to your ongoing 
interest, either as a participant in our programs or as a supporter.

I C T  F O R  T E A C H I N G  S C I E N C E

LABLINKS

U N C • V E R E D   D I S C • V E R E D



Science is what changes 
people’s lives. Science is 
where solutions lie to 
the world’s resource, 
environmental and health 
problems.

Dr Anna Johnston

 The Olympiad taught me 
to think hard and deeply 

about problems … to 
work at understanding 
problems from first 

principles.  

   Dr Keith Brain

2006 AUSTRALIAN SCIENCE OLYMPIAD  TEAMS



The Australian Mathematics Trust and the Australian Science Olympiads are supported by the Australian Government 
through the Science Connections Programme, administered by the Department of Education, Science and Training.
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The Australian Science Olympiads is proudly supported by Merck Sharp & Dohme.
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The 2007 Australian Informatics Team is proudly sponsored by NICTA.


