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As Channel Seven’s new Alexandria 
studios near completion, residents have 
criticised the local planning authority 
for failing to address their concerns 
about the development.  

Alexandria residents say the Redfern 
Waterloo Authority (RWA) has kept them 
in the dark about the latest addition to the 
Australian Technology Park, which they 
claim will have a significant impact on 
the local area.

“There has been a culture of trying to 
push this through quietly without enough 
community consultation,” said Johan 
Palsson of Alexandria Street, Alexandria. 
“They did do some consultations early on 
in the development, but they were held 
at really ridiculous times when everyone 
was at work.”

Acco rd ing  t o  Mr  Pa l s son  the 
development, which is due to be finished 
early next year, has overstepped the initial 
development application. “The building is 
three floors taller than the original master 
plan and it’s not at all in keeping with the 
heritage architecture of the area,” he said.

Of key concern to residents is the 
24-hour, seven-days-a-week operation 
of the site, which is expected to employ 
over 2000 staff and potentially have over 
1000 audience members visiting the site 
each day. 

Martin Bramble, a resident of Lyne 
Street for over 13 years, says that allowing 
the site to run around the clock next to 
a residential area is unacceptable. “The 
airport has a limit on when the planes 
can come in and go out, most bars have 
limits on when they can have customers, 
why should this be any different?”

 Seven’s Managing Director of Program 
Operations, Tim McDonald, says 24-hour 
operation is essential to allow Seven to 
meet its production deadlines. “There 
needs to be people on site working right 
around the clock to ensure the site is 
ready for the next day’s work.” 

Mr McDonald says that while the exact 
number of people visiting the site will 
not be known until the shows are locked 
in, residents should have little cause 

for concern about noise from departing 
audience members.

The Seven Network will occupy half 
the building, with the remaining two 
studios being leased by Global Television, 
a freelance company that produces shows 
such as Australian Idol and Neighbours. 

The Audience Management Plan 
prepared by Seven and Global Television 
states that “the number of audience 
members attending the site must not 
exceed 1000 persons at a time” but does 
not give any indication of how many 
people will be visiting the site each day.

Kyran Lynch, who’s lived in Alexandria 
for 20 years, says the 24-hour operation 
and uncertainty over the number of 
people visiting the site are serious 
concerns for residents. “They have four 
studios which can hold 500 people each 
in them which means there could be times 
when they are marshalling up to 2000 
people in and out, and I find it hard to 
imagine they could do that without any 
noise or disruption.” 

In response, the Director General of 
the NSW Planning Department advises 
that Basset’s Acoustics has prepared a 
report which indicates that “Generally 
the studio environment will be insulated 
from external noise sources which will 
provide for an effective attenuation from 
any internal noise sources … The noise 
generated by traffic arriving, manoeuvring 
and departing the site is also assessed as 
unlikely to exceed established criteria and 
the operation of the development will not 
cause any unacceptable noise impacts 
upon the surrounding locality”. 

In relation to the issue of increased 
parking needs, Mr Lynch says, “If they 
don’t provide free parking, they will 
have to park on nearby streets, which 
will make it impossible for residents to 
find parking.”

The RWA has indicated that “Given 
its proximity to Redfern Station, it is 
anticipated that a significant number 
of the employees in the Channel Seven 
building will use public transport to get 
to and from work.”

“ I t  i s  cur rent ly  work ing  wi th 
representatives of all involved to inform 
them of facilities and services to help 

them arrive at their new location. The 
RWA is also working with RailCorp and 
other transport providers, including the 
NSW Taxi Council to help make this 
arrival as effective as is possible.” 

In relation to parking arrangements, 
the RWA says that “With the completion 
of the Channel Seven development, there 

will be around 1200 parking spaces at 
the ATP site on a daily basis, which 
will increase to around 1500 spaces for 
monthly special events … There are 350 
public car spaces within the development 
which will be available for audiences. In 
addition, the existing public car parking 
at the ATP will also be available, which 

is just over 600 spaces.”
According to Mr McDonald of Seven, 

the media hub will bring “profile, buzz 
and activities” to the area. “It creates the 
opportunity for locals to be employed 
when shows ramp up, as well as indirect 
employment through local cafés, bars and 
shops,” he said. S
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The proposed redevelopment of 
an unused Redfern presbytery as an 
Aboriginal school has been met with 
some opposition.

The St Vincent de Paul Presbytery, a 
heritage building on Redfern Street, has 
been in a state of disrepair for a couple 
of decades, something which was made 
worse by last year’s fire. Confirmation of the 
Church’s redevelopment proposal is yet to 
be confirmed by the Sydney City Council.

“It just came out of nowhere; the Council 
has been trying to get the Church to activate 
that premises for years and years and years 
and they wouldn’t do anything. Then 
suddenly, out of the blue, they’ve come 
up with this proposal for a small school 
for Indigenous children, which is strongly 
opposed by the local Aboriginal men … 
because they weren’t consulted,” said 
Irene Doutney, Redfern based Councillor 
for the Greens.

Mark Spinks, Chairperson of the Babana 
Aboriginal Men’s Group, said “[It] sounds 
alright to me, I went to a Catholic school … 
we have a hundred members, so we also got 
a hundred opinions … if they’re building 
an Aboriginal school, why would I have a 
problem with it?”

However, Don Clark, Treasurer of 
Babana, said, “We haven’t taken a vote 
yet, but it would seem that there is some 
opposition for a number of reasons … there 
are some concerns about it”.

The proposal, which represents 
Church plans, was officially submitted by 
Cracknell and Lonergan Architects. Peter 
Lonergan said, “We had a few community 
consultations … there was some concern 
that there hadn’t been any consultation, 
and that’s why we had the consultation 
… I don’t know if it took care of it, but it 

certainly informed [the community] … It’s 
kind of difficult, that aspect of it … It’s a 
very expensive operation [so they want to 
be sure] … There were some objections 
raised by Council … there were sort of 
bureaucratic impediments put in place by 
Council, and that certainly didn’t help”.

Both Council and the Church have been 
careful with releasing information regarding 
the proposal for a school, which is no longer 
available on the Sydney City website. Father 
Clesio Mendes, Parish Priest of St Vincent de 
Paul’s Catholic Church, is currently residing 
in a new presbytery on Great Buckingham 
Street. When asked about plans for the 
presbytery in Redfern Street, he said, “It is 
no longer my responsibility … I don’t even 
have a key anymore … This belongs to the 
Jesuits now”.

One parishioner, regarding a meeting 
with Church representative Father Ross 
Jones about the plans for an Aboriginal 
school, said he was “not very forthcoming 
regarding the details of the development 
thus far, nor how far the development had 
proceeded”.

Similarly, when asked about Sydney City 
Council’s plans, the project’s representative 
Kylie Anne Pont referred enquiries to 
Media Contact Josh Mackenzie, who 
said of Council’s replies to enquiries that 
“sometimes they don’t get through, but 
we do our best”.

When asked about the difficulty of 
getting information about the development 
proposal, Councilor Doutney said, “I 
hear this all the time. We are supposed 
to provide documents to everybody … 

I’ve had complaints from resident groups 
and other sort of self-appointed social 
commentators and they constantly complain 
about not being able to get information, 
and I know some of them actually went 
and got information via the Freedom of 
Information Act”.

The heritage building remains in a 
dilapidated state. The roof is covered by a 
tarpaulin, the beams are exposed, markings 
from the fire can still be seen on the brick 
walls, all the windows are boarded up, 
and all the doors and gates are chained, 
padlocked and barred by metal gratings. The 
development proposal is currently attached 
to the presbytery wall. S

Council has now given approval for 

the school at the presbytery

Alex Fleming 

Illegal dumping has become a 
serious concern in Surry Hills, as 
discarded furniture, mattresses, 
computers and boxes spill out onto 
the already crowded streets. Some 
residents have taken up arms in the 
fight against filth, introducing new 
community initiatives to help combat 
illegal dumping in the area.

The Nichols Street Community Group 
has taken upon itself the task to “clean up 
the streets”, planning a range of measures 
to help address the growing problem of 
unwanted waste around the popular 
Surry Hills neighbourhoods.

The footpaths, according to the 
community group, have become strewn 
with the abandoned and unloved relics 
of people’s homes and renovations, with 
the pedestrian thoroughfare starting to 
resemble something of an obstacle course. 

However, the new Illegal Dumping 
Taskforce is aiming to curb illegal 
dumping of rubbish through clean-up 
initiatives as well as educating the 
community on issues surrounding waste 
disposal.

Under the new proposal, the Taskforce 
will instigate a local letterbox campaign 
distributing information on illegal 
dumping and how residents can most 
responsibly dispose of their troublesome 
rubbish. 

On top of this, the Taskforce will 
publicise information about collection 
services offered by the City of Sydney 
Council and operate regular clean-ups 

run wholly by concerned residents within 
the suburb.

Spokesperson for the Nichols Street 
Group, Brian Noad, says the community 
must be firm in order to stamp out the 
problem of illegal dumping, and needed 
to send a message to residents and 
developers that such activity was not 
acceptable.

“The staggering increase of dumping 
in the last five weeks has unfortunately 
meant we have no option but to take 
this action,” Mr Noad says, “the levels 
of waste that have been appearing – 
especially on the corner of Nichols and 
Albion Streets – are just incredible.

“Developers are buying these 
beautiful terraces and not developing 
them responsibly, and unfortunately 
some residents are acting no better. 

“I’ve seen the whole contents of 
refrigerators thrown out onto the streets 
which is bringing vermin and all kinds 
of disease.”

If an individual is caught dumping 
waste illegally, the consequences 
can be quite costly, with the Council 
issuing on-the-spot fines of $750 and a 
potential maximum penalty of $1500 for 
businesses.

However, the enduring costs to the 
community and the area are far more costly, 
inherently lowering the value of residential 
and commercial properties as well as posing 
a very real and serious health risk to the 
suburb’s inhabitants. S

For more information contact the Illegal 

Dumping Collection Service: 9265 9333.

lAuRA BAnniSteR

The intimate venue with peeling 
posters and semi-raised platform stage 
was for many the site of their first live 
music experience. For others it was 
a little like an old friend – rough and 
worn around the edges, but warm and 
accessible. 

Yet on Monday September 26, the 
Hopetoun Hotel, nestled on the corner of 
Fitzroy and Bourke streets in Surry Hills, 
was boarded up, the only explanation a 
misspelt sign taped to the inside of a glass 
pane on the door.

Within hours news of the closure 
circulated via social networking sites, 
with a “Save the Hopetoun” Facebook 
group established almost immediately. The 
group attracted 600 members within the 
first few days, with membership currently 
at 14,500. The community-based group, 
comprised of shocked staff, ticket-holders, 
artists and music fans, sent a number 
of letters to Sydney Council, as well as 
Minister for Environment, Heritage and 
the Arts, Peter Garrett. 

It was assumed the venue had been 
forcibly closed by Council after the 
owners issued a statement claiming the 
move occurred due to “circumstances 
beyond the control of the Hopetoun Hotel” 
and the need to “carry out significant 
works associated with Local Council 
requirements”. 

However, a Council spokesperson 
said that despite non-compliance with a 
number of building and safety regulations, 
Council did not issue an order for the 
premises to close. “The City has been 
working cooperatively with the licensee … 
for the past few months in order to allow 
them to keep trading while maintaining 
public safety, and will continue to work 
with the licensee to resolve safety issues 
concerning CCTV security and structural 
deficiencies.” 

Despite the confusion, and rumours 
the venue may be up for sale, many 
local musicians remain hopeful that 
management will overcome whatever 
issues it is facing and reopen the hotel. 

Luke De Zilva is the drummer and 
backing vocalist for Sydney-based band 
Lyyar, which performed its first gig at 
the Hopetoun in September as part of 
the Hopetoun Homebake/Studios 301 
Incentive. The venue-run battle-of-the-
bands style competition, which gave 
bands a chance to play at the Homebake 
Festival, was cut mid competition. “Being 
a band with an average age of 19, it’s 
upsetting we weren’t able to experience 
the Hopetoun more than we’ve had 
the chance to,” Mr De Zilva said. “The 
Hopetoun was a venue I’d aspired to play 
at when we first started writing music 
together.”

Mr De Zilva feels the future of the 
independent music scene in Sydney 
now rests on shaky ground, as the Surry 
Hills institution was a launching pad for 
countless bands. “The Hopetoun offered 
shows on weekdays as well as weekends, 
meaning that developing bands trying to 
find their feet could trial a Monday night 
show before facing the pressures of larger 
venues and weekend audiences,” he said.  

“The artists performing as well as their 
peers were there with a mutual intention, 
an appreciation of music … I’ll often be 
deterred attending neighbouring venues 
due to the feeling that live musicians 
are often undermined by the inevitable 
post-midnight ‘club mode’, or audiences 
oblivious to the fact that bands will be 
performing. This somewhat negative 
atmosphere was never a concern of mine 
at The Hopetoun.”

Sarah Kelly, guitarist and lead vocalist 
for Sydney trio, theredsunband, echoes Mr 
De Zilva’s sentiments. “It’s unfortunate 
that venues that do not have poker 
machines have great difficulty staying 
open because costs of complying with fire 

indigenous school in redfern presbytery

Curbing illegal dumping in Surry Hillslocals rally for “the Hoey”

Present scene at St Vincent’s in Redfern   Photo: Ali Blogg

safety regulations are so high. Pubs should 
be commended and supported for not 
having poker machines,” Ms Kelly said.

“We have recently seen the closure of 
the Harp in Tempe and apparently the 
Annandale is under threat as well, due to 
a hostile local council. I hope that both the 

Hoey and the Harp find a way to re-open 
and remain live music venues, and that 
the Annandale pulls through.” S

You can view updates of 

the Hopetoun’s situation at  

www.savethehoey.blogspot.com 
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The Rosebery Residents’ Action 
Group (RRAG) is on the offensive again 
to stop the development of a proposed 
waste depot in their suburb. 

Within the past two years the RRAG 
has had one success in stopping the 
proposed Hillsong mega-church on 
the former RTA site. The development 
application for that site was quashed on 
the grounds that it exceeded planning 
constraints. Now the resident group’s 
sights are trained on Sydney City Council. 
Community consultation for the site 
closed in June this year, though the RRAG 
has not relented in voicing its objections. 

Council plans to amalgamate its 
existing 27 works depots in an effort to 
deliver better services to Sydney residents 
by condensing the number of depots to 
just three. As reported in the SSH earlier 
this year, one of the new services depots 
will be located in Rosebery, on the block 
bounded by Harcourt Parade, Dunning 
Avenue, Mentmore Avenue and Hayes 
Road. 

“The site is zoned industrial and has 
been since at least the early 20th century,” 
stated Sydney City Council in a media 
release earlier this year. Council intends 
to use the Depot as a site for trades, 
cleansing operations and civil works to 
service the local area.

The RRAG has objected to Council’s DA 
on the grounds that the site is not suitable 
for the surrounding residential area. The 
RRAG believes that, of three possible 
sites, Rosebery is the worst option, and 
is frustrated that the alternative sites in 
Alexandria or Zetland have not been 
adopted. That is because the Alexandria 
site remains in the hands of the Roads & 
Traffic Authority, and Council has other 

plans for the Zetland site. It has been 
earmarked for a district park and Green 
Square Health and Recreation Centre.

According to Independent Councillor 
Di Tornai, the Rosebery site was the best 
choice. “It met the criteria in that it only 
needed minor alterations to be turned into 
a depot,” the Councillor said, and added 
that it will only be a small operation. “It 
will not be a mega depot,” she said.

Spokesperson for the RRAG, Graeme 
Grace, said one of the greatest concerns 
was the lack of community consultation 
by Council. Mr Grace believes that 
Council has been reticent in its dealings 
with Rosebery residents.

“Right from the start  we have 
made plain our belief that community 
engagement should include a public 
meeting with both Council and residents 
in possession of all the facts,” he said. 
“Council has made sure this has never 
happened.”

Councillor Tornai suggested that 
the unease of local residents has been 
acknowledged. “Council took into 
account concerns raised during the recent 
community consultation and made some 
amendments to its proposal, so now the 
DA will be renotified,” Ms Tornai said. 

“This  provides res idents  with 
opportunity to make further comment. 
A Report will come to Council once 
the Independent Assessment has been 
completed,” Ms Tornai added.

Whils t  Counci l  has sought  an 
independent assessment, its findings will 
not be binding and the ultimate decision 
remains with Council. This is a major 
concern for the resident group, wary given 
that Council is both the applicant and the 
deciding body. 

“RRAG believes there is a major 
conflict of interest for Council and we do 
not believe Council will be impartial,” a 

RoBeRt moRRiSon

Plans to convert the disused 
Hive building at 21-23 Erskineville 
Road into a new supermarket were 
approved at a DA meeting on Monday 
September 24. This has left a number 
of local Erskineville residents 
displeased with Lord Mayor Clover 
Moore and her Sydney City Council. 
However, just as many local residents 
applaud the decision. 

Since the meeting a group known 
as the Friends of Erskineville has 
expressed its disappointment that the 
“Council ignored many requests for 
an independent Economic Impact 
Statement”, and has proclaimed 
that Sydney City Council’s vision to 
become the “City of Villages [based on 
sustainable local business] is dead”. 

Former City Councillor, Michael 
Mobbs, believes that the new 
Erskineville supermarket threatens local 
business owners because it will take 
between 13 and 50 per cent of local 
business, seeing local profits stagnate 
and shops shut down.  

“A drop in trade of 13 per cent would 
stop the organic growth of Erskineville 
and eventually cause the death of 
existing small businesses ... In my view, 
we can only have sustainable cities if 
we have sustainable villages. And now 
it looks as though Sydney won’t have 
a sustainable city because this small 
Erskineville project is the ultimate test 
of the city’s capacity to keep and restore 

villages; judging by the planners’ report 
this project will bring it to an end and 
prevent the vision being obtained.”

Many local residents have shown 
their disappointment about the 
decision on the Friends of Erskineville 
website. One resident writes: “This 
decision has seriously disappointed 
me, not merely because we will get 
an unwanted up-market supermarket 
on our corner which is far more likely 
to lessen competition than increase it, 
but because it cynically manipulated 
the idea of democratic participation 
and made a mockery of the idea of 
independent advice on traffic and social 
economic impact. Clearly for Clover 
Moore and her team of so-called 
‘independents’ the City of Villages was 
just a slogan.” 

Another resident writes: “Dear all, 
thanks for all of your hard work despite 
such a lousy outcome – sad to think 
that the Lord Mayor cares so little about 
her constituents’ opinions. Clover Moore 
is not welcome in Erskineville ...”

On its website, Friends of Erskineville 
has called for residents to boycott the 
new supermarket, stating that the new 
development will not only have an 
impact upon local businesses, but also 
increase traffic congestion along Gowrie 
and Angel streets and see the loss of 
12-13 residential parking spaces. 

However, not all Erskineville residents 
are in opposition to the development.

A number of residents feel that the 
current mini mart and fruit store in 
Erskineville hold a small monopoly on 

local produce and are thus over-priced. 
They believe that the new supermarket 
will serve to keep these prices in check, 
and provide cheaper shopping 
for locals. 

On the Alternate Media Group 
website one Erskineville resident writes: 
“Finally. It’s nice to see that this thread 
is receiving a lot of support for the new 
approvals … I mean, honestly: a block 
of dairy milk chocolate costs $6.75 at 
the mini mart. Woolworths has the 
same block of chocolate on special most 
days at $3.50. I could make several 
examples of the over inflated prices, but 
to be honest, there is no longer a point, 
because finally sanity has reigned, and 
we in Erskineville are no longer being 
held to ransom by a mini mart and a 
fruit store that not only lack quality, 
but are so far removed from a ‘village’ 
experience that it isn’t even funny.”

A number of residents are also 
pleased they will no longer have to 
make the long trip up King Street 
to Foodworks or IGA for cheaper 
prices. On the same website another 
local writes: “I am happy that this 
supermarket is going ahead … I don’t 
have a car and it is a long walk from my 
flat up the hill to Foodworks or IGA … 
After 14 years of hauling up the hill to 
King Street this will definitely make life 
easier. [And] walking down Erskineville 
Road at night can be creepy. I will be 
very happy to see this long neglected 
block come alive.”

Construction of the new supermarket 
is set to begin soon. S

Further objections 
to waste depot in 
rosebery

erskineville split over new supermarket

Site of proposed waste-processing plant in Rosebery   Photo: Ali Blogg

detailed objection on the group’s website 
concludes. 

“It really is quite scandalous,” said 
Mr Grace. “It is an absolute insult to 
deliberately place a mega-depot next to 
Rosebery people’s homes, as if we don’t 
count. It is a shame that Clover’s care for 
residents doesn’t extend very far south of 
her electorate.”

Rosebery residents take great pride in 

their suburb and they see Sydney Council 
as encroaching upon their rights. Mr 
Grace suggested that one of the suburb’s 
most endearing qualities was that, whilst 
it is a busy place during business hours, 
the nights are incredibly tranquil.

“At night and weekends the place is 
ours,” he said. “It is so quiet at night I 
can hear the trains at Central. The barking 
of dogs echoes through the streets on 

Sundays. That is our trade-off for the busy 
times during the week.”

The RRAG feels that if Council goes 
ahead with plans to build then it will 
be at the loss of their quaint inner-city 
suburban home. “That is our heritage,” 
declared Mr Grace. “Right from the 
establishment of the Rosebery Industrial 
and Model Suburb in 1912. We want to 
preserve that living heritage.” S
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One in five Australians experiences 
mental illness, so it was great to 
see a large crowd interested in the 
Mental Health Event at Newtown 
Neighborhood Centre (NNC) on 
Friday October 9, a day of changeable 
weather. Celtic music performed by the 
young and talented Off-Cuts kept the 
atmosphere lively, despite the cold rain 
forcing the information stalls inside, 
until the sun shone and they moved 
outside. Weathering the storms of life 
is a little easier with support, and there 
were many different forms of such 
support represented, from the Black 
Dog Institute to Tai Chi. 

Emphasising the importance of mental 
health as a youth issue, headspace 
(headspace.org.au), the National Youth 
Mental Health Foundation, pointed out 
that 75 per cent of mental problems 
commence before the age of 25.

David Sanderson of Tai Chi Fitness 
Australia gave a Tai Chi demonstration, 
a series of slow deliberate movements of 
body, breath and focus, and led a class. 
David has been practicing for ten years, 
and said that Tai Chi calms the mind and 
is good for treating diabetes, arthritis 
and depression. He teaches a class every 
Tuesday 1-2pm at the NNC.

There was a launch and screening of 
the Mental Health Report and DVD, which 
spoke of the importance of maintaining 
good mental health, not only intervening 
in a crisis. Fact sheets from the Black 
Dog Institute (blackdoginstitute.org.au) 
included ‘Omega 3 and Mood Disorders’, 
looking at the links between what we 
eat and how we feel, and ‘Happiness’, 
and at what science has recently taught 
us. “Wellbeing is more than just the 
absence of persistent negative emotions,” 
according to sociologist Corey Keyes 
quoted in the ‘Happiness’ fact sheet. 

Keyes describes “flourishers” as those 
who possess life satisfaction and/or 
positive mood, whose important qualities 
include social involvement, contribution 
and personal purpose.

Illustrating the benefits of social 
involvement and contribution were the 
people of CSN (Community Support 
Network), who train and support 
volunteers providing practical support 

for people living with HIV/AIDS. 
The bubble machine was awesome, 

churning out swarms of airborne joy for a 
few hours and there was face-painting for 
children and a nourishing free feed. And, 
for this reporter, the event gave increased 
optimism that society is growing to value 
and promote happiness and social health 
as much as it once promoted nationalism, 
war, and hoarding stuff. S

JoHn AuguSt

I recently heard Professor Ross 
Homel of Griffith University speak 
on licensed venues and crime at a 
NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and 
Research event. As a Darlinghurst 
resident, I’m very aware of the 
debates. Professor Homel was 
a breath of fresh air – trying to 
apply evidence to an area normally 
dominated by emotional assertions.

According to Prof. Homel, there 
is a synergy in the violence caused 
by licensed venues. The violence 
from two licensed venues is more 
than just double that of one – which 
suggests the validity of the notion of 
“saturation” – though you wonder 
if the curve has a “kink” the way 
“saturation” would suggest.

Equally, pub related violence 

depends on the patrons and the pub. 
Neater, better kept pubs generate less 
violence, and people don’t try to sell 
drugs as much. The more clearly the 
pub has an “ordered” environment, 
the better people behave. Still, I 
wonder, could we regulate for pubs 
being “tidy”? The market is going 
to want to provide a range of pubs, 
with shabby pubs providing cheaper 
drinks. Further, expensive drinks 
means people may “pre-load” – 
drink at home before going out.

Further, contrary to expectations, 
security guards can increase the 
level of violence. Some violence 
does, after all, involve security 
guards, and we can wonder if the 
guards have a tendency to violence 
themselves, and what would have 
happened if they had not intervened, 

or intervened differently?
Alcohol related violence has its 

tensions. I’m sure the vast majority 
of drinks consumed don’t have 
violence associated with them. But, 
when violence does occur, alcohol 
is frequently involved. Further, 
without there being “violence” 
as such, some drunks at night 
will yell and be obnoxious. Then 
there’s the fact that police recording 
“last place of drinking” before an 
incident may unfairly associate 
venues with violence – when 
the presence of some pubs on 
otherwise violent streets has reduced 
overall violence on that street.

The other side of “saturation” is 
efficiency of intervention. If all the 
trouble is in one spot, it is easier 
to afford the police to have a solid 
presence, and attend to any incidents 
more rapidly. But what caused the 

violence? If it was inevitable, then 
better it happen where there’s 
a high police presence. But do 
“entertainment precincts” like the 
Cross generate additional violence?

Some see “entertainment 
precincts” as a place to “let off 
steam” – and, to be fair, a lot 
of that is pretty harmless. Still, 
what will result if we’re denied 
that opportunity? Will life go on 
as normal? Will we be denied an 
important cultural experience? Or 

will the tensions slowly simmer 
over years, till finally we have a riot 
where the violence exceeds the total 
violence that would have occurred 
through those years of drinking?

We still have questions. 
But maybe we’re just a little 
closer to answering them.

PeteR wHiteHeAD

Friday, October 9 was an overcast 
day threatening rainy squalls. Walking 
towards the Northcott Community 
Centre to join in the celebration of the 
opening of Mental Health Week 2009, 
I passed through Eddie Ward Park 
which is mostly fenced off for upgrading 
of the play facilities (including, 
according to the City of Sydney Final 
Design Plan, “Cable ride/flying fox 
with sand softfall under” and “Small 
spinning elements with softfall” as 
well as “Slide & climbing element”). 
Two police vehicles, a car and a van, 
were parked on the grass, and four 
uniformed officers were interviewing 
a man of Middle Eastern appearance 
who was emptying the meagre contents 
of his pockets.

I followed the path away to the right 
where the Community Centre is a warmly 

lit haven from the dark day. Another 
police vehicle, a large van festooned 
in balloons, is camped in the car park, 
manned by a policewoman smiling as she 
chats with locals and hands out glossy 
publicity brochures. 

The Northcott Community Room, 
set up by Joy Ross, Jean Purcell, Betty 
Mullins and Irene Moss in 1984, has 
become the hub of a safe and caring 
community, the first public housing 
estate in the world to be declared a 
“Safe Community” by the World Health 
Organisation. 

Inside the Centre, more balloons, and 
Leonie Manns, Former Chairperson, 
Disability Council of NSW, has been 
given the microphone to make some 
introductory remarks. “A stone in the shoe 
of the politicians” is how she describes 
herself in rambling reflections on her 
involvement with the Mental Health 
Industry. Diagnosed bipolar 20 years 
ago, she chuckles that one symptom of 

mania is “you think you can save the 
world”. Her point seems to be that you’d 
be mad to be sidelined by mental illness. 
The crucial thing for everyone is to keep 
contributing in any way you can. Be part 
of the solution.

Our MC for the day, Douglas Holmes, a 
board member of Neami, a psychosocial 
health and rehabilitation support provider, 
thanks Leonie as the stage is cleared for 
Stress Less, a production devised by the 
Northcott Players with the support of 
their good neighbours from Company B 
at Belvoir Street Theatre. 

The play, performed with notable 
gusto and some authority, sliced life at 
Northcott up into funny pieces. A drum 
solo sans drums but with seemingly 
unlimited sets of sticks was outstanding. 
The audience’s applause was received 
joyfully by the actors.

A big hand to all who were party to the 
Mental Health Week activities promoting 
understanding, education and support. S

Black dog and the bubble machine
Breath of fresh air on 
alcohol and violence

Stressing less at Northcott
154-156 Regent Street, Redfern
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...do “entertainment precincts”  
like the Cross generate  
additional violence?

Further, contrary to expectations,  
security guards can increase the  

level of violence

Mental Health Week activities outside Newtown Neighbourhood Centre   Photo: Ali Blogg

The Northcott Players perform   Photo: Ali Blogg
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ANdrew Collis

In just its second month of operation, 
the Redfern and Waterloo Community 
Markets, or RedWater Markets, 
attracted 14 stallholders, many bargain 
hunters and happy faces. The market, 
held in Redfern Park on Saturday, 
October 17, was a colourful sight. Stalls 
displayed clothes of all kinds and sizes, 
jewellery, bric-a-brac, plants, second-
hand and recycled furniture, arts and 
crafts. A sausage sizzle was hosted by 
the local PCYC.

Co-ordinators, Naomi Ward and 
Leanne Lightfoot, see huge potential for 
the market. “It’s great to see the Redfern 
community engaged,” Leanne Lightfoot 
said. “This is a beautiful park with great 
atmosphere.” Ms Lightfoot, who has 
experience as long-time co-ordinator of 
the popular Surry Hills Markets, invites 
prospective stallholders to consider 
joining the November market. “Rates 
for stallholders are the best in town and 
profits go to local good causes,” she said.

RedWater Markets is a project of 
the Housing Communities Program, 
auspiced by the Factory Community 
Centre in Waterloo. The Factory is home 
to a number of community groups, and 
also runs a range of activities for local 
residents including a community bus, a 
pre school, out of school care, and various 
arts and event-based projects. One of the 
most recent activities of the Factory is the 
revitalisation of the Waterloo Recycling 
Workshop (WRW) which is now the new 

home of the Cycle Re-Cycle Club.
Naomi Ward, who is also the WRW 

co-ordinator, said the success of the 
markets depends on community support. 
“There are so many positives,” she said. 
“The picturesque setting here in the Park, 
a great café on site, nearness to Redfern 

Station and buses, and easy parking.” 
Ms Ward also gratefully acknowledged 
the vital support of the City of Sydney, 
local Chamber of Commerce members, 
Souths Leagues Club and other partner 
stakeholders.

John English, maker of furniture from 

recycled timber, is committed to the 
markets. “I’ll be here for the long term,” 
he said. Mr English is an accomplished 
furniture designer and maker. Check out 
his popular Love Bench and Monastery 
Bench pieces. Mr English is happy to 
take orders. S

The new Redfern and Waterloo 

Community Markets is held every 

third Saturday of the month from 8am 

to 4pm. Stallholders should contact 

the Market Co-ordinators on 0434 

197 527. For general enquiries call 

the Factory on 02 9698 9569.

dorothy MCrAe-MCMAhoN

A conversation with Phillip 
Black, newly-elected Deputy 
Lord Mayor of Sydney.

What most attracts you to being 
a leader in local government?

Phillip says that he likes to 
contribute to community life and 
be involved, rather than sitting on 
the sidelines and just watching. 
This commitment to community 
service was instilled in him by 
his parents. He says, “I learnt by 
example and contributed from 
youth to adulthood in things like 
church fellowship involvement, 
Boy Scouts, Apex International, 
the GLBT community, as a 
heritage and open space advocate 
and now City Councillor.”

Why did you choose to be an 
Independent Councillor?

“ T h e  r e a s o n  I ’ m  a n 
independent Councillor is that I 
don’t believe that party politics 
have a role in local government. 
I believe that councillors should 
be representing the community 
and community interests – that is 
why I am happy to be part of the 

Clover Moore Independent Team 
who are committed to working 
pro-actively and constructively 
to achieve an environmental, 
social, economic and culturally 
sustainable City of Sydney as both 
a City of Villages and Australia’s 
leading global city.”

What do you think you might 
add to the leadership of the City of 
Sydney Council?

Phillip feels that he has in 
his mind ideas, proposals and 
suggestions for debate, alongside 
a willingness to raise possible 
solutions. His interests in history 
and heritage, his past professional 
work as a geologist, and in a 
tourism-oriented business together 
with volunteer experiences stand 
him in good stead. He believes that 
he is “lucky to be part of a team 
where expertise is freely shared”. 

 
What are the most difficult 

aspects of working as Deputy 
Lord Mayor?

The key issue for Phillip, given 
that, under State Government 
legislation the role and allowance 
of a councillor is considered to be 
part-time, is finding enough time 

to do what needs to be done. It is 
a significant challenge to develop 
effective time-management. 

 
What do you see as most urgent 

in the policy areas at the moment?
Phillip sees the implementation 

of Sustainable Sydney 2030, 
facing Climate Change issues and 
continuing to give leadership in 
this area as having priority. This 
means that the building of creative 
relationships with other councils 
and all levels of government 
in relation to environmental 
sustainability is critical. 

 
What are your dreams for the 

future of the City of Sydney?
The new Deputy Lord Mayor 

dreams of a city that is tolerant, 
diverse, globally connected and 
culturally dynamic. He would 
like it to be pedestrian friendly 
and cycle friendly with effective 
and ef f ic ient  mass transi t 
arrangements. He imagines a 
city with an appreciation and 
readapting of heritage for the 
21st century, open spaces linked 
for people and wildlife and 
environmentally sustainable 
practices.  Quite an agenda! S

Dr Michael Valenzuela  
It’s Never Too Late to Change Your Mind:  

The role of exercise and cognitive stimulation 

Nicola Gates 
Can brain exercise prevent memory loss? 

Prof Henry Brodaty  
Can what you eat, drink and take  

prevent memory loss? 

Scientific and medical findings have shown that the mature brain 
can be recharged, thus improving quality of life and forestalling  

memory loss and dementia.    



It’s Never Too Late To 
Change Your Brain 


















Bookings Essential 
Please RSVP to  

Filomena Romano 
9382 3753 

Promising start for markets in the park

New Deputy Lord Mayor’s agenda

RedWater Markets in Redfern Park   Photo: Ali Blogg

Deputy Lord Mayor Phillip Black in Surry Hills   Photo: Ali Blogg
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the battle for 
Bourke Street  
The battle of Bourke Street has been 

going for some time. Many of the 

residents seem to be angry with 

the Council and its handling of the 

Bourke Street bikeway. Brian Noad 

of Surry Hills points out in his email 

sent out last month that Stage One 

of the bikeway is almost complete. 

Here is Brian’s report on Stage One, 

which is from Woolloomooloo to the 

Eastern Distributor entrance at Corfu 

Street: He points out that there is 

no parking during construction on 

the western side of Bourke Street. 

Bourke Street, during construction, 

seems to be one-way with lots of dust 

blowing around and jack hammering. 

There is no access to properties on 

the western side of the road due to a 

fence, which limits garbage collection 

and postal deliveries, etc. There is 

limited or no parking on the eastern 

side during construction. On the 

western side of the street, where it 

is narrow (south of Arthur Street to 

Devonshire Street), there will be a 

huge loss of amenities during and after 

construction. The flat section of the 

street, where there is a small section 

completed, seems OK but narrow.” 

When will the battle stop? The 

residents seem determined.  

So does Council!

 
Farewell to 
Redfern RSl?
A few months ago we reported on 

developments at Redfern RSL. The 

building had been sold to a developer 

to build 18 storeys and then the plan 

was for the RSL to buy a floor which 

it will fit out to become its new home. 

That all sounds good but the plan 

seemed to depend on a merger with a 

nearby club. However, the membership 

at a meeting rejected that proposal. 

As we go to press the Board hasn’t 

decided on where to go from here. 

We will have a full report next month. 

Police shut down 
unauthorised rave 
party in Alexandria
I’ve never understood the idea of 

rave parties. They seem to happen 

in old disused factories, probably 

fire traps. The organisers don’t have 

Council approval and usually upset 

residents nearby. On Saturday October 

17, police from Redfern Local Area 

Command were alerted to a large 

crowd congregating outside a disused 

building in Bourke Road, Alexandria. 

They attended the location and found 

around 500 people dancing throughout 

the building. The police media reports 

did say that the mood was positive, 

with no incidents of anti-social 

or criminal behavior observed by 

officers. However, at about 1am 

police returned to the scene, after 

receiving reports that a number of 

people had been assaulted inside the 

venue. They decided to shut down the 

event and move on the large crowd, 

which had grown to approximately 

800. Additional police resources 

were brought in, including the Public 

Order and Riot Squad and Rescue 

Squad, and a number of dance floors 

were progressively shut down and 

partygoers asked to leave. The crowd 

had dispersed by 5am with officers 

making one arrest for assaulting 

police and resisting arrest and issuing 

infringements to two other revellers 

for disobeying directions. If you were 

there I’d be interested to know why 

you like rave parties. Have you ever 

had a rave party happen in your street? 

Did you think it was okay? Email your 

comments to trevrssh@bigpond.net.au .

 
 
that erskineville 
supermarket!
As Fast News reported last month, that 

supermarket finally received approval, 

with the support of Clover’s team, but 

the campaign goes on. The website 

has a big black headline proclaiming 

‘Clover Kills City of Villages’. Every 

house in Erskineville was letterboxed 

with a pamphlet saying the same 

thing. They are angry. Rob Morrison 

has been talking to Erko people – read 

his report in this issue of the SSH. This 

issue will still be around at the next 

Council election!

A good way to 
spend Survival/
Australia Day
I always find Australia Day difficult. 

The seemingly thousands of people 

wrapping themselves in the Australian 

flag, and even flying Aussie flags from 

their balconies. If you want to escape 

that sort of stuff, come and join us 

on Tribal Warrior’s boat out on the 

Harbour, and help raise money for 

your favourite community newspaper! 

It should be a great evening. Come and 

meet the South Sydney Herald team!

 
the Secret millionaire 
visits the inner city
You may have seen the recent episode 

of The Secret Millionaire that featured 

The Settlement as well as other local 

NGOs. The Settlement was fortunate 

to receive $100,000 from Peter Bond, 

the “secret millionaire”. This will 

help to take pressure off some of The 

Settlement’s program needs, but it 

still has to raise money for the much 

needed building upgrade which will 

require greater funding. The Settlement 

has applied for funding to complete 

part of the upgrade from the Federal 

Government’s Community Building 

Partnership Project. The program 

provides a total of $300,000 in grants 

to each state electorate to build local 

community projects. The Settlement 

is in the Marrickville electorate. 

Carmel Tebbutt, the State MP, has 

launched a website where those in the 

Marrickville electorate can vote for the 

project they would prefer to receive 

funding. You can see it at http://cbp.

carmeltebbutt.com.au/Project/Details/

the-sydney-university-settlement .

  Have You Heard? 

tHe FASt newS
 WiTh Trevor davieS

Kelly lAne AnD  
niCHolAS mCCAllum

Las t  mon th  Ke l l y  Lane  and 
Nicholas McCallum interviewed the 
NSW Premier. There were more 
q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  n e e d e d  t o  b e 
asked. So we sent them by email and 
the Premier has provided the following 
responses.

Background: It was announced in the 
mini-budget that the Government was 
quitting the Australian Technology Park 
(ATP) in Redfern via sale of a 99-year 
lease. In the budget speech the sale of 
the ATP was dealt with simply as the 
divestment of a business park – the only 
consideration was “there is no evidence of 
market failure”. There was no recognition 
of this site for its historical technological 
innovation role and preservation role. 
The unique cultural and heritage values 
of the place cannot be understated. It 
was the bastion of Australian ingenuity 
and engineering excellence called the 
Eveleigh Locomotive Workshops. Part 
of the ATP is housed in the adaptively 
reused Eveleigh Locomotive Workshop 
building. This building also houses 
an extensive, largely intact, “state-of-
the-art” heritage machinery and tool 
collection complete with steam systems 
and assemblages and an “active” 
1880s operating heritage blacksmithing 
shop. The machinery collection and the 
operation of the blacksmithing bays are 
part of the interpretation required under 
a Conservation Management Plan for the 
site. In selling the site to a private buyer the 
Government is also selling the machinery, 
and the operating blacksmithing shop.
 
Question 1: Why is the Government 
“divesting” itself of such an important 
cultural industrial icon that has 
been state-owned since the 1870s? 

How does the Government expect a 
profit-seeking private buyer to see any 
commercial benefit from owning this 
state-registered machinery collection 
both static and operating? Why would 
a private owner want this sort of 
responsibility? What mechanisms 
will the Government put into place to 
safeguard the collection and perpetuity 
of the operating heritage blacksmithing 
shop, and oversee that the Conservation 
Management Plan (open to revision 
every five years) is not watered down 
but is adhered to?

Last November the NSW Government 
had to make some tough decisions 
through the mini-budget process. The 
Government is currently ensuring 
everything is in place before taking 
the ATP to the market for sale. Sale 
of the ATP will only be finalised once 
the Government has considered all 
market responses and is happy that 
best outcome will be achieved for the 
site. It is very important to understand 
that anybody who purchases the ATP 
site will be required to adhere to the 
heritage listings and management 
plan for the site as required by law. 
Question 2:Why doesn’t NSW have 
gross feed-in tariffs for solar-powered 
homes?

The NSW Government’s Solar Bonus 
Scheme will pay people 60 cents per 
kilowatt hour for electricity fed back 
into the grid from rooftop solar panels 
– making it one of the most generous 
schemes in Australia.

In adopting a generous net tariff 
scheme, the Government has balanced 
the objectives of supporting people who 
install solar but also minimising the costs 
for those electricity customers not able to 
install solar panels, such as renters and 
low-income families.

Question 3: There have been too 
many stories about the poor behaviour 

of Members of Parliament reported 
in the media in the past year. Given 
this, do you think that political parties 
have a responsibility to ensure that 
prospective candidates know of 
their obligations to perform in an 
ethical manner? What is the ALP and 
Government doing to encourage ethical 
behaviour?

I have said on many occasions that 
I expect the highest standards from 
Government Members of Parliament. 
That’s what the public expects and that’s 
what I expect.

Quest ion  4 :  Governments  o f 
all persuasions have privatised a 
whole range of things is there any 
service which you think can only be 
provided by Government?

I think the Government should always 
be responsible for important frontline 
services like health and education.

Q u e s t i o n  5 :  T h e  M e d i c a l l y 
Supervised Injection Centre has saved 
lives, as even Barry O’Farrell and 
John Brogden before him have said. 
But a Coalition Government would 
close it. Would your Government give 
consideration to making it permanent, 
and not  a  tr ial ,  and give some 
consideration to more of these sort of 
places across the State?

 The trial of the Medically Supervised 
Injecting Centre has been operating 
since May 2001. In July 2007, legislation 
was passed which extended the trial 
for a further four years to 31 October 
2011. The continuation of the trial was 
primarily to establish a longer-term 
evidence base about its effectiveness. 
It’s true the data so far is very good 
with measurable improvements for local 
residents, fewer deaths, fewer discarded 
needles and thousands of people referred 
for treatment. Cabinet will consider the 
centre’s future at a later date, informed 
by the evidence. S

Alex tAyloR

Residents, local activists and 
councillors are worried that hundreds 
of boarding house closures are 
damaging Kings Cross’  unique 
character and reducing important low-
cost housing in the inner city.

“I’m afraid the Cross [is] becoming 
a middle-upper-class monoculture … 
without drag queens, sex workers, old 
musicians, writers and single mothers,” 
says resident activist Jo Holder. “Boarding 
houses have played a huge role in socio-
economic and cultural diversity in the 
area and there’s a critical lack of them,” 
she says.   

The selling off of over 700 boarding 
houses in the area in the last decade has 
seen many lodgers evicted, and limited 
access to the inner city for low-income 
earners.

Graham Long, Pastor and CEO of the 
Wayside Chapel in Potts Point, finds beds 
for many private boarding house evictees. 
He says that boarding houses are “nasty”, 
and that often Kings Cross landlords 
charge up to $280 a week for a bed in a 
house of 15 beds, leaving tenants with 
under $40 for a week’s food and living 
expenses and reducing them to begging.  

However, he acknowledges that 
private boarding houses are often “the 
last line of defence” before street living. 
“The system is killing people – it’s a 
lousy, lousy spot to be in – but [when a 
boarding house closes] half of me wants 
to jump for joy and half of me wonders 
what the tenants will do now,” says 
Mr Long.  

Councillor Meredith Burgmann says 

that public housing is now “crisis 
housing for those with a disability or 
mental illness. The idea of public housing 
being for low-income earners is gone.”

Ms Burgmann says that with private 
boarding house closures, older, single 
low-income earners may now find 
it impossible to afford places in the 
inner city, which is now becoming “so 
gentrified that there’s no social diversity.”  

“Obviously I’m part of the gentrification 
so I can’t be too post-haste, but it’s sad 
to see an area lose its character,” says 
Councillor Burgmann. “Cheap boarding 
houses hardly exist in the Cross anymore: 
it used to be an area for older artists and 
jazz musicians … seamen, full of other 
people a bit like you, but those people 
can hardly afford to live in the Cross 
anymore,” she says. S

“i expect the highest standards”
 An interview with NSW Premier Nathan Rees (Part 2)

Closing the doors on Kings Cross culture

Former boarding house in Roslyn Street   Photo: Ali Blogg
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Eveleigh Markets Declared 
Best In Sydney
The Eveleigh Markets have won The Sydney Morning 
Herald 2010 Foodies Award for Best Markets in Sydney 
and more than 3,000 people a week are enjoying them.

In 2008 the NSW Government and the Redfern Waterloo 
Authority undertook a $3 million refurbishment of the 
heritage Blacksmith’s Workshop at North Eveleigh Rail 
yards. This refurbishment has resulted in the creation of 
Sydney’s Best Foodies Markets, the Eveleigh Markets.

Regular weekly trading of the markets started on Saturday 
28 February 2009 and rain, hail or shine have been 
attracting, on average, 3,000 people every week.

Because the markets are undercover they operate in 
all weather so people can shop and enjoy meeting 
those who bring their products to market.

I have spent many a Saturday morning at the markets 
with my family enjoying the produce, atmosphere 
and a Kangaroo pie from Yaama Dihyaan.

Places that have recently started operating are usually given a 
year to prove themselves, however the Eveleigh Markets have, 
in just seven months, shown they are the best in Sydney.

It is for this reason that the Eveleigh Markets, the Redfern 
Waterloo Authority and Australia Technology Park 
deserve special praise for this amazing achievement.

Locally grown farm fresh produce sold by the growers/
producers at Eveleigh Markets include:

Lamb, beef and pork, 
In season fruit and vegetables, 
Free range eggs and poultry, 
Honey, 
New season olive oils, 
Artisan bread, 
Shellfish, 
Goats cheese; and  
Baked goods.

The Eveleigh Markets are an undercover, traditional, authentic 
weekly Saturday Farmers’ Market held in the city of Sydney.

The market is held every Saturday between 8am and 1 pm, in the 
heritage-listed Eveleigh Market, Sydney’s only custom-renovated 
‘rain, hail, shine’ market venue 243 Wilson St, Darlington, 
NSW (Adjacent Carriage Works). I hope to see you there!

For more information visit www.eveleighmarkets.com.au

Kristina 
Keneally MP
MEMBER
FOR HEFFRON
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AnDRew ColliS

The Food Distribution Network 
(FDN) is a fresh food service, delivering 
quality fruit and vegetables to the frail 
aged, people living with disabilities 
and their carers.

The FDN’s 25th anniversary celebration 
on October 24 was an afternoon of 
conversation, laughter and fine food. 
Clients, volunteers and staff (past and 
present), distinguished guests and 
representatives from various funding 
bodies (DADHC, HACC, City of Sydney, 
Bobby Goldsmith Foundation, Positive 
Li fe and ACON) and community 
organisations recalled the FDN’s 
journey from food co-op to not-for-profit 
organisation, from the heart of the city 
to Darlington to present home at the 
Redfern Centre (in Ogden Lane, behind 
St Saviour’s Church).

Saltwater Murroona woman, Patricia 
Corowa, gave the Welcome to Country, 
acknowledging the traditional owners 
of the land and their commitment to 

“peace and a sustainable environment”. 
Ms Corowa offered congratulations to the 
FDN “for providing not only seasonal, 
but also affordable, fresh vegetables and 
fruit to a growing clientele of satisfied 
customers.”

The FDN serves more than 200 
households each week. 

Volunteer, Shaun Martin, has been 
involved for nine years. He works three 
days per fortnight packing “many boxes”. 
Mr Martin spoke excitedly about working 
with other volunteers, and about being 
part of an organisation that promotes 
health and independence. “It’s quality 
produce,” he said. “I’m very grateful 
for the past 25 years, and I foresee a 
bigger and brighter future for this very 
progressive enterprise.”

Mr Martin was quick to praise 
members of the FDN Management 
Commi t t ee,  Treasure r  Ca ro l ine 
Hammond, President Louise Fox, and 
Co-ordinator John Geerligs.

The occasion saw the launch of the 
FDN Anniversary Calendar, a labour 

of love by two long-standing project 
workers, writer/researcher Larry 
Wellings and artist Phillip Martin, as 
well as the launch of a documentary 
film called Food for People not for Profit: 
A Day in the life of FDN. The film allows 
a window into the operation of the FDN, 
from the purchase of wholesale fresh 
produce at Sydney Markets to packing 
boxes and home deliveries. 

Writer/director, Lara Cassar, expressed 
appreciation for her co-worker and 
editor, Brian Acraman. The aspiring 
filmmaker also spoke highly of Metro 
Screen. “It’s a great organisation which 
offers courses, grants, discounted hire 
of camera equipment, forums and 
scholarships,” Ms Cassar said. “Metro 
Screen also organised a test screening 
of the film, and the feedback was 
really helpful.”

Copies of the calendar and DVD 
were distributed, and lucky door prizes 
awarded – six fabulous boxes of fruit 
and veges typical of the fresh produce 
delivered regularly to clients. S

promoting health and independence

niCHolAS mCCAllum

In an effort to deter the use of 
vehicles on inner-city streets, Sydney 
City Council is pushing ahead with 
plans to carpet suburbs with paid 
meters and tighter parking restrictions. 
One suburb that will cop new meters 
is East Chippendale, situated between 
Abercrombie and Regent Streets. 

Council  suggests that the new 
restrictions will be imposed to increase 
vehicle turnover in the area and free-up 
spaces for residents. There is some merit 
to Council’s reasoning because of the 
area’s proximity to two universities and 
former Carlton Brewery site on which 
development will soon recommence. 
However, this is not a view shared by 
local business owners who have come 
together to fight Council’s proposal.

The East Chippendale Business 
Alliance (ECBA) has formed to lobby 
against the proposed parking controls, 
declaring that the parking study 
undertaken was flawed. 

Council hopes that the intended 
restrictions on long-term parking will 
decrease the volume of cars that enter 
East Chippendale as people opt for 
public transport, yet it also believes that 
imposing paid, short-term parking will be 
to the benefit of local business. But the 
ECBA has rejected this notion.

According to the Alliance’s media 
spokesperson, Murray Tregonning, the 
small wholesale operators who had 
moved to the area did so on the basis of 
free and easy access for customers.

“Five years ago there were no parking 
restrictions in the area at all and 
businesses made commercial decisions 

to locate here for that fact,” he stated. 
Commercial activity accounts for more 
than two thirds of the East Chippendale 
precinct, according to a conservative 
estimate from the group. 

As well as its stance against Council, 
the ECBA is at odds with local residents 
whom it perceives to be influencing the 
decision to impose parking restrictions. 
“For too long a vocal minority of time-rich 
‘residents’ who chose to inhabit for the 
lower-end property values, has swayed 
Council thinking and actions in this area,” 
the ECBA claimed.  

Council may suggest that parking 
restrictions are well intentioned as a 
means of addressing environmental 
concerns through reduced traffic volume 
in the city. However, the fundamental 
problem is that public transport does not 
currently provide an adequate alternative.  

In September this year Lord Mayor 
Clover Moore praised the 20,000 small to 
medium businesses that contribute more 

than $40 million to Sydney’s economy. 
This was at the launch of a free small 
business seminar. 

Ms Moore said the seminars “are 
just one way the City is helping small 
businesses navigate today’s challenging 
business environment”. 

The ECBA does not share the Mayor’s 
appraisal, despite Sydney Council 
suggesting that paid parking will be 
good for the suburb. For wholesale 
businesses, such as the ones found in East 
Chippendale, restricting vehicle access 
will restrict business. 

What won’t be detrimentally affected 
is Council’s parking revenue, which in 
the last seven years has garnered the 
City nearly $96 million from parking 
meters. “We understand the Council’s 
desire to increase its revenue base,” said 
Mr Tregonning. “But there must be a 
balance.”

Sydney City Council did not respond 
to the invitation for comment. S

Small business leaders watch the parking meters

Abercrombie Street in Chippendale   Photo: Ali Blogg

Tanya Plibersek MP, John Geerligs (FDN Co-ordinator), Wayne Lindeman (Project Worker) and Mark Ludbrooke (former FDN Co-ordinator)    Photo: Jill Lay
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Breakfast is essential for Chantelle 
Kemble. The 17-year-old discovered 
that when undertaking a short course 
in hospitality near where she grew 
up in the suburb of Waterloo, where 
more than 70 per cent of housing is 
public. The course was only for nine 
weeks, but they were a long nine 
weeks for Chantelle, on the back of 
four rough years.

In those four years she was in and 
out of school. Troubles at home were 
disrupting her vision. She dropped in 
to South Sydney Youth Services (SSYS), 
a non-government youth services 
provider. She returned time and time 
again, when things got tough, on the 
home front, at school. She tried to get 
back into the school. Mardi Angelopolos 
and Janelle Ghazi from SSYS gave it a 
number of shots. But it wasn’t going 
to happen. 

So a young teenage girl, estranged 
from school, was wandering Redfern 
and Waterloo, skating at the park to 
eat up time. “She was hanging out not 
doing much,” Shane Brown of the SSYS 
said. “That can always lead to trouble.”

A training centre in hospitality, 
located over the tracks in Darlington was 
running courses. It could be the start of 
something new.

“She had heard about Yaama Dhiyaan 
but she didn’t seem interested when 
we mentioned it,” Ms Angelopolos 
said. “Then something changed this 

year, and she decided to do it. She 
didn’t want to go back to school, and 
her uncle owns a restaurant, and it’s a 
short course, so it’s not something to be 
overwhelmed by.”

Everyday of the course SSYS picked 
up Chantelle and took her to the 
Darlington location. It soon became 
apparent that the breakfast Chantelle 
wasn’t getting at home, wherever that 
was, was much needed. “We realised 
that if she ate well in the morning, she 
was much more productive throughout 
her day,” Ms Angelopolos said.

Chantel le graduated from the 
Yaama Dhiyaan Hospitality Operations 

course two weeks ago [mid October]. 
The training college is an initiative 
of the Redfern-Waterloo Authority. 
Chantelle received a Certificate II for her 
efforts, as well as Responsible Service 
of Alcohol and Responsible Conduct 
of Gaming accreditations, and Barista 
(coffee) training. 

Not only that, she found herself her 
first job, working in the kitchen of her 
uncle’s restaurant in Bondi Junction. 
“The transformation has been really 
visible,” Shane said after Chantelle 
secured the job. “She has so much 
confidence in herself now. She’s back 
on track.” S

DoRotHy mCRAe-mCmAHon

On September 25, the Hon. Linda 
Burney, NSW Minister for Community 
Services and Minister for Women, 
officially announced the National 
Centre of Indigenous Excellence’s 
Youth Advisory Committee (NCIEYAC). 

The advisory committee is made up 
of 11 young people between the ages of 
12 and 18 who live, work or go to school 
in the South Sydney area. All committee 
members were chosen “because they 
demonstrated a passion and enthusiasm 
for issues affecting young people in their 
communities and for their desire to have 
their voices heard on a national scale”.

Talking with two of the young people 
selected was inspiring in itself. Bianca 
Ceissman is 13 years old. Her people 
originally come from Coonabarabran 
and she now lives in Woolloomooloo 

and attends school at St Scholastica’s 
in Glebe.

She believes that 13 to 14 year-olds 
are often overlooked in favour of those 
regarded as “children” or “young 
people”. She wanted to have a voice 
for her age group and to participate in 
community life. She also particularly 
wanted to represent “non-sporty” 
leadership.

Bianca feels that this experience will 
add to her future, in that she will learn 
new skills from the rest of the group 
and find confidence in speaking out and 
having an influence for good changes. 
The most important hope she has for her 
people is that they will want to succeed 
in life and gain more ways of effectively 
putting forward their viewpoints.

In the end, she would like to be a 
lawyer and a public speaker.

Jacob Saunders is one of seven 
brothers and two sisters. His people 

come from the Taree and Kempsey area 
– the Birripi and Dunghutti people. He 
attends the Alexandria Park Community 
School and lives in St Peters. He is 
learning a lot by being an Aboriginal 
Trainee Indigenous Service Officer at 
Redfern Centrelink. He is also grateful 
to be part of the Aboriginal Men’s Group 
which has given him the experience of 
standing up and speaking before crowds 
of people.

He has many aims – to stop violence, 
crime, drug use and abuse and to 
generally help the Redfern community. 
He would like to show his people 
that there is more than they realise 
ahead of them, and to be a role model 
for that hope.

Jacob thinks being part of the 
NCIEYAC will mean that he will be 
meeting more people and that he 
will learn to believe that “little things 
may lead to big things”. His hopes for 

indigenous youth to advise on excellence
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Chantelle Kemble and Mardi Angelopolos   Photo: Supplied
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Indigenous people in general are that he 
can help create more opportunities for their 
employment, encourage better education 
and become “one mob standing together” 
who believe that “we can do it!”

May they and the other members of 
the new National Centre of Indigenous 
Excellence’s Youth Advisory Committee 
achieve their aims and feel the warm support 
of the South Sydney community! S
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A national speaking tour raising 
awareness for the Ampilatwatja 
Community Walk Off in the Northern 
Territory has come to a close in Alice 
Springs.

 
After four weeks of traveling the east 

coast and sharing the plight of his people 
with hundreds of supporters in Sydney, 
Canberra, Melbourne, Brisbane and Alice 
Springs, the spokesperson for the walk 
off, Richard Downs, has described the 
tour as “fantastic”.

“The support is overwhelming. The 
encouragement from the union movement 
has been particularly fantastic. The 
donations are rolling in,” said Mr Downs.

The Ampilatwatja Walk Off was 
launched in July by 40 Alywarra 
E lders  to  pro tes t  draconian NT 
Intervention measures and shocking 
housing conditions. The Ampilatwatja 
community, located 350kms north-east 
of Alice Springs, is a “Prescribed Area” 
under Intervention legislation. Over 200 
people have joined the Walk Off protest 
camp which is located 3km from the 
community.

“Aboriginal people had no other option 
but to walk off the Prescribed Area … 
We no longer have any rights to exist 
as humans in our own country and are 
outcasts in our own community,” said 
Richard Downs.

“We’re saying no. We’re never ever 
going back to that community to live 
under the controls and measures [of the 
NT Intervention],” continued Downs.

Harry Jaggamurra Nelson, community 
spokesperson for Yuendumu located 
300kms north-west of Alice Springs, 
joined Richard Downs on the speaking 
tour. Yuendumu has expressed staunch 
opposition to the Intervention since its 
inception in June 2007 and is currently 
refusing to sign a 40-year lease over 
community lands in exchange for basic 
housing services.

The speaking tour came just two 
weeks after the return of a Unions 
NSW delegation which visited NT 
communities, including Yuendumu and 
the Ampilatwatja protest camp.

Throughout the tour, vibrant and 
successful meetings with union branches 
and rank and file members testified to 
the strengthening relationship between 
the union movement and the campaign 

to repeal the NT Intervention.
At a briefing meeting co-hosted by 

Unions NSW Indigenous Committee, 
ANTaR and Stop The Intervention 
Collective Sydney, over 40 unionists 
pledged ongoing support for the Walk Off 
and anti-Intervention campaign.

Similarly, political and financial 
support was offered by hundreds of 
students and community members at 

public forums up and down the east 
coast. Amnesty International has also 
given full support to the campaign. 

“The time is now, to unite. Brothers 
and sisters, black and white, we have 
the power to stop the government from 
imposing racism and divisions,” Mr 
Downs concluded.

A national day of action calling for 
an end to the NT Intervention has 

been called for February 13, 2010 – the 
two-year anniversary of Kevin Rudd’s 
Apology. S

To get involved in the campaign or 

for information see  

www.stoptheintervention.org or  

www.interventionwalkoff.wordpress.com 

Olivia Nigro is a member of Stop The 

Intervention Collective Sydney.

neil wHitFielD

“My dictionary has just three 
words,” Aunty Beryl Van-Oploo says. 
“Communication, Education, Respect. 
That’s what I tell those students in there 
all the time.”

Not a bad dictionary that, and there’s 
a story and a half behind it.

Three years ago, following an initiative 
by the Redfern Waterloo Authority (RWA), 
Aunty Beryl co-founded the Yaama 
Dhiyaan Hospitality and Function Centre 
with chef Matthew Cribb. The Centre 
is in Wilson Street, Darlington, just by 
CarriageWorks. Those three years have 
seen quite a few personal transformations 
– young students made confident enough 
by their success at Certificate II Hospitality 
to go back and do the HSC; families now 
well fed with good slow food and a real 
knowledge of nutrition; people finding 
jobs in the hospitality sector.  

Of the 106 graduates who have now 
completed the nine-week hospitality 
training course with Yaama Dhiyaan, 
66 per cent have gained employment or 
moved on to further education.  

Institutions like Yaama Dhiyaan don’t 
come from nowhere, and in this case it 
is a long-held dream that holds the key. 
As a young girl in Walgett with no formal 
education, Aunty Beryl dared to dream. 
She knew education was the key and 
dreamed of one day bringing back to the 
community whatever skills she might 
learn. At 16 she was in Sydney working as 
a nanny in an upper-middle-class Eastern 

Suburbs family. “Yeah, I had to learn to 
read then, what with the kids going to 
Sydney Grammar.” So she did, and that 
was just a beginning. She remained close 
to that family and still does.

Her real formal education began at 
age 31 while she was working as a cook 
at the Murraweena preschool, then in 
Surry Hills. She worked days and at night 
studied nutrition and budget cooking at 
East Sydney TAFE. This was something 

she felt she could take back to the 
community. Then she met a challenge: an 
invitation to become a trainee teacher for 
TAFE. “But I have no formal education,” 
she countered. That, she was told, 
would look after itself as she had the life 
skills and knowledge and an ability to 
communicate.

It didn’t quite look after itself as she 
found herself working as before, going to 
TAFE, and undergoing teacher training. 

When I asked her when she slept she just 
smiled. She graduated in 1988. Graduating 
in 1988 she went ahead in her new career. 
When retirement loomed, the RWA made 
her an offer. Here was at last the greatest 
chance to bring all that knowledge and 
experience right back into the heart of the 
community and make a real difference. 
She decided to give it a go for 12 months 
– and now it’s three years.

Aunty Beryl has been part of the 

Redfern community for 50 years now, but 
her beginnings are with the Gamillaroi 
people. The Centre’s website says: “Yaama 
means ‘welcome’ and Dhiyaan means 
‘family and friends’ in Aunty Beryl’s 
Yuwaalaraay language of the Gamillaroi 
people of north west New South Wales.”

“A great life,” I read somewhere years 
ago, “is a dream formed in childhood 
made real in maturity.” Aunty Beryl would 
probably reject that applying to herself, 
but it’s hard to deny.

She wanted to know if this would be a 
positive story as we had talked a bit about 
the dark side and the way Aboriginal 
issues are represented so often in politics 
and the mainstream media. How could 
it not be positive? Seeing the college, the 
students, and meeting Aunty Beryl have 
been inspiring. Anyone who dropped in 
would be inspired too – and well fed, if 
you happen by when food is on offer. 
As Aunty Beryl told SBS’s Living Black: 
“We specialise in bush tucker. We might 
have crocodile – we’ll do that with a 
lemon myrtle sauce, we might have 
kangaroo and we’ll just do that with 
skewers, and make a bush tomato sauce 
for that, vegetables in some of our herbs 
and spices.”

But it is the transformation of lives that 
is the real work at Yaama Dhiyaan. “You 
can’t forget the past because that is who 
you are. It’s in your heart,” Aunty Beryl told 
me. “But we have to move on for the sake 
of the future generation. Some come here 
needing their self-esteem building up and 
we show them they can have confidence, 
and they do have choices.” S

F e A t u R e S

“We’re never ever going back to that community…”   
  Elders speak out against NT Intervention

aunty Beryl’s three-word dictionary

Elders Rex Japanangka Granites, Harry Jaggamurra Nelson and Richard Downs   Photo: Lisa Hogben

Aunty Beryl Van-Oploo with chef, Matthew Cribb   Photo: Ali Blogg
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Got a pen? Write down the first words 
you think of at the mention Islam. You 
have 20 seconds, starting now. Okay, stop 
writing. Does your list include terrorism, 
suicide bombings, ranting mullahs, 
Osama bin Laden, 9/11, honour killings, 
wife beating, or other similar examples 
of reprehensible social conduct?

If you live in Australia and are not a 
Muslim yourself, chances are that at least 
a couple of these despicable concepts will 
be there staring back at you now from 
the page.

And why wouldn’t they? We encounter 
so many negative Islamic stereotypes in 
the media that it appears like every male 
Muslim is an unshaven fanatic awaiting 
his call-up for martyrdom, while Muslim 
women are victims of a patriarchal system 
that keeps them in head-scarves and abject 
servitude. 

So, it must seem incredible that anyone 
would actually want to be a Muslim. And 
yet, on the latest count, 1.5 billion people 
around the world suffer from the condition, 
and Australians – especially women – are 
converting in record numbers. 

Is this some mass-phenomenon of 
nature, like religious lemmings jumping 
off a spiritual cliff, or could Islam actually 
exert a positive influence on the lives of its 
adherents and be a gift to the Australian 
community?

To answer that question, let’s throw 
away that bit of paper listing everything 
that Muslims and Westerners alike agree 
are the antitheses of civilised behaviour.

If we disentangle the reality from the 
scare-tactics, and remove the mention of 
religion altogether, it’s incredible to realise 
just how easily the Islamic lifestyle could 
become the subject of a how-to article in a 
women’s or men’s health magazine.

Can you imagine, for instance, how it 
would feel if, five times every day, without 
fail, you switched off the stress of modern 
life and spent a few minutes contemplating 
the things that really matter? 

It would be the “me” time that therapists 
recommend to their strung-out patients, 
where you concentrate on the big issues, 
isolate the little ones that are causing so 
much concern, and empower yourself with 
strategies to address them. Muslims call this 
their daily prayers, and they perform them 
no matter how pressing the circumstances 
of the outside world. A burden? Hardly. 

To a Muslim, the obligation to stop what 
you’re doing so as to make peace with your 

small role in creation is a mercy, and an 
ongoing source of personal enrichment.

Then there’s alcohol. How many times 
have you woken with pounding temples, 
and vowed to give up the grog because it 
makes you feel so wretched, depressed – 
and probably fat as well? Imagine a lifestyle 
where alcohol simply wasn’t an option, 
and you never again needed to fear being 
reminded of what a unique table-dancer 
you are. Instead, you could discover friends 
who remain the same people at the end of 
the night as they were at the beginning.

And no Dom Perignon could ever match 
the sublime feeling on the palate of a cold 
tamarind drink going down after a hard 
day’s fasting. Ah yes, fasting – the thing that 
Muslims, and an increasing number of non-
Muslims as well – do during the holy month 
of Ramadan. You may think not eating 
and drinking during the day results in just 
hunger and misery, but Muslims regard it 
as the highlight of their year, especially the 
feeling of elation every evening when the 
fast is broken in the company of family and 
friends, all sharing in the same experience 
as a community.

The list of desirable benefits of this 
lifestyle goes on, from Islam’s colour-
blindness (people are judged only by 
their character, not their nationality) to 
its sense of social connection (strangers 
call each other “brother” or “sister” from 
first meeting), and obligatory donations to 
charity. Non-Muslim economists are even 
touting the interest-free Islamic finance 
system as a potential panacea for the 
world’s current banking woes.

But perhaps Islam’s most beautiful gift 
to Australians is its very greeting, Assalamu 
alaikum – “Peace be with you”. Muslims 
are obliged to respond Alaikum salaam – 
“And peace be with you” – a compulsory 
behaviour that resonates with every decent 
human being, regardless of their religious 
orientation.

And it would be that word – peace – 
along with mercy, community, respect, 
tolerance, humility and obligation toward 
others that a Muslim, and an increasing 
number of interested non-Muslims, would 
write on a page in response to the mention 
of Islam.

Martin Buzacott is a revert (often known 

as convert) to Islam and works for the 

ABC as its Artist and Repertoire and 

Marketing Manager. Akram Gamielden 

came to Australia as a migrant. His father 

was the Mufti (most senior Imam) of 

South Africa. He now works for Qantas. 

These two friends were invited to write 

the SSH Faith Column for this month.
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Having just returned from a hospital 
visiting an elderly person who was 
knocked down on a footpath by a 
bicyclist I looked up some reference 
material on the subject of bicycles and 
their usage. I found a mounting wave 
of lobbying activity by the Bicycle 
Warriors for bicyclists to be given 
preferential treatment by local, state, 
and federal governments. 

This group ignores the reality of the 
demographics of our society – the average 
age is rapidly increasing – which means 
that the number of potential bicyclists is 
diminishing in direct proportion.

This group also ignores the reality of 
the geography, especially the topography, 
of Australia’s residential areas – the vast 
majority have hills, unlike Holland where 
cigar-smoking grandmothers ride bicycles 
(frequently fitted with small engines) on 
billiard-table flat roads.

Now it wants the government and local 
councils to reduce the vehicle carrying 
capacity of the already overloaded 
roadways and give bicyclists exclusive use 
of lanes, with no cost recovery from the 
bicyclists – in short, a free ride.

Another indication of the Bicycle 
Warriors’ lobbying power is the decision 
by the City of Sydney Council to build a 
dedicated 200km network of cycleways 
by 2017. The City of Sydney has also 
joined with 14 other inner-city councils 
in asking the Federal Government for 
$295m to build an extra 245km of paths 
in the Sydney metropolitan area, including 
a 1.6km elevated pathway linking the 
Warringah Freeway with the Harbour 
Bridge at a projected cost of $30m.

The same council is now wanting to 
allow all bicyclists to ride on footpaths. 
Footpaths, by their very name, are for 
people walking. How the Council is 

going to prevent pedestrians being hit 
and knocked over by bicyclists is one of 
life’s mysteries. 

This is from a council that cannot 
fix a pothole on a roadway, or provide 
footpaths that are not broken and uneven, 
do not trip the elderly, do not snare 
women’s shoe heels, and do not provide 
an obstacle course for parents pushing 
prams. Instead of using ratepayers’ money 
to provide basic services to the majority, 
it is spending hundreds of millions of 
dollars catering to the wishes of a rapidly 
decreasing minority.

Recently, a group wrote to the NSW 
Roads Minister raising some areas of 
concern around bicyclists and the manner 
in which they conducted themselves. The 
concerns were as follows: The inability 
to identify the bicycle that is involved 
in or causes a collision and/or property 
damage; The failure of the government 
to require bicycles to be registered and 
subjected to annual checks for fitness 
to be used on public roadways, as is 
the case for motorists; The failure of the 
government to require bicycle owners 
to pay Green Slip insurance, as is the 
case for motor vehicles, and thus offset 
the medical costs, both immediate and 
ongoing, incurred by victims of bicycles; 
The failure of the government to require 
bicyclists to demonstrate knowledge of 
the Road Rules prior to being allowed to 
ride on public roadways, as is the case 
for motorists; The consistent breaching of 
the Road Rules by bicyclists eg. failure to 
obey traffic lights, compulsory stop signs, 
riding on footpaths, ignoring pedestrian 
crossings, failure to use mandated safety 
equipment, failure to wear approved 
safety helmet; The State’s loss of revenue 
due to failure to take the same action 
requiring compliance with the laws 
covering the operation of bicycles, as is 
done in the case of motor vehicles; The 
lack of legal options to initially enforce 

compliance with the law and, in the 
case of serial offenders, the legal option 
of cancelling permission to operate a 
bicycle, as is the case for motorists; The 
potential for extremely severe adverse 
lifestyle outcomes arising from both 
broken bones and soft tissue damage, 
especially for the elderly, arising from the 
operation of bicycles on footpaths; The 
medical expenses incurred when hit by a 
bicyclist and the expenses of the ongoing 
physiotherapy, mobility aids etc., currently 
incurred by the injured, unlike the case if 
a motor vehicle was involved.

The view of the Roads Minister, as per 
his response to the group, was “that the 
environmental and traffic management 
advantages provided by bicycle riding 
outweighed the safety and wellbeing of 
pedestrians, and that registration and 
licensing would have a negative impact 
on these advantages.”

This view demonstrates: An absolute 
disregard for pedestrians; Failure to 
recognise that pedestrians pose a far 
lower level of adverse environmental 
and traffic management impact than 
bicyclists; Support for the giving of benefit 
without accountability, or payment, to a 
minority at the expense of the majority; 
An absolute disregard for the elderly, 
those most at risk from the activities of 
bicyclists, and; A failure to recognise the 
NSW Government’s Stronger Together, a 
new direction for disability services in 
NSW 2006-2016. 

This politician, and the City of Sydney 
Councillors, should visit the elderly 
person I visited in hospital. This formerly 
mobile person is now condemned to 
surviving a reduced lifetime, with a high 
level of pain, in a wheelchair, courtesy of 
an untraceable bicyclist’s actions.

An abridged version of article first 

published in the Rimfire Review, 

Monday June 22, 2009.

Many Australians forget that 
some people are abused in 
childhood. They also forget 

that without the right help the impact 
of abuse can last right into old age. 
Adults Surviving Child Abuse (ASCA) is 
inviting all to help “untangle the knot of 
child abuse” and provide the care and 
support survivors need to live healthy 
constructive lives. ASCA is launching 
its annual Forget-me-knot Day on Friday 
November 13, and the occasion offers 
opportunities for reflection and action.

This year ASCA delivered over 
40 workshops around the country 

to survivors and to health care 
professionals. The workshops are 
making a real difference to the lives 
of adult survivors, and improving the 
skills of the heath care professionals 
who see them.

A number of churches, synagogues 
and other faith-based communities 
will be holding services during the 
international Child Abuse Prevention 
Week from November 13-19. These 
services will be focused on preventing 
child abuse and supporting adult 
survivors. A service will be held at the 
South Sydney Uniting Church on Sunday 

November 15.
There’s also a Forget-me-knot art 

competition. For a chance to win two 
return flight economy airfares to New 
York, two days accommodation and free 
entry to the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, simply tie up an inanimate object in 
a tangled knot using ASCA ribbon, take 
a photo and send it in to ASCA. Entry is 
free and there is no limit to the number 
of entries. Enter now!

To purchase ASCA pins, ribbon, Appeal 

envelopes, and to register for a faith-

based service go to www.asca.org.au
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inappropriate whingeing

Failed Liberal Party Sydney Council 
2007 candidate Edward Mandla should 
know better (‘Living for the city’, SSH 
October 2009). Whingeing about his 
apartment’s administration on well-
to-do Elizabeth Street, CBD, is not 
appropriate. “Council doesn’t care,” 
he rightly says, but the Strata Schemes 
Act is governed by State Government, 
not councils. His Liberal Party has not 
confirmed any changes as part of its 2011 
election platform. Perhaps this is where he 
should be looking for assistance?

B & S Savage 
Kings Cross

not happy, Dan

I was one of the three customers 
robbed last night [Oct 12] when Dan 
Murphy’s was robbed. I lost $230 in cash. 
I spoke to the regional manager of Dan 
Murphy’s this morning and asked that my 
$230 be refunded as an act of good faith, 
as that store had recently been held up at 
gun point and no security guard assigned 
thereafter to protect staff and customers. 
The regional manager’s response was 

simply “no”. I will not shop at this store 
again. The reality is that the commercial/
industrial area is too vulnerable to crime 
after hours.

Justin Field 
Kogarah Bay

Strange plans to block streets
I have recently read about Sydney 

Council ’s proposed traff ic plans 
throughout Erskineville, Newtown, 
Darlington and Chippendale but was 
unable to attend the recent community 
meeting. A lot of the proposed changes 
seem very beneficial to residents in those 
areas, however the proposed blocking 
of Shepherd Street at Abercrombie 
Street, Darlington, seems rather strange. 
Abercrombie Street is left turn only at 
Cleveland Street and as some Darlington 
residents already know, the University 
of Sydney has already proposed to 
block Butlin Ave/Codrington Street to 
cars, as part of its Campus 2020 Draft 
Masterplan. If both of these changes go 
ahead, it seems we will forced to drive 
more circuitous routes to travel out of our 
suburb because Council will have blocked 
off the most practical ones.

J. Sams 
Darlington
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Jane Barton

Sydney-based theatre company, 
Version 1.0, have a manifesto, 
are nominally anarchist, and so 
committed to a continual “process” 
that nothing they do is ever really 
finished. They are to local theatre 
what the platypus is to wildlife – 
rare and beautiful, but a bit odd.

Sydney has always had a 
dynamic alternative theatre 
scene, though like many radical 
art forms, it suffered under a 
conservative government.

Kym Vercoe, actor and company 
member, describes Version 1.0 as: 
“A democracy of artists … with 
rarely a singular director. The works 
created are a company-devised 
process with any number of outside 
eyes coming in to assist once or 
twice a week, to give feedback on 
what we are doing. The overall 
vision is the vision of the people on 
the floor as opposed to one driving 
force of a director in the room.”

The company structure is 
largely the same – a flat structure, 
reflected in the work where ideas 
are generated and the best people 
to do the job are brought in. “We 
all fight a lot about everything, we 
argue and argue, and that’s one 
of the strengths of the company 
that we can do that and come 
out the other side, you don’t take 
things personally, we’re trying to 
provoke our audience,” she says.

Founded in 1998 by Theatre 
Nepean graduates, the work of 
Version 1.0 took a political direction 
in 2003 in collaboration with the 
Head of Performance Studies at 
Sydney Uni, Dr Paul Dwyer.

“Paul Dwyer from Sydney 
Uni had been reading Hansard, 
the parliamentary transcripts, 

and he made a connection 
between [Hansard and] what 
the company was already doing 
and he thought Hansard had 
theatrical potential,” Vercoe says.

“And then there was the Senate 
enquiry into the ‘children overboard’ 
incident and that was the beginning 
of that sort of ‘verbatim’ style [of 
performance], using those particular 
materials to create CMI (A Certain 
Maritime Incident) [2004]. There 
was such a strong response, 

the company was interested in 
continuing that sort of work.”

CMI (A Certain Maritime 
Incident), Deeply Offensive and 
Utterly Untrue and The Wages of 
Spin cemented their unique style 
and position in the local scene.

The most recent work, This 
Kind of Ruckus, focused on issues 
of gender, violence, consent, 
power and control. Kym Vercoe 
describes some of the background 
development to that show.

“There’d been so much stuff 
in the media. We’re interested 
in the slippery stuff, where you 
can almost equally argue both 
sides of something. I think that 
became very focused for us with 
the technical rape case in Adelaide 
that we reference in the show. You 
know, the woman falls asleep and 
the man has sex with her and he’s 
charged and sentenced to a lesser 
degree of rape. That became a huge 
debating point for us because we 

could see both sides of the story, 
we could see the judge’s side and 
then we could see the other side 
that says, well, rape is rape and 
this guy’s been let off the hook. 
A lot of people say, So, was that 
bit Matthew Johns?, or whatever, 
so people also want to have those 
discussions with you or with each 
other. That’s the kind of debate we 
want to inspire in our audiences.”

www.versiononepointzero.com

eve GiBson

Artist Maggie Stein has just 
released her Newtown Calendar, 
showcasing linocuts of the local 
area done over the past four years. 
The calendar has been designed 
by DPM (Enmore) and printed 
locally, so if you’re in love with 
Newtown, like to buy local products 

and support local artists, this may 
be the new-year calendar for you. 

Alongside the Newtown 
Calendar, Maggie has also 
produced a colouring book – Local 
Colour – Inspired by Newtown.

Maggie will be selling the 
calendars at the Newtown Festival, 
and at the Eveleigh Artisans’ Market 
on the first Sundays in November 

and December. If you miss her at 
these events you can grab a calendar 
and/or book from Art on King, 
Better Read Than Dead, or from her 
website: www.maggiestein.com.au .

The SSH has three copies 

of the Newtown Calendar 

to give away. Send an email 

to editor@ssh.com.au .

12 Stephen Street   Image: Maggie Stein

Newtown days, weeks and months

An interview with Kym Vercoe

Performance as  
radical politics

Kym Vercoe in This Kind of Ruckus   Photo: Heidrun Lohr

Detox   Image: Maggie Stein
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Film Review 
by Lindsay Cohen 

Moon 
Director: Duncan Jones  
(aka the son of David Bowie)
Starring: Sam Rockwell 
Genre: Sci-fi as you 
remember it

It’s a rare treat indeed for a science 
fiction film (or any film for that matter) 
to remind you of your childhood, but 
Moon does just that. If you, like me, grew 
up discussing Star Trek, Doctor Who, 
Space 1999, Red Dwarf or Blake’s 7 with 
your friends when you should have been 
studying for your HSC or university 
exams, then Moon is the film for you.

Moon returns science fiction to its 
clunky beeping robotic roots. It may not 
have the monsters, time travel, comedy 
or aliens of any of the TV shows of the 
time but it does feel like it was made in 
the 1970s. 

There’s everything in here to make a 
grown man who used to play with toy 
space ships weep for joy – plastic moon 
vehicles bouncing along a dusty lunar 
surface, slow motion moon walking, a 
robot that looks like a robot (as opposed 
to a human or an overly shiny cyborg) 
that speaks in a pleasant tone (plus 
emoticons) and simple moral lessons 
with warnings about the future.

Moon demonstrates that when it 
comes to film making less really can be 
more. There are no computer graphics 
(or if there are then they’re so good 
as to make it appear that there aren’t) 
and for all intents and purposes there 
is only one actor (a very good one) in 
a minimalist claustrophobic set. Sure 
there are plot holes, implausibilities and 
discontinuities but that’s the nature of 
good science fiction – simple enjoyment 
and long-winded discussions about the 
un-likeliness of it all.

Rating: Full-price admission, 2 
choctops, medium popcorn, a large drink 
and space food sticks afterwards.

 » film@ssh.com.au

 
Theatre Reviews 
by Jane Barton 

The Bougainville  
Photoplay Project 
Devised and Performed by  
Dr Paul Dwyer 
Directed by David Williams 
With Version 1.0 and Tamarama 
Rock Surfers 
Old Fitzroy Hotel 13 - 31 Oct

Paul Dwyer’s Bougainville unfolds 
delicately. The footsteps he follows 
are those of his father, a renowned 
orthopedic surgeon who traveled to 
Bougainville in the 1960s and performed 
many operations that assisted local 

people to walk. In one fantastic photo 
he is seen dressing the wounds of a 
leper. But so much has happened since 
then. A giant Australian copper mine 
stripped away the forests and polluted 
the environment; a civil war; a deaf, 
dumb and blind former colonial power 
complicit with the PNG military. 
Dwyer’s starting point is restorative 
justice practices in the historical light of 
the conflict between the BRA, the PNG 
Defence Force and local mercenaries. 
He reveals in shocking detail the results 
of the conflict and its impact on the 
relationship between local communities 
some of whom were paid as mercenaries 
by the PNGDF. He invites his audience 
to assess our level of engagement and 
responsibility and he humbly offers us 
the chance to have a dialogue with the 
people of Bougainville about the current 
status of the relationship between 
Australia and its former colony.

All this is managed with an effortless 
theatricality that switches between slides, 
Super 8, video, extracts from letters, 
recreations and captivating storytelling. 
The connection Paul Dwyer has with 
Bougainville, thanks to his father, is 
heartfelt and tinged with pathos. There 
are slides of his siblings on trips with 
his Dad and continual references to his 
Mum’s attic where he has located the 
treasure trove of material describing his 
father’s medical work – stuff he says is on 
migration from her attic to his “via the 
Old Fitz”. It’s a modest claim. This show 
has already toured widely, including to 
the UK. He describes, almost in passing, 
the premature death of his Father from 
lung cancer, and the audience is charged 
to the grief of Paul the small boy. The 
intertwine of this personal and political 
Bougainville story evolves with a piquant 
poignancy.

Paul Dwyer’s gentle eccentricities cast 
him in a particular mould. An intellectual 
with a great sense of himself, his family 
history, his country and its colonial 
past, he uses his own ethnography to 
entertain and educate. His first words, 
“Good evening, I’m Dr Paul Dwyer from 
the University of Sydney”, place him 
specifically as an authority but are ironic, 
sharply undercut by the spinal column 
he carries onto the small stage at the 
Old Fitz. Echoes of “Dr Livingston, I 
presume …” float in the theatrical ether. 
Highly recommended.
 

Missing the Bus to David Jones
Theatre Kantanka
The Performance Space
Director: Carlos Gomes
Performers: Valerie Berry, Rosie 
Lalevich, Arky Michael, Katia 
Molino, Phillip Mills, Kym Vercoe

It’s hard to make old age attractive, 
sexy and appealing – most of the 
“push factors” that entice an audience 
into the theatre. In so many ways this 
performance goes against the grain, 
yet succeeds wildly in its humble aims 
because it is so rigorously ethical. 
Theatre Kantanka, a Sydney project-
based arts company, has delved into the 
nightmarish world of aged care facilities 
and the result is a series of compelling, 

The Reviews sympathetic sketches of an unfamiliar 
world. Missing the Bus to David Jones 
is, oddly enough, an elegy to aged care 
facilities and the aged.

An uneasy anticipation precedes 
the performance, reinforced during 
the opening moments by the shards 
of Simone de Beauvoir text reminding 
us of our transience. What follows is 
a deft piece – illustrative, instructive 
and truthful. It forces self-analysis, an 
auditing of one’s personal situation, 
whether you like it or not. What might 
have been grotesque in less sensitive 
hands leaves the audience uplifted and 
with a sense of having been graced 
by the presence of the aged. It’s a 
confronting topic but the performance 
never loses touch with the humanity 
of its subjects. The performers are 
wonderfully skilled, embodying staff, 
family and clients in varying states of 
mental decay. Humour, pathos, disgust 
and grief are all traversed with an 
intense honesty. In researching Missing 
the Bus to David Jones, director Carlos 
Gomes and his performers entered 
“the hidden micro-universe existing in 
care facilities scattered throughout this 
city”. The aesthetics are uncomfortable 
and unappealing – the ubiquitous vinyl 
chairs, dried-out aquariums and plastic 
flowers of any aged care facility, even the 
up-market ones. The brief but pointed 
comments about the profit motive of the 
industry are a wry insertion, indicating 
that there isn’t much Gomes has shied 
away from, although this is an entirely 
different exploration of aged care – one 
that is visceral, tactile and emotional. 
Perceptual shifts are ably supported 
by Nick Wishart’s sound design. The 
audience this piece will attract will be 
limited, because of its short run and 
subject matter, to a peculiar breed of 
performers and intellectuals who are 
interested in process and ideas. That in 
itself is a sad indictment of the general 
level of “theatre literacy” in Sydney.

 » theatre@ssh.com.au

 
Book Review 
by Marg Vazey 

Wolf Hall
Hilary Mantel
Fourth Estate, London, 2009

The political scene is deplorable: so 
much fighting, gossiping, back-stabbing, 
denigrating, character-assassinating, and 
cheating! When will we all behave like 
civilised beings? 

After reading this book, I think it 
is fair to say that we do seem to have, 
collectively, improved slightly. At least in 
our system, we do not behead our fellow 
humans anymore, or disembowel them, 
or burn them at the stake.

Five hundred years ago was a time 
of rapid change in Europe. England 
was about to enter a period of great 
turmoil. In 1509, Henry VIII ascended 
the throne. He was a very popular king. 
He married his older brother’s widow, 
Catherine of Aragon. He loved and 
respected her and all was well except that 
the marriage did not produce a male heir. 
It was the woman’s fault, of course, so 
after 20 years of what appeared to be a 
good marriage, Henry wanted to either 
divorce his wife or have the marriage 
annulled.

The Church would not allow this to 
happen. The Pope firmly maintained 
his authority over all religious matters, 
including, at this time, his opposition 
to the translation of the Bible into local 
languages. Such activity was considered 
heretical.

Into this troubled scene stepped an 
extraordinarily capable and gifted man, 
Thomas Cromwell, who was given the 
task of sorting out the king’s problems. 
This book imaginatively explores the life, 
work, and fortunes of this amazing man 
during this troubled period of England’s 
history. Although the story is based 
on historical fact, the author fleshes 
out all the characters involved, their 
conversations, and their secrets. Thomas 
Cromwell shines, and convinces, as a 
man of great humanity. Anne Boleyn, 
Henry’s second wife is disturbingly 
selfish and ambitious. Tragedy looms.

Read this large (and somewhat 
daunting) book (which has just won 
the Man Booker Prize) for a thrilling 
re-interpretation of this period of history.

 

Book Review 
by Barrie McMahon 

Britain’s Greek Islands:
Kythera and the Ionian Islands 
1809-1864
Peter Prineas, 2009

Darlington author, Peter Prineas, 
has launched his latest book – Britain’s 
Greek Islands: Kythera and the Ionian 
Islands 1809-1864. The launch took 
place on October 14 at the very 
amenable Nicholson Museum at Sydney 
University. The laudatory address was 
delivered by Associate Professor Vrasidas 
Karalis to a largely Australian-Greek 
audience. He was fulsome in his praise 
including his admiration for such a work 
coming from an independent (ie. non-
university) scholar.

Prineas writes about and for Greeks. 
Many SSH readers will be of that 
descent. I will now attempt to also 
interest other-descent readers. Here is 
a bit of the British Empire we did not 
know about – The United States of the 
Ionian Islands, no less. The Islanders 
were used to changes of sovereignty. 
Over the centuries they had been 
ruled by the Venetians (before there 
was an Italy), then France (as part of 
Napoleon’s mega-trip), then England 
(in its “protective” role).  The Islands 
then pass to the newly-born Greece, as 
we now know it. Maybe we need to be 
reminded that national sovereignty is not 
a constant, and is no longer determined 
by a European monopower.

The author puts it more scholarly. 
Britain’s Greek Islands reveals the 
sometime turbulent relations that 
existed in the Protectorate. The narrative 
is placed within the wider history of 
Europe and the Near East, from the 
Napoleonic Wars, through the Greek 
War of Independence, the Crimean War, 
and conflicts over the “Eastern Quest”.

Maybe we learn that wider history 
never ends. The European empire era 
passed to the Cold War bipolar era. The 
current American War on Terror might 
soon pass to the next phase – with who 
knows what new sovereignties.

Britain’s Greek Islands was printed 
in Australia – to Prineas’ great credit. 
A copy of the book is easily obtained 

from:  pprineas@ozemail.com.au 
(phone: 02 9319 1513).

 » books@ssh.com.au

 
Music Review 
by Lee Conley

The Amazing 
Catherine Traicos 
Fuse Music Group
2009

Catherine Traicos reclines wistfully 
on her album cover in a white lace 
dress, with title in black crayon. It’s 
reminiscent of Sofia Coppola’s Virgin 
Suicides, and she holds this mix of 
naivety, knowing and tragedy close. 
Her minimalism – strummed acoustics 
underpinning, drums interjecting, 
organs and guitars that colour and 
highlight – creates a twilight mix of 
languid folk and alt country.

The vocal is high – a demanding 
intimacy, and its delivery would be 
laconic if not for her breathlessness and 
occasional quavering overstatement. 
It reminds the listener – despite the 
whimsy of glockenspiels and deftly 
injected banjos – that these are serious 
matters. The songs  circle almost 
exclusively around a broken heart and 
love(s) gone wrong: “On a balcony in 
Surry Hills/ I tried to say baby won’t you 
come on back?/ but the air was too thick 
for words to form/ I just stared at the 
sky trying to turn black.” Here, the artist 
underscores tension and ambiguity with 
the aforementioned glockenspiel and 
plucked banjo harmonically at odds. The 
Amazing is full of moments where the 
arrangement veers subtly, but distinctly, 
using a controlled palette to surprise/
disorient.

‘If There Is Love’ likewise starts 
with the singer’s desire love might 
save her: “Take me away from myself 
... I’m not too sure who I am anymore/ 
I tried so hard to be someone for you/ 
I tried so hard I never chose me over 
you.” It’s gorgeously interrupted by 
somewhat muppet-like backing vocals, 
singing, “Love, Lo-o-ove”. The quaint 
sing-a-long pulls the track back from 
self-absorbed angst – without being 
saccharin or ridiculous. 

For  the  most  par t  Tra icos 
manages this line – wrangling simple 
arrangements, with the restraint of 
producer Nick Huggins, and finding 
glittering moments in simple chords 
and instrumentation. Some verses tend 
to fall into similar keys and repeated 
two-chord movements, and occasionally 
melodies echo one another a little 
too much across songs. At times The 
Amazing feels like reading someone’s 
love letters or awkward Facebook 
updates as they spiral out of control. 
The absent, unnamed lover is constantly 
present – the “you” is written large.

But it’s the “amazing” Catherine 
Traicos that draws us back – the 
bravery, understatement and willingness 
to wryly observe her own romantic 
longings: “I call you again from the 
basement, I am alone/ speaking on my 
imaginary phone ...” The muppets are 
back, singing along on this track. Gently 
they open an unexpected space for us 
to sing along too – reminding us that 
the kindness to invite someone else 
into your world – however painful that 
world might be – is, indeed, amazing.

 » music@ssh.com.au



The Review  November ’09  13 

  Camperdown Memorial Rest Park

    Sunday 8th
November 9AM-6PM

www.newtowncentre.org

NEWTOWN NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE INC
PRESENTS

ABN 96 884 462 833

NO BYO
NO GLASS

ENTRY BY
GOLD COIN
DONATION

VENUE FENCED FOR PATRON SAFETY. FREE ENTRY. GOLD COIN
 DONATIONS REQUESTED, ALL MONEY RAISED GOES TO THE
  NEWTOWN NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE. FULLY LICENSED
   ON-SITE BARS. STRICTLY NO BYO.

   3 STAGES OF LIVE MUSIC • WRITERS TENT
 DOG SHOW • KIDS ZONE • CREATIVE ART SPACE
ECO ZONE • MARKET & FOOD STALLS

a just community that includes and acts

ssH
 
Come along to Erskineville Public 

School’s huge community festival 
of enormous fun, amazing bargains, 
and non-stop free entertainment 
– the Erko Berzerko Fair.

 
ABC Radio’s Robbie Buck will 

MC the free entertainment line-up 
which includes Lindsay “The Doctor” 
McDougall from Triple J headlining 
the music stage, supported by local 
acts Elliott Weston and The Ragged 
Edge, Blurter, Felicity Wilcox, John 
Kennedy’s ’68 Comeback Special and 
Bernie Hayes. The Doctor will also go 
up against Jake Griggs from Something 
With Numbers in the Erko Busk Off.

A fabulous kidzone offers inexpensive 
fun with a sustainable edge – make 
a dishcloth bunny, EVA pinwheel, 
groovy wallpaper placemat and 
other cool eco craft. Enjoy games, 
pony rides, roving entertainers, face 
painting, airbrush tattoos, and play on 
the inflatable obstacle course, bouncy 
castle and swinging pirate ship.

New this Berzerko is a bicycle 
maintenance area where residents 
are encouraged to bring their old 
bikes for a $2 tune-up. We’ll fix 

your brakes, gears, tyres and chain 
with the help of local cycle shops.

Stalls galore include a massive pre-
loved books collection, trash & treasure, 
toys, original handcrafts and jewelry, 
plants and herbs from the school’s 
garden plus loads of incredible food 
on the cake and Devonshire tea stalls 
and plenty of delicious food stations.

Make sure you bid in the silent 
auction by 3pm to score a bargain 
holiday, family outing, beauty 
package, gourmet dining, designer 
fashion and much more – including 
a cricket bat signed by Matthew 
Hayden. Or try your luck in the mega 
raffle, drawn main stage at 4pm.

The day will begin at 10am with 
a Welcome to Country ceremony. 
Local dance and martial arts schools, 
the school band and a Cook Islands 
dance troupe will also perform.

Erko Berzerko is grateful for the support 
of Laing & Simmons Newtown, and City 
of Sydney Council. For full program details 
visit www.erskinevillepublicschool.com.au .

Erko Berzerko Fair 

Sat 14 Nov 14, 10am–4pm 

Erskineville Public School, Swanson St 

(next to Erskineville Station)

Mark WilliaMson

Located in the middle of Sydney Harbour, Cockatoo Island is 
a former prison, shipyard, film set (Wolverine) and now home to 
Sydney’s newest (and funniest) festival, World’s Funniest Island. 

Held over two days (Oct 17 and 18), World’s Funniest Island 
was a gathering of over 200 local, interstate and overseas acts with 
names such as Rick Shaprio (US), Tripod, Akmal, Alexei Sayle 
(UK) and the Goodies (UK) performing in venues ranging from 
former bomb shelters, pump shops and even a general store!

Highlights for this reporter were seeing childhood 
favourites the Goodies, current comedic superstar Arj Barker 
(US) and rising local star Daniel Townes all 
tearing it up on the main stage. As 
well it was enjoyable to see, in 
some of the smaller venues, 
amazing shows put on by 
local comedy clubs, the 
Laugh Garage and Comedy 
on the Edge. Both clubs 
had an amazing mix of 
up-coming and established 
acts, and inspired this reporter 
to make plans in the future to 
go and check both clubs out.

In only its first year the vibe of this 
festival was amazing with a diverse range of people all 
walking from show to show and enjoying what was a 
great Sydney weekend. Let’s hope that World’s Funniest 
Island becomes a regular event on Sydney’s calendar. 

www.worldsfunniestisland.com 

 BRISBANE
FRI 29 JAN

MELBOURNE
SAT 30 JAN

SYDNEY
SUN 31 JAN

 ADELAIDE
FRI 5 FEB

PERTH
• SAT 6 FEB

ECHO & THE BUNNYMEN
FLORENCE + 
THE MACHINE
DIRTY THREE •• 

BLACK LIPS
THE XX
DANIEL JOHNSTON •
SARAH BLASKO
N.A.S.A
EDDY CURRENT 
SUPPRESSION RING

WILD BEASTS •
DAPPLED CITIES
MUMFORD & SONS •
THE VERY BEST
RADIOCLIT
HOCKEY
WHITLEY
THE MIDDLE EAST
KID SAM

WITH MORE TO BE ANNOUNCED...

Please welcome our fi rst artists…

FOR TICKETS & MORE INFORMATION 
GO TO LANEWAYFESTIVAL.COM.AU

TICKETS ON SALE 

FRIDAY 30 OCTOBER
 •• MELBOURNE ONLY
 • ALL CITIES EXCEPT ADELAIDE
 • SUBJECT TO COUNCIL APPROVAL

Go Berzerko 
at Erko! Mirth by sea
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SEEKING BENEFACTOR:
Precious and unique collection of Indigenous Contemporary Art

‘Civilising the Natives’ by Gordon Syron, 2009
A benefactor is required to establish a ‘Keeping Place’ with this collection as a foundation.  

Viewing of this collection is by request only.

For an appointment to preview The Keeping Place  
please call Gordon on 0421 031 392.

For more information please visit: www.blackfellasdreaming.wikispaces.com

Can we save them, Kevin? 
Add your name to the online petition, calling on the Federal Government to establish a National 

Aboriginal Museum and to save the collection of 547 Aboriginal artworks, to allow The Keeping Place to 
re-open to the public : www.gopetition.com/petitions/an-aboriginal-keeping-place.html

South Sydney Crossword

ACROSS
1 The unsinkable, unthinkable colossal disaster (7)

5 A female support overacting as the patriarch of religion (7)

10 March leads to a bout of leg pulling (5,4’1)

11 Detain the Italian after German approval (4)

12 Shared fossil fuel divided by 2,000 United Nations 

representatives (8)

13 Remove wooden shoe to clear the way (6)

14 Weird story book endings. Oops! The other way round (6)

16 Absolute girth as outsider rides (8)

18 Proverbial rapid growth of, say, a fun guy (8)

20 Utter duplicity of purchase for so long (3,3)

21 An incentive seen as a hazard to roadworthiness (6)

23 Expiration notification (8)

25 Ain’t for, ain’t fussed (4)

26 Change provoking senior rage (10)

27 A film clip for example, except including another ending (7)

28 Small brownish bird hatched of a boxing brawl (7)

DOWN
2 Trip up mom unexpectedly (9)

3 Aim to accommodate kiss and hug as an established 

principle (5)

4 Early childhood, if canny, development (7)

6 Is it munched by a baby bear e.g. Tiny Teddies? (7)

7 Eject avid sort for describing word (9)

8 How am I going? Essentially good mate! (5)

9 W + 4 × (2×O) ÷ (2×L + M + L) = ? (13)

15 I see worth differently (9)

17 Even cheeky poster reappears like magic (3,6)

19 Expose harvest perhaps as a rocky protuberance (7)

20 Raise the subject of vomit (5,2)

22 A former partner mentioned as appropriate (5)

24 Lunar modulation relating to the arm bone (5)

First correct entry received by  

Nov 30th will win a mystery prize. 

Send completed puzzle to: 

South Sydney herald

Crossword PO Box 2360 

Strawberry hills NSW 2012.
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Crossword by D.P.

kristy JoHnson

With the third series of the televised So 
You Think You Can Dance experience fast 
approaching, dancers across the country are 
mentally and physically preparing themselves 
for a shot at the title of Australia’s Favourite 
Dancer. The SSH’s Kristy Johnson spoke with 
former contestant, Forever Tupou, who is 
giving the competition another shot this year.

Having auditioned in series two of  
So You Think You Can Dance, how 
did you mentally prepare yourself for a 
second attempt in the upcoming series?

Last year my confidence level was about two 
on a scale of one to 10. I didn’t think I stood a 
chance, didn’t think I was good enough to be in 
the Top 20. However, this year I’ve been really 
positive and focused, telling myself I can do it!

Prior to the audition, did you attend more dance 
classes? How did you physically prepare for this?

I’ve been balancing technique classes with 
Hip Hop classes to train diversely, as well 
as dancing in the streets with other street 
dancers to keep it raw. I’ve also been down 
in my garage quite a lot, choreographing.

Did the faculty at Urban Dance Centre, who 
choreograph for the series, pass on any advice or 
words of encouragement for the audition process?

Just to “kill it” and do what I do best.

The So You Think You Can Dance competition 
is described by many as a journey. What 
have you learnt from this experience?

I didn’t realise how different I was 
from everyone (laughs). I learnt to trust 
myself and what I do. Being different 
isn’t necessarily a bad thing.

The third series of the hit television show So 

You Think You Can Dance will begin screening 

in homes across Australia in early February.

Dance contestant 
confident: “I can do it!”

Forever Tupou   Photo: Supplied
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What is happening 
in RedfeRn-WateRloo?

get the latest from www.redwatch.org.au 

email RWiU@turnbulls.au.com for free email updates 

or call geoff on 9318 0824

donations to the ssh
The South Sydney Herald is an independent not-for-profit community newspaper, 

produced mostly by volunteers, published by the South Sydney Uniting Church,  

distributed without charge to 30,000 readers from Zetland to Woolloomooloo. 

The SSH gratefully accepts donations and in-kind support. 

If you would like to make a contribution you can do so, anonymously if you wish. 

By mail: PO Box 2360 Strawberry Hills NSW 2012. 

By electronic transfer: BSB 062 231 ACCOUNT NO. 1021 8391.  

Contact the Editor: editor@ssh.com.au 

Uniting Churches

South Sydney Uniting Church
56a Raglan St Waterloo

Worship (Eucharist) 10am Sunday
Bible Study & Discussion  

7pm Nov 12
Preventing Child Abuse & 

Supporting Adult Survivors  
10am Nov 15

Rev Andrew Collis 8399 3410
Welcoming people of all ages,

cultural backgrounds,  
sexual orientations and identities.  

Peace with justice, integrity 
of creation.

Tongan Uniting Church  
(South Sydney)

Worship 1pm Sunday
Mid-week service Friday 7-8pm

Ps Sione Hau 0431 144 247

Glebe Cafe Church
Cnr St Johns & Cambourne Sts 

Glebe
Gathering Sunday 7pm

Free For All/Eight O'Clock Sharp  
Music nights Thu 8pm

Steph Gesling 9518 9413

Newtown Mission
280 King St Newtown

Worship 9.30am & 6pm Sunday
Rev Ps Doug Clements 

9519 9000

Paddington Uniting Church
395 Oxford St Paddington
Church Open 10am-2pm

1st and 3rd Saturdays
Worship Sunday 7.30pm
Church Office 9331 2646

Pitt Street Uniting Church
264 Pitt St, Sydney

Worship 10 am Sunday
& 6 pm (2nd and 4th Sundays)

Rev Ian Pearson 9267 3614

Ultimo University Church
Cnr Bulwara Road and  

Quarry St, Ultimo
Worship 6.30pm Sunday

Rev. Dr John Hirt 0408 238 117

Wayside Chapel
29 Hughes St Potts Point

Worship 10am,  
Bible Study 5pm Sunday

Ps Graham Long 9358 6996

ssh advertising works: 
"Since our ad has been in the SSH, it's been phenomenal. It has really raised our profile in the community. Interest 

has increased ten-fold from the old way of letterbox dropping." Wayne Blindeman, Food Distribution Network, Waterloo

ALL WELCOME!
South Sydney Uniting Church
(56a Raglan St, Waterloo)

ART CLASS
12-4pm Sat Nov 14 & 28   
For more info phone 8399 3410.

Previous and new participants, 
adults and children welcome.

All materials provided.
Gold coin donation.

Drawing by Jan Short

food distribution network
home delivery of low-cost fresh fruit & vegetables

The Food Distribution Network is a not-for-profit organisation that 
delivers boxes of fresh and inexpensive fruit and vegies to older 
people, people with disabilities, people living with HIV/AIDS and 
carers who live in the City of Sydney and need assistance living 
independently at home. For $9 you can have a box of 6-8kg of fruit 
and/or vegies delivered to your door each week or fortnight.  
Please  call 9699 1614 or e-mail enquiries@fdn.org.au for more 
information. These services are funded by the Home and  
Community Care programme and the AIDS Trust of Australia.

BABANA  
Aboriginal Men’s Group
The next BABANA meeting is on Friday Nov 27,  
12-2pm, Redfern Community Centre. 
Contact: Mark Spinks 9243 3546.

BABANA

Redfern

Tanya Plibersek MP 
Federal Member for Sydney

111-117 Devonshire St, Surry Hills 
NSW 2010

T: 02 9357 6366  
F: 02 9357 6466

Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au

Malcolm Turnbull MP 
Federal Member for Wentworth

Level 1/5a Bronte Rd, Bondi Junction 
NSW 2022 

T: 02 9369 5221 
F: 02 9369 5225

Malcolm.Turnbull.MP@aph.gov.au

Verity Firth MP 
State Member for Balmain

112a Glebe Point Rd, Glebe  
NSW 2037

T: 02 9660 7586  
F: 02 9660 6112

balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Kristina Keneally MP 
State Member for Heffron

Shop 117, 747 Botany Rd, Rosebery 
NSW 2018

T: 02 9699 8166  
F: 02 9699 8222

Kristina.keneally@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Clover Moore MP 
State Member for Sydney

58 Oxford St, Paddington  
NSW 2021

T: 02 9360 3053  
F: 02 9331 6963

Sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Carmel Tebutt MP 
State Member for Marrickville

244 Illawarra Rd, Marrickville  
NSW 2204

T: 02 9558 9000  
F: 02 9558 3653

Marrickville@parliament.nsw.gov.au

YOUR LOCAL MEMBERS

Waterloo Recycling 
Workshop

Workshop and market open 
Fridays 9am-12pm.

Turungah Flats, 1 Phillip St, 
Waterloo (lower car park).

Affordable furniture and 
household goods.

Donations gladly received 
(no white goods or electrical 

appliances).

Volunteers welcome (phone 
Naomi on 0407 576 098).

Seniors 
Christmas 
Concert

Hosted by the Crystal Set Choir

Friday December 4, 2009

From 1-3pm

Tickets $4 at the door

Redfern Town Hall

Spirituality in the Pub

“ Who would
  Jesus bomb? ”
Speaker: Donna Mulhearn

Tuesday, November 10, 7.30-9pm

Bald Faced Stag Hotel

345 Parramatta Rd, Leichhardt

The SSH invites you to join us aboard the Deerubbun for a unique 
Australia/Survival Day experience on January 26.

Support independent media! Support the SSH !
Meet at Sydney Fish Markets at 4.30pm for cruise 5-9pm.

Cost: $70/$60 (includes BBQ and soft drinks)
Booking: Contact Trevor Davies before Jan 15 to reserve a place on the boat 

(0400 008 338 or trevrssh@bigpond.net.au)

Defending Melanesian Land is a short video 
in which Melanesian activists explain why 
indigenous land is important to people in 
the Pacific, and why they have formed a 

regional alliance (The Melanesian Indigenous 
Land Defence Alliance – MILDA) to defend 

indigenous Melanesian land.

Wednesday November 4, 6.30pm 
Amnesty International Australia 

NSW Action Centre 
79 Myrtle St, Chippendale

Contact AID/WATCH on 02 9557 8944  
or gary@aidwatch.org.au 

Defending Melanesian Land
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On Saturday October 24, a group 
convened at Tripod Café in Darlington 
to draw to a close the Running for 
Pemulwuy fundraising campaign begun 
in training for the Sydney Running 
Festival (held on September 20). 

SSH editor Trevor Davies took part in 
that event, achieving a personal best in 
the Bridge Run, and then Andrew Collis 
ran his first marathon – in Melbourne 
on October 11. Alex Tui, Manager of the 
Tony Mundine Gym on the Block, was 
at Tripod to draw winners from a barrel 
of donor’s names. 

First prize was a painting by Redfern 
artist, Adam Hill, entitled ‘Road to 
Resilience’, a work based on the same 
design created for T-shirts worn by the 
road-running editors. The work features 
a raven (totem of Pemulwuy) as well as 
the number 221, referring to years of 
Indigenous resistance and hope since 
European settlement/invasion. Rev. Ian 
Pearson of the Pitt Street Uniting Church 
was the lucky winner of the painting. 
He’ll display it proudly in the inner-city 
church.

Other prizes included very collectable 
posters and prints by Elaine Syron 
documenting Aboriginal sport and 
culture in Sydney, a gym towel (official 
Melbourne Marathon merchandise), 
a Pemulwuy T-shirt, and various CDs. 

Andrew described the marathon as 
the “sportiest day” of his life. “I actually 
enjoyed it,” he said, “it was a perfect 
day for running – about 7 degrees for 
the start. 

“It’s much easier to run with other 
runners. There were all kinds of people 
on the road – some had taken part in 
every one of the 32 marathons held in 
Melbourne. When I crossed the finish 
line at the MCG, after more than four 

S P o R t

Age: 12.
School: Marrickville Public.
Favourite sports: Oz Tag, athletics.
Achievements: Regional Athletics 
2009: 1st Place (800 metres); 
1st Place (200 metres); 3rd Place 
(100 metres); 3rd Place (High 
Jump). State Athletics (Heats):  
1st Place (4 x 100 metres relay); 
3rd Place (High Jump).
Aspirations: To win the State 
Athletics High Jump event!  
(Due to rainy weather the State 
Carnival has been postponed  
until early 2010). 
Favourite musician: Rihanna.
Favourite film: Date Movie.
When I grow up I hope to be:
 a vet. 
Pets: Bruiser Boy II (dog), Budgie 
Boy (budgerigar). 
I’d like to visit: Jamaica.
I’d like to live: in the country.

Athlete Profile:  
Anna SmithRunning for 

Pemulwuy –  
the rundown

hours, it was very emotional. I couldn’t 
talk for a while. I can understand why 
people get addicted to it. I’m thinking 
about another marathon for next year 
– we can keep running for Pemulwuy.”

Alex Tui says he’ll consider running 
himself. Send us an email if you’d like to 
join him (editor@ssh.com.au). 

Trevor and Andrew thanked donors 
and all who offered support and care 
over the past few months. “We’ve just 
about reached our target of $5000,” 
Trevor said, “which is great.” 

Congratulations to the following prize 
winners: Ian Pearson, Kate Nash, 
Nicole Gertenaar, Jane Barton, 
June and Alec Leach, John Berry, 
Barrie McMahon, Alex Tui, the Lay 
family, Wendy Turner, Jack Barton. S

The fundraising website will 

remain online until February. 

The site will be maintained, and news 

posted on the Aboriginal Housing 

Company’s Pemulwuy Project.  

Visit www.gofundraise.com.au/pemulwuyAndrew crosses the finish line at the MCG   Photo: Marathon Photos

Anna Smith   Photo: Andrew Collis


